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Stopping the criminal label
by Karen Jubb

A kid with nothing to do 
steals a yo-yo from the local 
Metropolitan store. A 
sioner steals her weekly 
supply of cat food from the 
Dominion. Both are ap­
prehended. Both will go to 
court. Or will they?

As the justice system oper­
ates presently, adult and

juvenile courts are being in a few years to more serious
inundated with so-calleçJ petty crimes if he remains un-
crimes, many of them too checked. It’s an all too
insignificant for serious con- mon problem, and seemingly 
sidération by a judge who one for which there 
must also deal with grand theft, viable solutions 
rape and murder cases in the There arp a fou/ nûSSSnÆf'J'L, the l: S

10-year old who stole that a lot 1
yo-yo will probably graduate caring, kid9s and adults alike

can be steered into 
productive channels.

spur criminal behaviour in 
that person; their programmes 
are designed to come between 
people and crime (with all its 
attendant labels) in a creative 
way. In other words, workers 
don’t simply tell a shoplifter to 
do ten pushups and take a run 
around the block the next time 
he feels the urge to repeat his 
past performance, but rather 
encourage people to think, to 
weigh consequences before

The North End Diversion committing themselves to Accordinn tn , vthsrss? rsr ~working in the area extending In(r'ude Pioneer Village, a thg a go°d d®a °f attentlon In 
from old Africville to the w!lderness camP for people A.thmmh thpAnttinl
MacDonald Bridge, (Wards 3 who mi9ht not have an • £?fc3Hgh theJjott ngen °mce
and 5) between the harbour opportunity to experience word n mnZth0 h6"
and Robie St.) in an attempt to camP|ng and outdoor survival , f m°uth hascreate interesting alternative techniques; Atlantic Chal- andThe staff7inds^h^lh6"’
activities for people within the lenge- a programme which pa trie staff finds hat they
community who might other uses borrowed Navy Whaling guite closely by
wise run into conflicts with the boats to teach survival and community members, who
law. In June, 1978, the group sailing; and Fantasy Factory, begun to refer cases, if
was officially ordained as a which teaches skills in doll- t0 actively involve them-
Project, co-sponsored by the rnaking and puppetry, as well se v68 in administering Pro-
Coalition for Development an as set-making, script-writing Ject Programmes. The Project
organization of local churches and show production. There emPloys several Dalhousie
which had previously funded are’ in addition, sport and students as recreational and
the group in smaller projects fitness programmes, movies organizational assistants; this
and the Canadian Council of and slide/tape shows. w.ork IS Part of a field
Christians and Jews, which The Project supports the P|acement for Psychology 322. 
was interested in the forms of Dorchester Lifer’s 
social action the Project had Children’1 programme, in 
undertaken. The federal Min- which groups of boys ranging

in age from 8 to 18 tour 
Dorchester Penitentiary, and 
participate in seminars with 
men, many of them fathers, 
who are currently serving life 
sentences. The seminars deal 
with various aspects of crime 
and penitentiary life, and are 
designed as a deterrent to 
further crime among boys 
whose sole experience with 
the law may only have been in 
juvenile or police courts.

Most of the

ject’s Co-ordinator/Business 
Mediator, Sandra Lyth, ex­
plains that the main focus is 

teaching people to 
think”. Lyth says that there 
are a good number of people 
participating in the 
grammes who have never 
up against the law, but who 
are simply interested in hav­
ing a good time in a group 
situation. The Project serves 
people, not criminals.

com-pen- on
are no

pro­
run

more

Arts & Science 
Final Year 
Students

the

serves.

Today, the chartered accountant is not only an 
auditor but a valued business adviser. Challenge 
opportunity and responsibility are all part of the 
career path of those who choose to enter this 
demanding and exciting profession.
Discuss career opportunities with Clarkson, 
Gordon representatives, on campus

Oct. 25 & 26
Appointments should be made through the 
Student Placement Office prior to Oct. 1 3.

Save the The staff of the Project work 
at identifying needs within the 
community, and try to al­
leviate problems which might 
be potential ‘‘trouble spots”; 
they have also set up a liaison 
with local merchants 
community members, nego­
tiating settlements for such 
crimes as shoplifting 
vandalism, in order to by-pass 
the court systems and create 
an alternative system of 
“Community Justice.”

Although the Diversion Pro­
ject may not eradicate petty 
crime, it may at least en­
courage people to deal with 
small-time criminals in a 
positive, rather than punitive 
spirit; and it just might start to 
get at the roots of non-violent 
crimes, and stop them before 
they start.

istry of the Solicitor-General 
agreed to fund the Diversion 
Project for a three-year 
period, after the group had 
submitted a sixty-page brief 
outlining their goals and in­
tentions.

The North End Diversion 
Project operates 
premise that labelling some­
one as a criminal will tend to
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and
on the

programmes 
offered by the Diversion Pro­
ject (with the possible excep­
tion of the latter) are basically 
intended to eradicate labels, 
to intervene with a sense of 

because
you’re a criminal”. The Pro-
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Lord Nelson's
Tonight

8:30 pm
Rebecca Cohn Auditorium t Value 

WeekendTickets available at Box Office

~ Presented by Radio C-100 FMn 6ar> $12r .50 per person each night 
based on double

If you re planning to spend this weekend in 
Halifax, take advantage of one of the lowest 
rates in town at the Lord Nelson Hotel. $12.50 
per person each night, Friday, Saturday or 
Sunday, in one of our delightful double 
rooms. No charge for children under 14 if 
sharing parents room.

room occupancy.
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The Lord Nelson
1515 South Park Street P.O. Box 700 
Halifax, Nova Scotia B3J 2T3 
(902) 4236331VS. r'oCc


