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For this purpose, Douglas went in disguiso to the

house of one of his old servants, called Thomas

Dickson, a strong, faithful, and bold man, and laid

a scheme for taking the castle. A holiday was ap-

proaching, called Palm Sunday. Upon this day, it

was common, in the Roman Catholic times, that the

people went to church in procession, with green bouuhs

in their hands. Just as the English soldiers, who had

marched down from the castle, got into church, one of

Lord James's followers raised the cry of Douglas,

Dou<»lns
! " which was the shout with which that family

always began battle. Thomas Dickson, and some

friends whom he had collected, instantly drew their

swords, and killed the first Englishmen whom they

met. But as the signal had been given too soon,

Dickson was borne down and slain. Douglas and his

men presently after forced their wav into the church.

The English soldiers attempted to defend themselves

;

but, being taken by surprise and unprepared, they were,

for the greater part, killed or made prisoners, and that

80 suddenly, and with so little noise, that their com-

panions in the castle never heard of it. So that when

Douglas and his men approached the castle gate, they

found it open, and that part of the garrison which were

left at home, busied cooking provisions for those that

were at church. So Lord James got possession of his

own castle without difficulty, and he and his men ate

up all the good dinner which the English had made

ready. But Douglas dared not stay tbere, lest the

English should come in great force and besiege him

;

and therefore he resolved to destroy all the provisions

which the English had stored up in the castle, and to

render the place unavailing to them.

It must be owned he executed this purpose in a very

cruel and shocking manner, for he was much enraged

at the death of Thomas Dickson. He caused all the

barrels containing flour, meal, wheat, and malt, to be

knocked in pieces, and their contents mixed on tho


