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and heaving bosotu. Fier.eyes were lookig at hirn witli
a great, lustrous g leam alluring in ail its intensity. The
head was throwni backward, giving lier features that
downward look which was so strong.

"Carl, my Prince, corne to me. Conic to my lieart,"
shte murmured.

Carl feit hirnself drawn with compelling force. He
trîed to turn away, not to look, but bis gaze involuntarily
sought lier again.

"ICarl, wiIl you corne ?" shte whispered,. tlirowing lier
arrns wide., He could sec the swell of lier bos om.

"Carl, my love, wilI you corne? Will-you-come ?"
The words carne burning pathetically. She let her liead
faîl to one side with hands claspe4 above.

"Dear," she scarcely rnurmured, "you are corning."
Carl gave a cry and walked slowly across the room

towards her. When shte opened lier arrns again they
were stretched to hirn.

"Take me, Carl, take me !" Her arrns alrnost caressed
hirn. He neyer nioved. Rità took a step nearer. Fier
arrns were past bis dheeks andi nearly toudliing thern.
Fier face was close, witli tlie lips ahl but pressing bis.

"Carl," site sighed, "I arn yours.»
Crying aloud lie caught lier to lir. For one rnad

moment lie crushed lier to bis breast and rained kisses
on lier lips passionately and insanely. 'r'he white arms
were locked about lis neck. He loc>ked into lier eyes
and for a second lie wavered. '[<hen lis manlier self
came back witli a swift revulsion."Woman, wornan 1" he cried. "L~et me go. t<et meIl
go",Neyer now !" slie said, tiglflening the soft arms on

his neck and lifting lier eyes to lis. In tliem tlie liglit
was not of love.

"Let me loose 1" Carl begged. "Spirit of heaven, let
pme go!",

"No, neyer 1" Rita said.
"Temptress! Let me go."
"No. Kiss me 1"
Ritals arms closed in burning contact round lis neck
ndshe covered his face witli mad carc.5ses. "Cari, my

"Clive told me of your engagement. to Jean,. You will
go to lier. She will forgivrp.".

"Go to lier 1" Carl exclairned. "Go to lier witli the
toucli of that siren's arrns on my neck and' tlie scorcli of
her kisses on my. lips. Bland, I, wouild die first." *

:,Carl, you are rnaking a mistake," Jerry said anxiously.
"I have already made the mistake,". Carl bitterly 're-turned. "'The cost of it is my life's happiness.. Do me

thîs favour, Jerry, when you rettirn home. Go out to
the Humber and tell Clive what I have -recounted to
you. Bid hirn tell it ail to Jean. I wouldwri.te but 1
c annot bring myseif to peu a line. I feef tliat slie would
curse me for every word of it. Will you do that mucl
for me ?"

"Yes, but I know it means the world to, you botli. Wliy
do you-not go and tell her yourself? I know site will
forgive you."

" Forgive 1" Carl cried desolately. "ý. can see jean
Tliurston's pure face wlien Clive tells lier that the man
slie loves lias broken a bank oveïr tlie gaming table and
lias lield anotlier woman in bis arrns. No liurnan pride
could forgive tliat."

"I believe you are wrong," Bland persisted.
"I amrn iglit, Jerry. My going will save lier the ordeal

of a renunciation and a separation. For that at least she
will tliank me."

"You are determined to, leave at daybreak ?"
"I sîhl go on thie first train. I cannot say wliere MY

destination will be. 1 lave not tlie least idea. Tliere is
one thing more. Tell Jean's fatlier, Clive and aIl tlie
rest down there, tliat if they liear of a cornpany called
CONSOLIDATED DIAMO1ND COBALT they must flot invest a
cent in it. Tlie company is a fraud. WilI you remem-
ber tliat ?"

"Yes," Bland prornised. His intentions at the time
were of the best, but tlat very injunction afterwards
slipped lis mernory.

No words of farewell were spoken, but two sinewed
liands met in a miglity grip more eloquent tlian any
speech.

Tliere was a blînding pain of tears across CarI's eyes
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