
•(undiiMT between the buyer and the grower. It not infro<)uently happens that tfc*

bii.M>r will set a rery high standard for his No. V» and 2's. with the rMiilt tliat the

(rmw<>r finds himself with a larip- number of culls on hand, and comparatiroljr few
Xii. I's and No. 9*s. Uiually the«o culls, no matter how Rood thejr may be, find a very
poor market, if thojr ore not entirely wasted. The presumption U, of coume. that
tlieM* extra (cradrs are shipped by the buyer to special cuvtoinen, where they realise

a price much above the ovrratre.

On the other luiml. tlie buyers are often deceived by thi'ir own workmen. These
workmen may be iH'rMDiiul fripinlit of the grower or the ){r<>^vcr niH.v, and often docs,

cajole the workman liaviuK cliurKi' of the packing to put in ii iwnriT i|ualily of fruit

than the grade ealU for. The liiiyer havintr coniiili-nce in hU mhmi fn«|uently r.hips

these without iiis|>eetion, and suffers the cuuseqtien'.'e in haviuft to make a rebate to

his customer or it iiiny bo to puy a fine under th<> lns|HN-tii>n luid Suit' Act. If the

grower wishes to sell by the barrel the more satisfactory wu.v ii< for hiin to offer the

apples for sale in barrels graded by himself.

The fourth method most in vogue in Uuturio, has little to recoinmi'iMl it. Tb«
buyer is of netvssity better informed than the grower to estimate (lie lumntity of

fruit on the treef, because his faculties have Ix-en shiiriwned by yeur» of cx|ierienc«<

in buying orchards of different varieties and at different times. The grower, thero-

foiv, is not on equal terms with the buyer.

Unfortunately, there is no profituble outlet, as the trudu is at present orgaiiizud,

for low' grade apples, and the temptation to work off as many as imsgible of these in

'lump' bought orcliards is often too strong to be resisted. The Dominion Fruit

Inspectors now regard the fact that apples were packed in a ' lump ' bought orchard

as sufficient reason for examining them, and experience shows that there is an abnor-

mal number of fraudulently packed apples from this source.

SELLINO THROUGH COMMISSION AGENTS,

The selling methods so far considered have all prmumed that the fruit was sold

to a buj'er who came to the fruit growers. Ontario apples are sold almost exclusively

in this way. There are a few, however, especially of the larger growers, who coiiaign

their fruit to commission merchants in distant cities. In Nova Scotia it has been

much more con^mon for individual growers to consign on commission. A small army
of agents could always be found there, most of them representiuit English conimiiM«ion

merchonts. Selling on commission has proved a most unsatisfactory way of dispos-

ing of the fruit crop, but until co-operative organization is much more complete than

it is at the present time, selling on commission will he a necessary- evil.

The perishable nature of fruit «nd the uncertainty in the quitlity and (|uantity of

it until it is packed for nmrket, innkes it very difficult for individual Rrowcrs to ^ell

except by consignment. Consigning fruit is a necessary evil as the fruit trade is now
organized. One of the objects of co-operation is to do away to as great an extent a-t

possible with this method of selling. It is perfectly tnie that there are many reputable

commission niorilinnts whose record for fair dealing is unimpeachable, but it is abso-

lutely impossible for the individual fruit grower to determine whether or not he has

been fairly dealt with. He cannot audit the accounts nor follow his fruit to the con-

sumer, and practically he is obliged to take the word of tlic commission man for all

facts connected with the sale of his fruit. He simply places the fruit in the hands of

his commission agent unconditionally, and it would be strange indeed if some com-
mission men did not yield to the temptation and send returns below those received for

tl.e fruit.

It is not a question of the financial standing of the commission merchant. Ilis

standing may be high, but if he wishes to be dishonest he need not want for a plausible

excuse to return almost any sum to the grower.


