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- idols, they should be put to death.
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: - Mirrrowy, N.B.—Miss Fannie Palmer, visited us on Ju_ly
, 3}‘&, and addressed a somewhat thinly attended meeting in
~_our vestry. Her address was calculated to inspire every true

woman with desire to help forward the cause of Christian
1 sssions. An Auxiliary of the Woman’s Missionary So‘
ciety was organized, with Mrs. Berrie, President ; M;ms
Lois Leeman, Secretary ; Miss Maggie Logan, Corresponding
Secretary ; Miss Annie Perkins, Treasurer. On Thursday,
August 22nd, Miss Cartmell gave a most interesting a.t}-
dress to a goodly gathering in our church. Miss Palmer’s
wisit helped much to this result, so many being disappointed
when they learned of the loss they had susta..lned. We
hope before the year closes to report an interesting society
here, of which you shall hear more at some future time.

Hissionary Beadings.

THE BLOODY MARY OF MADAGASCAR.

N the 27th of July, 1828, Radama I. died at the
age of thirty-six. His successor should have
been, according to Oriental custom, his nephew, the
son of his sister, a very worthy young man, but
Radama’s second wife (he had twelve), a bigoted idol
worshipper, and a woman who rivalled in her crimes
Catharine II. of Russia, thqugh shg did not possess her
intellectual or political ability, aided by some of the
idol-keepers, intrigued for, and obtained the throne.
No sooner was she fairly established, than she put to
death every near relative of the late king, and every
prominent noble who had favored Rakoto, the legiti-
mate heir to the throne. She was crowned in 1829 as
Ranavalona 1. She soon issued a decree for.l»id(!ing
any foreigners, especially Europeans, from coming into
her dominions; and soon after tlmot.her, pr}(,)hlgdmlng the
issi ies from teaching religion to the Malagasy,
:-T;?gﬁ%)any meetirﬁgs or so};:ieties hwhich should be
them ; they might teach sciences, or the
:::ﬁ::(iic aZtS. but not religion, and all churches must
be closed. Most of the missionaries left the island in
1833. In 1834 another decree was promulgated for-
bidding any meeting, p:]lbhc or tm'aft,e, of tl;e peolpl‘eé
to talk of religion, under penalty of arrest, anc i
found guilty, ogf punishment by death. Under this
decree many Christians were banished and a few put
to death.

In 1835 a fanatic, who had mingled some Christian
doctrine with his prayers to his idols, and had ap-
proached the Queen’s palace to address her in regard
to his creed, was seized and put to death, and the rage
of the Queen being roused by this incident, she issued
a decree that all persons suspected of being Christians
should be arrested and examined, and if they did not
disavow their belief in Christ and offer worship to the
Nobly did the
Christians stand this test. Some fled, butyvery few
would deny Christ. Some were beheaded, others
beaten to death, others still, and a large number, were
hurled from the lofty rock on which the city of
A“““‘“‘"‘m»‘*}'e capital, is built, and fell mangled

eo?sea at its
he present Prime Minister of Mad r relates

an incident in connection with this slaughter, of which
hmdfndtl:er, one of the judges, was a wi:gm :'A mother
an ughter were brought for examination; the

mother confessed her faith in Christ, refused to wor-
ship the idols, and was summarily thrown over the
rock ; then the daughter, a beautiful girl of fifteen,
came forward and said: “I, too, am a Christian ; throw
me over.” The judge said, “She is only a child, and
does not know what she is saying; take her away.”
But the young girl was firm. “I believe in the Lord
Jesus Christ,” she said, “and I will not worship idols.
Throw me over!” Once more the judge tried to save
her. “My child,” he said, “life is sweet to you. Only
bow your head ever so sli htly toward the idol, and
you shall be free. I will take you to my own home.”
“No!” said the young maiden, “I will bow to no God
but Jesus Christ. e is my Saviour. Throw me
over.” And throw her over they did. More than
two thousand were put to death at this time (1849) by
this cruel Queen, because they would not deny Christ,
and several thousand more in the course of her reign ;
others were subjected to torture, and many more to
the ordeal by drinking the tangena, a poison prepared
to try the guilt or innocence of suspected persons.
But it was not alone against the Christian subjects of
this bloody queen that her malignant and murderous
temper was manifested. On various pretences, the
most common one being that they were conspiring
against her, she put to death most of the principal
men in her realm; and when her son, whom she
claimed as the son of Radama, though born about a
year after his death, had arrived at ?nis eighteenth or
nineteenth year, and had shown a disposition to be
more merciful than his mother, and to pity the Chris-
tians whom she persisted in slaughtering, she tried to
put him to death for conspiring against her. She
was, during most of her reign, constantly engaged in
wars with the other tribes on the island’; and as her
armies were badly handled, and her treacherous
management was notorious, she almost depopulated
whole provinces of Imerina and the adjacent country,
It was estimated that more than a nillion men,
women, and children perished in her wars. The
French made repeated attempts to establish settle-
ments on the coast, but were repulsed either by her
ambushes or by the deadly fevers of the coast. At
length her own people grew tired of her oppression,
and would have dethroned her had not sickness
attacked her hitherto robust frame, and weakened her
imperious will. She lingered for some months, and
finally died on the 16th of August, 1861, one of her
last acts—July 8rd, 1861—being the ordering of a new
and more terrible persecution against the Christians,
of whom she had obtained a list. Many perished
under this ediet, but the new king, her son, proclaimed
universal amnesty and the restoration of property to
all Christians. Thus died, after thirty-three years’
reign, Ranavalona 1., unwept, unhonored and un-
sung.” Her whole administration was unmarked by
a :xit:tﬁe good or noble act.—Missionary Review of the
Wo

“If this Book is right,” said an Old Roman Catholic
to his wife, on reading the New Testament, “ we are
wrong.” Three weeks after he said : “If this Book is
right we are lost.” Three weeks after he said, as he
continued reading : “ Wife, if this Book is right, we are
suved.”



