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The Vindication of Mr. BrYce
AMBASSAI)OR BlZYCP', the worthy and able re-

presentative of Great Britain lin the United
States, lias recently been the victim of a some-

what absurd attemplt to involve him in difficulties with
the Washington attthorities. The indelatigable news re-

ports declared one day that he had "completely
endorsed" the constitu tion of Oklahoma, which wçuld

have been a higihly improper proceeding because the

Oklahoma, "Constitution had not been accepted gt that

time by the President and consequently O.klahoma was
flot' a full-flcdged State. Mr. Bryce had taken a littie

trip to Oklahoma and while there, hy way of literary

recreation, had read the new constitution and mnade a
few public remarks thereon. Ile said in the course of

a speech in a towu possessed of the respectable Scotch
name of Guthrie that the constitution seened to have a

great xnany experiments in it and that soxuý of thein
had been tried and were in use ini Switzerland, which lie
regarded as the greatest deniocracy on earth. But

Cýïanny James" wisely added-
"T.he forbidden field of politics does not permit my

telling you what ones have been tried successfully and
what ones unsuccessfully in the Swiss republic."

That sentence saved the situation and showed how
precipitate were the young reporters who tried to bring
diplomatie confusion upon the honourable head of the
British Amnbassador. It is a charining sentence froru
the standpoint of non-comxnittalness and mîght have
been delivered by the man who wrote "The Lady or the
Tiger."1 The incident has closed happily, Presideut
Roosevelt is free to return to his critîcisin of writers of
animal stories, the British lion i s taking an atternoon
uap, while New York "Life" reniarks anent Mr. Bryce.

"Sucli a cheering thing it is to see from time to
time a nman who understands his business and minds it.I"
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