
10 THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION.

necessary to salvation
; that Christ was

wor (I that the punishment of the humansoul will go on forever; that heaven s the

honest investigation; take from it allm.raculous Btories,_and I admit tiiat althe good passages are true. If they aretrue. It makes no difference whether theyare mepirod or not. Inspiration is only
necessary to give authority to that w3
IS repugnant to human reason. Onlyilntwhich never happened needs to be su
st^antiateU by miLles. The universe i^

The Church must cease to insist thatthe passages upholding tbe institutioSof savage men were inspired of God.The dogma of the atonement must beabandoned Good deeds must take theplace of faith. The savagery o eternalpuniahment must be renounced. Credulity
IS not a virtue, and investigation is not acrime. Miracles are the children if men
thaT;h.^''^V^^,«'i»

be »^ore wondSlthan the majestic, unbroken, sublime
and^^eternal procession of causes and
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' In-Bpued books attested by miracles cannotstand against a demonstrated fact. A
religion that does not command the respectof the greatest minds will, in a little while
excite the mockery of all. Every civU'ized man believes in the liberty of
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tolerant ? Is an act infamous in man oneof the virtues of the Deity ? Could there

libKfT ^'Jbeaven without intellectual
liberty? Is the freedom of the future to
exis only in perdition ? Is it not afte?
all barely possible that a man acting like
Christ can be saved? Is a man to be

fnl^tll "^^'^f.t^
^"r believing according

to evidence, without evidence, or against

tlltT^^ ^'^ ^^ ^'^ ^« saved'becaifse we
are good or because another was virtuous

'

Is credulity to be winged and crowned,"
wlnle honest doubt is chained and damned?

JJo not misun lerstand me. My posi-
tion is tbat the cruel passages in the Old
lestament are not inspired; that slavery
polygamy, wars of extermination, and
religious persecution always have been,
are, and forever will be, abhorred and
cursed by the honest, the virtuous, and
the loving; that the innocent cannot
justly suffer for the guilty, and that
vicarious vice and vicarious virtue are
equally absurd; that eternal punishment'
IS eternal revenge; that only the natural
can happen; tbat miracles prove the dis-
honesty of the few and the credulity of
the many; and that, according to Mat-

dPn^;,]
'''^' ^°'^,.^""^e. salvation does notdepend upon belief, nor tbe atonement,

^o.np!',
'''''°°^ ^"'^^'" but that these

gospels are in exact harmony with the

thP r T ?^^^' ^.''''^* P^^«^^^= '"i'-^kinlthe hist footstep with the good thought
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the good word, andThe
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The dogmas of the past no longer reach

!i^t f ""f/
° ^^« bighest thought, nor

Sf ^f
*:be bunger of the heart." While

am h;,^t"";
^'"^"bned and sepulchred inantent texts, remain the same, the syni-pahies o men enlarge; the brain noonger kills Us young; tlie happy lips giveliberty to honest thoughts; the mentalhrmament expands and lifts the broken

clouds drift by; the hideous dreams h"
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night, dissolve and fade.
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The request to answer the foreeoinfr
P^P^r comes to me, not ,n the fonn ffiwith he effect of a challenge, wldch I

ledT ttt''?f
^^'^°"* ^^•^•"*°g to acknow-iedge that the religion of the civili/ed
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gated by imposters, professed bV hyno-
crites, and believed 'only by cr^duffus

But why should I, an unlearned andunauthonzed laymen, be placed iS such a

eiouXS' • ^^^ «^P'«"ation is 'easyenough. This is no business of the priests

4m-d ^rSi'f ,?"^^ '' *« preacV ?bewoid, in the full assurance that it will
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^^^ bonesheaits by its o^yn menifest veracity andthe singular purity of its precepts. Theycannot afford to turn away from tlSproper work, and leave willing heareJ^

with a predetermined opponent. Thevwere warned to expect slander, indienitvand insult, and these are among the evU;which they must not resist.
It will be seen that I am assuming no

clerical function. I am not out on thetorlorn hope of converting Mr. Ingersoll
I am no preacher exhorting a sinner to
.eave the seat of the scornful aSd comeup to the bench of the penitents. Mvduty II more analogous to that of the


