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eamo Rtato. A voncrable Koptuagcnarian of f^liefileld in reply to certain

quostintis lor information, in wpeakinji; of the early settlement of tlio country,

says, " The new ricli intervale produced excecdinji;iy fine crof)s of grain and

vegetal)leH; corn, wheat, oati<, ilax or bnekwheat, and superior grass, for

more than twenty years. The syst(!m of rotation eropjtinj,' or of manuring

BO as to prevent deterioration of the soil seems to have been unknown, or

not practised until recently.'" He then goes on to say, " An intervale farmer

asked niv advice almut a piece of meadow, which he knew I Avas well

ac(piaint"cd with as having liern exc(.'e<lingly fertile, l)nt now very j)oor. To
my en(|uiries as to how long since it had been plo\ighed or manured, ho said,

he hclit'veil it nev(>r had liccn ]iloughcd or niiuiured, This man was 56 years

old, had been burn on the i'arm, which he had inherited iVnm his father.

The soil was of the richest kind of intervale, and I well remember when it

produced su])crior cro])s of corn, hay. oats and turnips." Jle then goes on

to say, "I regret that such bad management and want of skill is too fre-

quently apparent: a gt'neral belief prevailing that good inter\ale might bo

mowed aiMinally, and closely ])astured in the fall, without impoverishing it."

I fear my friend i'erhn' and" his neighbors in IMissville are labouring under

the same delusion. Jn re|ily to my emiuiries respecting tin; rotation ofcrops

in IJlissvilli'. he says, "(»ur rarming is carried on without i)aying any ])arti-

cular attention to ii regular notation, as wo think the same kinds of grain

Avill proiluco siicci>ssfully on the sarae ])iece of land twenty years in succes-

sion iiy a small application of manure. Jn this (.pinion I believe we will be

8ustain(;d by some eminent farmers, although many think otherwise."

Blissville may stand this tlepleting systi-m ibr ii few years longer; but tho

end must come.

As a natural eon.-.efiuence of this gradual deterioration of the soil, there

has betm a ])ro])ortional falling olf in the numbers and (piality of farm stock.

'^\\ Jbirton friend. IVoni whose statement I ipioted tho average of crops for

that I'arish, and whose grey hairs testify his long exjierience, in speaking of

stock says, ''
J can rememlier back 40 years well, and how was it, with the

stock at that time? Could we look into the farm yards of Jacob Loder,

Holland Bridges, Jeremiah .Burpee, James Taylor, Col. Miles. >"^amiiel Nevers,

and some others 40 years back, who were called good farmers at that time,

Avo should see iim^ cows and large oxen that would girth over Boven feet,

well pro])ortioned with heavy bodies and short legs. One of those oxen or

cows was worth two that we now have. More butter and cheese was mado
in those days from one of these farms, than is made by four of our farmers

now."
Hut this depleting and deteriorating system appears to have passed its

nadir, except in. /Jlis.sville, and Ave are i)egimiing gradually to ascend the path

of improvement. An idea seems noAv generally to prevail, tho result of long

and dear Ixmght ex])erience, that taking all tho land can yield and gmng
back as little as ])ossible is not, under any circumstances, the most protitable

Avay of farming. iMost farmers are beginning to see tho propriety of adopt-

ing some sort of rotation of crops, though foAV carry it out into anything

like a regular system. ^ly Burton friend, Avhoso opinions I have already

twice (piottMl on other subjects, says, in reference to his oaa'u practice,

*' Tho meadow lands generally as soon as tho grass bcgin.s to fail, Avhich is

in from 4 to <> vears, is, if poKsible. plough.ed and fico crops of oats or buck-

wheat taken, potatoes next Aveli manured, and then laid doAvn to grass Avith

a crop of wh<.^;!t or oats. From pasture lauds avo take two grain crops and

then lay down to pasture for 5 or 6 years."
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