
dr-ayed. Froxu the card fie glanced at the stranger,
behldnga man of medium height, broad-shoul-

deed with peculiarly bright eyes, deep-set in a
cjcaa-shaven, bealthy, rather bumorous count-
teMance. He looked at the card a second time. It
wUs like this:-
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'l'le visitor helped himself to a chair on Mr. 'V as-
p-er's left, remarking that the weatber was some-
what chilly for May.

*Had my clerk been in the office," said Vasper
,qiffiy, 'hle would have told you that I was engaged
at this hour. As a matter of fact, I arn particular-
Iv engaged niow; but if you care to cail later.~r,-er-"He eyed the card once more, then
glanced enquir-ingly at the visitor.

NubrThree," said the visitor, with a smile.
-There are seven of us in the Syndicate, and as we
are ail of equal importance and of one «mid in ail
Ou transactions, we employ numbers only on such
Occasions as this. Our Number One, I may say,
wouId be the last to infer that his number gave
him any precedence -Wbatsoever."..Very interesting, im sure," said Vasper, won-
deriung whether hie had a practical joker or a lina-

ti t deal with. In eitber case hie was anxious to
bc aIone. He took out bis watch.

,If you will kindly mention your business now,
and return to discuss it later-if necessary-I should
be infinitely oblized. By the way, what is the P.
j. Syndicate? Gold, copper, leadeh ?"

Oh, dear no, Mr. Vasper! P. J., I have the
bonour to explain stands for Poetic justice."

ai1 beg your pardon ?"
**Poetic justice, my dear sir, Poetic Justice."
Vaspr stared. The man was certainly mad,
'Il do fot wonder at your neyer having heard of

Our Synidicate the other proceeded. "It was form-
ed but recently. Its operations so far have been
,oeall, yet not, wve trust, without some profit to the
public. We have not, however, until now deait with
anyonc who migbit bie called a financier. In addi-
tion to the designation of accounitant you Mr. V as-
per. are fairly entitled to, that of financier. Is it
Dot so?»

-No, dc>ubt, no doubt-but in a small way, of
course,» said Vasper. To most of us the word
finacier haý a pleasing sound. But Mr. Vasper
wa not quite couifortable just then. Several people
were awaiting instructions froru him through the
telephone, and hie was very impatient to giv e these
Instruction". The lunatic seemed harmless enougli,
but there was a danger of his visit.proving costly .,'Because I arni only a financier in a very snxaU
wy," added Vasper, %vitb an effort at goodl hu-
mor "I cannot afford to lose mnoney. And at pre-

sent tinte is money.",
-So it is,» Ntumber Tbree miidIy adrnitted. "ýc

it is Doubtless one hour would mnean some mioneN
t, you, while a whiole day-but I wvander,"

'Pardon me if 1 agree with youl there." The
financier "in a very smaîl way, smiled grimly.

1~ wonder," continued the other, as though hie
had not heard, "I wonder if you have ever studied
the beauties of Poetic Justice."

-lve never had time to study poetic anythinig.
And now-"

-Wlat a pityr, what an imimense pity i The Syn-
dicate has studied its beauties iuost carefully. On
seea occasions it lias executed littie pieces of
poetc justice, quite fascinating iin their way. it
is deuirous, very desirouis, M'r. Vasper, of shn'winig
yo api example that wilI, we feel sure, appeal to

/I utral request you to allo-w me to attend
to y mornings business. 1 assure you it is

'I m sure it is, otherwise 1 should not have
caldthis moriiing.»

Iape ooked quickly and keenly at the speakcer.
Numer hre nie gently, and said:

Wouldn't you like to use the telephone now ?»
Thlinancier stiffened.
«Sehere, my man!1" lie said roughuiy, "what are

yo1. ayngat? What do yotifwant?»
Kt justice." The voice was so i m tik.+

the police station.»

ini charge, if yc>u don't dlear out
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"In charge for w bat? For cutfting your tele-phone wire as I came alon te passage? I>idn'tyou heur the snip-sna ý'p? I1r'li e littie instru-
ment that did the, trick." A pair of hingpiers was
briefiy exhibiîted,

*What 1" Vasper fell back in bis chaýiîr. You
eut the w\ire !" He jumped up fuiosbu fair
more anxious. -You'll pay for thiis laier, bu)w"

"Please sit down. 1 took tblierr f lckinlg
the outer door as I came in. e ev 1- in niv
pocket. Further, on the outside( of tbic d1oor is a
notice to the effect thiat the office i1coe for the
day. Perbaps 1 o)ughit to mention>1, aiso, tha;t I
wired y'our clerks eaýrly dts ioring 111at tlhev
cotuld take a 'holiday . Teeinofear (of ouiv lwu
inig distuir1bed, ',\r \aspe r, wýhile I exon,or
rather e-xem 'pliy, the Sydiat'smthodsz. l'ut
dowvn tbat ruler !"

The becavy ruiler feuI with a crsand tilt filnn
cit-r, wite and skigsakinto aý chir gaing
at the mnuzzle of a rev1olver.

-\What is it yout, n ? ie sedhre
'-Poetic justice. That is ail."
"Are you going to rob niie I-I've notbing here

in the office."
-N;we don't do that sort of thiing. Sili, if

you like, wve are going to rob voit: or, raýthecr, wec
are going to miale you)î roi) l'liif Bt rii'st of
ail I arn going to tic youi iIp."

Ere the butddietd c reature elic the wot:rds,
Number Three Nw iebilind blin withl cousI of wýhi1Vcord. In three inutes lhe wa>;s trs e screIy lin
his chair. Thien there was a lonigishI si1lnce, bu
en oniy b y heavybetig

"For God's sake,"' said Vasper atl last, "do( onîe
thing fur nie. Keecp mne bere as long asly, like,
but send wr-edit anly way thlat suit, yo)I- -
to my brkr-'lgive yon itle addIresses tý coveCr
IIoneydew Deeps. WVill y oit do) it? I can' make
out wýhat yen1 wanIt bult i suplpose l if n cne. If
you do dts for Ie, l'.Il give you pi)enlty ef mlonecy.
Oh, niame your price 1

"regret to say, yoit have asked( the very tbinïg
that carnet be granrted."

Vasper gave a great groan.
Mr., Vasper," said thec visitnr quietly,"hv

you stili no0 gliiimin-iigs of wiat Ilhe Syndlicate
mieans by Petic Jutistice-.

-Curse yeuir Peeýtic Justice! What's youri
gaine? What's y-ourI price ?

Pra price w\ouIldyNounugs f rout a ialn
who has inade biiiself wNeaIlhy as yoit have dlone ?""Denl' t preachi lIow h ave, I Iade myi'velf
wealtb y? Speculation? (,Zll)ll? aii 11.iyoui lilke! But-.. ' ailn?,aîi ta.

"W aul it gab1îi ith iarkeýd cardls '; ladt-i
(lice, if yout wil I. \W1Y doni't y.ou play, fair. Mi'.

Vaspe? Wbyhave y ou neyer piavd fair Ii your
biigger operatiens Those who kno you., or ltin1kthey know y.on, Cali yen a fearlesýs sp-cla:tor
wvhCreaS y'1 ou c are rc vee a fearful side..Y () lie! Il', ail very ' v\eli In silt îbere aiid
abuse me wbIile l'ni hel pIcss. I teIl yvout, yout and
your gang 'shail sifter f or this asisauit. 1 arn eau-
gaged iii a perfectly legitimlate bsesanud -"

P'ardon mie, youi are neo longer caugatged( in aauy.,.
business, legitimiate or otcws.As youi sav yon
are helless, and helpless vioi muiist reiali tili ive
o'clock, at. wýhich heur 1 shall Icaye Il door oe
and send somne eule to releaseyu"

«FIV o'cock " Vaper' bod vwet rigîid; hie
turned grey. "Ta'lruin nIe," le whxauuipered.

"Of that we are alarliTe caille front yourl
Johannesburg agent should bie in by thent."

The le \Vat do you know 'abouit a cable ?-Theque5ýtien was a terrified whusper,
"TcSYradicate works fairly biard and p)reltythoroughly,' was the unemeiotional rep)Iy. "I cable

referred te should have readhecd hiere .wecks age,with the information that the floodin~g of the HoneyC-
dew Deep wvas a coiniprati'vely triffing aifair. Youl
and your clique paid for its suppression andl wrcck--
e(i tIc niiarket. Incidentaliy you ruinedl (udid f
peeple. You have played the saine sort of gantev seoften before that the 'vllcate deteriauied te inakev
an exanupie of voit. It's aIl very sitiple."lYoiî-you dirty spies."

It 4s rather dirty work dealing with swindlers.
Mr. Vasper. We lad te follow y 1our examiple and]bribe yeur Johannesburg aient. But once bribed,
aiways bribable, you kriow.F

A minute passed.
.T tin fot the oui>y one,"' whined Vasper.
IINo; there are four of yen. The Syndicate istakinL care of you ail titis inoirning. None, of on
wl eable te comimunicate with the stock ý_x-change to-day. I should inform you fhat their

wivcs and cildren wilI net lie aliowed to starve.For yourself, tIe Syndicate understands you are abachelor. YVou shall have ene hundred pounds te
st.art aftesh."
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The captive nmade a cbeking sound. "Your gang
lisbehuying -,he shares," bie croaked.

"Oniy a few, the profit on wbich may cliver tbe
t'xpenseus of thils operation. Over oui' previous oper-
ations we have becen out of Vocket."

**And yen eaul thîs playing fair ?"
"\Ve eali it Poetie justice. Ruin foi' ruin, rny

friend."
"ild 1 evcr inijure you or your friends?"
"\o; but the police can't look aftei' evci'ything,"
.Xno(theri silenîce, longer than any pi'cvîous, feUl
btentheni. Lt w as painfuiîy still ini the office.

S1nddleiyI burriovd iteps came to the outer door, lhait-
1ýl and went i\\ai. Vasper quivered. A eag
iroin a broker pcirb:îps. lie deterniined iii shonit
for helpi should 'tepis coule again.,

îe P RAY don't niake it %icssr, for i to gag yon
aîow, Mr'. :er"sid( is, visitor quietly. 1

shah, of couirse, have to do so re I icave yon. IL
won't burt bwey ond a sliglit stiitïness afterwards."

"Výon devil "'~ cried Vasper. le did not renient-
ber WiÀtherow%'s usýe of the identical epithet towards

"Th'le cable ougbIt to bie posted iii the Exclialige
teietille tii afte inooai," said tIc otherabci.

'lIt wýill cause a bit of a tlurry, 1 expeet. I m ondér
wiiat you'll be able to buy back at. 1-low mnîuy are
y ou oversold ?"

Vasp r, rthing iii inmpotent agony, made aio
rep.Ily. 1lue \was about eigiîty tbousand shares short.TJo bi tia ut nunîber in a niarket crazy w idi relief,
booInîing frontî ant unnî,erited collapse, would bulge
tilt price . not by shillîigs, but by poulids. And lie

wsnot alone in liis pligbt. Scores lad followed
lis leaid in selling short. TIe resuilt would bie a
bear panic that wo ,iii ail prubýabîlity, become

Hîîri.le whio at tha.'t 11oiîen was hiaIf a
riliiuaire would Iw beggai'ed. lie liad entrusted
Ilis; brokers witb nîo it'nioi.They would be
;paralvsed when IloneydewN I)eeps began te rush up.

"Why den't you shocot mie ? lie exclairned of a
sudden.

-\\lîy itut?" lci' Tlirce lifted the revolver
front Ille table anîd po(ýiited it.

"No îu!pare nîy life."
"Certaiady. Yen îay y et make soîti~of it.

'I o dulî'i kýnow w\ li i fe really is se fair.
Aohrlongi slilence.

"oklerie," saidI Vaspei' weakly; "let's cornte
lo ternis. Whiat'll youi take te set me frce ?"

"T S -yndicate. soiiieîiîîales flnds il expedient to
offer brbesibt it doeý nl accept thenii."

"Oh, cusvou! \\Vi11 notbing meve yen ?"

"Let nliecls sonue of the shars.
",No."

Once nîcfre, foost 1 ps appi'oached thc otîterdor
\'asý;fer openecd hIis iuuoth. A ieculiir tap1 felu on
thec door, followvd by t1v flap of bI1e letter-bIox.

"No use citlling ut"said flev visilor. "1 nly
a niessage for mie. Excu(-se, me for a nienuen cit." H1e
Irft the privabe reoni ;md reîuraueid almosýt immiedi-
ateIy with a note Ili blis hand. lie openecd it.

IlonydewDceps biave openeod at 8s. 6d. te
95s.," hie said. 'Tînf ltc peor wretcles wbo
hlave givven np) hope sellilngz at that price, when the
minle is als good as ever it was. Think of ail the
poor wýrctchecs wleo have been givinig ul hope and
seIingz ever silice yen st;irted youir trîckery. 1
dion't meian thc specuilaturs, thlough thy cen
lue grudgcd symlpatly In sucl a case astîs BuI
re-fer particiarl.y te the swall investors. Ib'sý cx-
traordinary what varietiv', ef peo)pie plu iuîcy
ii gold mines. Yeî ly sbcu oId thcy net, if tle

minle is good? Th'lere wNas t1ic case cf a youing mian
who gave lits Nvifi twenty slarcs for wbicb bie lad
paid over five peinds aipiece. They wentld bave
v\ielded hit ten] per cenIt, eau bis hard ecarned nîoney.
boubîîcsles hev onghit to have puit luis mneync in îhe
bank, but Ile and lis wzlfe wcre as prend' as lord
anîd lady %,ve\-r thecir twetytl shiares, and the divi-

dnswere geiiug te pay for nef end cf thiauigs. Thent
île sIlarcs went downi and îley teck friglut anid sold.
lesing evnt pelnds. There wvas an elIderly. tcach-
ci' of mn11sic wbel bouiglt tell. She ldiîîetd sIc hoped
to 'SeIl tini at a profit s;ome day. licr life was
dulill. Tencr pounids p rofit wvould give bier a long-
dircamced-of trip te wterad Instead of gaining
teni she lest thirty, There was ant eld mnan in thc

coutr-wll, ever iiiid buii. And there was a
youing mlan whIiwlis brains onit whcn tIc
Honeydcws feil te) a pounrd. TIc Syndicate knows cf
others. Possibly thecse people were nnwise, but tIeu'
mnisfortuue wNas net dute te the Stock Exchange fier
te tlcmr naitural desire fer gain. It was due te
your mai.rked cards, Mr, V1asper, te that leng-sup-
pressed cablle. Thînk of thc feelings of these popi e
when they read the cable of qluetatîons of Honey-
dew T)ecps te-niighit or to-merrow merning. And

CONTINUEL> ON PAGE 24,


