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Simon’s suite 
goes sour4
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by donalee moulton

Neil Simon's newest screen­
play, California Suite, while 
grossing as much money as 
his others, has neither the 
continuous storyline nor the 
satiric wit typical of his former 
productions.

California Suite is a collec­
tion of disjointed scenes 
featuring “the day in the lives’’ 
of a variety of people, like 
Maggie Smith who plays an 
Oscar nominated British 
actress (and is ironically, 
nominated for this part), mar­
ried to a bisexual antique 
dealer. The other characters 
include a superficially hard­
ened career woman, two black 
doctors on vacation, and a 
Jewish family man led un­
fortunately into sin. But the 
audience never knows the 
characters, Simon has not had 
time to develop them. They 
are dismissed as unrealistic 
and one-dimensional. They 
are exaggerated into stereo­

typed personalities, particu­
larly the Fonda and Klugman 
roles.

For someone as adept at 
characterization as Simon, 
California Suite is a letdown. 
It appears thrown together; it 
lacks the tightness and con­
tinuity of Simon’s other 
screenplays. Another major 
fault was the weakness of 
Simon’s satire. (There is 
somewhere, at few times, a 
reminsicence of Hotel, but oh 
so faint!) While there is 
comedy (and surprising non­
comedy), it is undirected and 
borders on slapstick. Too 
many personality plots have 
been attempted —but they are 
not portrayed with any depth 
because there isn’t enough 
screen time or play time.

Simon fans will enjoy Cali­
fornia Suite (one play does not 
a man ruin). Non-fans will 
finally have something to 
smile about —it really isn't 
that good.
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Bacardi rum 
Sip it before y

I mix it.
ou BERMUDA

From $339.00
Includes Airfare

8 Nights Accommodation 
Transfers 

ALSO
ELBOW BEACH HOTEL From $719.00

with Breakfast & Dinner
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m. BURGESS TRAVEL LIMITED 
Maritime Centre 

Halifax, N.S.
X 425-6110 425-3160

N OPEN SATURDAYS FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE
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CANADA’S LARGEST 
AND BEST KNOWN 
RECORD STORES
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Atlantic Canada’s leading 
selection of 45’s, L.P.’s and 
Tapes
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Look for our in store specials

y" - Ik8 BAYERS ROAD SHOPPING CENTRE
HALIFAX: Mon., Tues., & Sat.

Wed., Thurs., & Fri.

Just this once, taste Bacardi rum
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with soda, watei; ginger and almost anything else. 

BACARDI ram

» 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m. 
9 a.m.-9:30 p.m.

K-MART MALL, TACOMA DRIVE
DARTMOUTH: Mon. to Fri.

Saturday

•ill! Ip
i. z. ■ • 9:30 a.m.-9:30 p.m. 

9:30 a.m.-6:00 p.m.tS) HtOOuClD Hr SPIClAl AuT»K)H«fY AND U 
iMtïlO BOfUtO BY IBM DiSIiuLHy CO U0^CANADAion A FOOD AMO DfttM* RICiPI BOOM|t. Wftitl »8M CxSTilUBr CO 

SvPtRViSlON Of BACAACw A COWâMY uAHtCO BACA BO ANC BAI OC
BO* X*S BBAMFUO. 0N1ABK) U>V?U 
RlGlSTUtlO IBAOCWARKS 0# BACAAOi

8ACABO* BuMl A COMPANY l


