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tradition, which is to regard success not as an

incident but as a quality. He conceived himself

and his like as perpetually conquering peoples

who were perpetually being conquered. Conse-

quently, he was ill acquainted with the emotion of

surprise, and ill prepared for the next movement,

which startled and stiffened him. He had opened

his mouth to answer the hermit, when the mouth

was stopped and the voice strangled by a strong,

soft gag suddenly twisted round his head like a

tourniquet. It was fully forty seconds before he

even realised that the two Hungarian servants had

done it, and that they had done it with his own

military scarf.

"The old man went again weakly to his great

brazen-supported Bible, turned over the leaves,

with a patience that had something horrible about

it, till he came to the Epistle of St. James, and

then began to read: 'The tongue is a little

member, but
'

"Something in the very voice made the Prince

turn suddenly and plunge down the mountain-

path he had climbed. He was halfway towards

the gardens of the palace before he even tried

to tear the strangling scarf from his neck and jaws.

He tried again and again, and it was impossible

;

the men who had knotted that gag knew the differ-

ence between what a man can do with his hands

in front of him and what he can do with his

m


