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AT A MEKTINI^
of

\

THE MEMBERS OF 'THE BAR OF THIS CITV,

HELD AT THE COIIRT-RODSE 0?l THB 16th IXSTAMT,

J. D. liACROIX. ESQ. BEING CALLED^ THE CHAIR. AND
I J. G. BARtHb. ESQ. ACTING JpSECRETARY,

«» 1^ M^& ir aiSA l»....M..4..1.i»

ON
. \

THE PROJECT OF THE JIMATURE ORDIMKCE,

TO BE SUBMITTED TO THE

PRESENTED THE FOLLOWING REPORT,

ivmcii'ivig nEAD

IN BNOLISH r.Y W. WAI.KEB, E-d. CUAlllMAN OF THE COMMITTEE,

AND IN i'UENCIi BY C. MONDELET, Es<i.

Tke CommitlJ! nppoinled by a Resolution of the lior

of the lllh instant, hate the honour to report as

,
follows

:

—
The projcrt of Law which ihc Corn^iltcc have been called upon

to examine, deserves n very general <nnd anxious attention. It as-

sumes the provisions of law under wliiili the existing Courts of Ju-

ilicaturc ImvcXbeeo established, to be altogether irisufficient and inad-

cciuatef«.r the flue administration of justice. It alfects tjic Judicial

system of the Province in all its higher departments. It abrogates

the existing Courts of King's Bench for the Districts of QHebec,_

Montreal, Three-Rivers, and St. Francis, the Court for jthiTlnlcrior

District of Gaspe, and the Provincial Court ofAppeals. It abolishes

the existing division of the Provinc^t,iflto Districts ; the various

'
Courts of King's Bench throughout the Province, arc to Iw super-

seded by a Court of Common Pleas, sitting by divisions in the Dis-

tricts to be erected by the Bill ; and the Provincial Court of Appeals

is to be replaced by a Supreme Court of Record, to bo called the

Court of Queen's Bench, possessing aHtthc powers of the present

Court of Appeals, the high and trtmscencknt authority of the Court

of Queen's Bench in England, and having origipal and exclusive

criminal jurisdiction throughout the ProvinciB. It iii onl^ within the

last few days that the details of a project involving changes and al-

terations so important, and remodelling the constitution ofthe high-

er tribunals throughout the Province, have been accessible to the

members of the Profession. That there are many tmd serious de-

ficienciesin tl» existing system, yiyr Committee will not undertake

to deny ; but they most res|iectfully concjcive that any expedient in-

tended to supply such deficiencies, shoufer have l)ccn preceded by

many foniialities and enquiries; that the evils apdtlicir causes should

have been irfvcstigated and reported upeij, aiMTtliJit the remedy

ouuht to have been one suggested by the opinions of able tnci^n va-

ri<HisdupartmciUs. including the Ju.lges of the difli-rcnt Courlslnid,

Ihf Prod'ssitrs of the Law.
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