
CANADIAN COURIER.

V ANCOTJVER is determined that the Koma-gata Maru, witb bier sbipload o! Hindus,
shahl sal back to India witb ber full iist of
passengers, bar none. This was -demo.n-

strated at a mass meeting heid ln Dominion Hall, Van-
couver, on Monday, June 22nd. Mayor Baxter was
Iu the chair. Mn. Hl. H. Stevens, M.P., and Mr. Raiph
Smith, ex-M.P., were on the platform. Tbe hall was
jamrned, and accordlng ta newapaper reports lire-
spective, o! Party politics a thousand were turned
away. About flfty East Indiaus were preseut and
several among the crowd ou the street. There was
no violence, But there was a gond deal of vigorous
language culmInatIng ln a resolution caliing for the
immediate deportation of the Hindus, who for several
weeks now have beeu marooned on a ship Island in
Vancouver Harbour while the shlp's dues are paid
by the East India colony on shore.

T 1-E resolution wbicb focused tbe sentiment of
the meeting was as foiiows:

"That whereas the steamer Komagata Maru has
been lying ln the port of Vancouver from the 23rd day
o! May' until the present date with a shipload of undesir-
able immigrants demanding admission into the Dominion
of Canada,

"And 'whereas It ls the univezsal opinion of ail citi-
zens resident upon the Pacific Coast of the Dominion of
Canada, that the Influx of Astattcs ls detrimental and,
hurtfui to the best Interests of the Dominion, from the
standpoint of citizenship, public morale and labour con-
ditions;

"Be it therefore resolved that this meeting strong>'
urges upon the Dominion Government the necessity of
supporting the efforts of the Immigration authorities
undertaken towards the rejection of the Immigrants
aboard the steamer Komagata Maru and their imnme-
dIate deportation;

"And that stringent legislation be enacted whereby
suchý immigration ma>', ln the future, be entirely re-
stricted fromt admission to the Dominion."

The Mayor suld that, the meeting had been called
to back Up the Immigration authorities ln their flght
with the representatIves of the East India colony
now pouding lu the courts to test the meanlng of the
order-in-council. It wa.s the evideut Intention to land
the Hindus under the aegis of that order, wbIch
debars all Hindus, labourera aud artisans, for a
stated period. It was necessary to prevent that land-
ing aud to get leglslation frorn the Canadian Parlia-
ment making any future Immigration o! Hindus Im-
possible. In this Mr. H. H. Stevens concurred. He

intirnated tbat owing to a graduai awakening on
this subject at Ottawa It would be possible for the
seven members from British Colum'bia so to impress
the other 214 that prohibitive legislation couid bie
enacted. He believed that the Komagata Maru had
been brougbt over to test tbe vaiidity of the existing
order wbicb sbduld be crystallized lnto definite
iegisiation.

"I1 am for a white Canada and a white race," hie
said, In conclusion.

G URDIT SINGH, the Vancouver promoter whoi
cbartered the IÇomagata Maru, was not pre-
sent. An added note of unrest was contributed

by the weli-autbenticated rumour, based upon a
despatch from Calcutta, that the Norwegian steamer
Christian Micheisen had sailed from that port witb
four hundred more Hlindus bound for Vancouiver,
each man physicaily and flnancialiy qualifled to enter
Canada-whether ln deflance of, or ln conformity to,
the terins of the order-in-counoil affecting the limi-
gration of Hindus. And the man behlnd the move-
ment is said to be Jamsetjee, a. Parsee merchant o!
Bombay, who is interested In emigration. to Canada.

M R. RALPH SMITH, the well-known labour man
1o! Vancouver, altbough net on the samne aide
of politics as Mr. Stevens, said:

"Ail good British subjecta respect the law, even
though tbey may not approve of It. There is a
specles of anarcby In the attitude o! these HI-ndus
whlch, If white people were the offenders, would be
vlgorously suppressed. We are ail alike In wisbing
our own working.peopie to have food to live open,
and we do not want any sort o! Immigration that,
by cutting wages and lowering the standard of living
tends to degrade our people to Asiatic standards.

"As a man wlth public. responsi-bilities, 1 arn sober-
mInded enough -to appreciate the difficulties o! the
imperial governient. But the affairs of India are
not the business of Canada. We -recognize the ex-
clusive right o! Great Britain ta deal with India, and
Canada bas the exclusive rigbt to make ber own laws
and enforce tbem. The strength of British loyalty
consiste; ln the fact that In the British dominions
every man realizes the right of self-government, with
Its corresponding responsIbilIties and freedom."l

It ls obviously the Intention of Vancouver that Ot-
tawa shall bave more to do with the Orientai problem
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than the Imperlal Parliament; ail Canada shall ob-
serve thatthe migration of yellow and brown and
other shades of men across the Pacific affect more
than British Columbia.

ALDERMAN WOODSIDE, In movlng the resolu-
tion, was even more pointediy ernphatic thani
any of the other speakers.

"We have ln our barbour," said he, "a sbipload of
men who have corne here ln deflance of our laws ln
an effort to break ln where they are flot wanted.
This problem. is no new matter. For twenty years
British Columbia bas been trying to prevent the In-
flux of Asiatic Immigration, but owing to the attitude
of Eastern Canada, wbere the situation is not under-
stood, the flght bas been in a sense a losing one.
We have seen our white fishermen driven off the
Fraser and Skeena rivers and our white workmen
driven out of the shingie and luxuber mills, and now
these people are endeavouring to back our own
people stili farther off the map.

"«These people who are uow demanding admission
ln dellance of our laws, cut wages, then board their
money, some of which ls now belng spent ln l>ringing
here tbis shlpload of their frlends and to pay lawyers
to break dowu the barriers wbich our government
bas set up against sýuch Immigration."

The resolution was put to the meeting and carried
by an overwhelmlng majority. A copy of it was sent
to Premier Borden, wbo, In the absence of -the Min-
ister of the Interior, ls dealing personally wltb the
indu probiem; whlch from. the standpoint of British

Columbia is flot so muçh an Imperial as a provincial
and national probiem. to be handled wlthout gloves
and to be solved as quickiy as possible in the in-
terests of a white Canada.

E AST INDIANS must admit that so far as
LLpeopiing the Pacifie coast witb Orientais is

concerned, British Columbia is rIgbt. Orientais
shouid nt be permItted to formi colonies, in British
Columbia, just because that province is nearer to
India, and bas a iimited labour market that might
be useful to the Orient. There ls no reason wby
British Columbia shouid be made an Immigration
scupegoat for the res't o! Canada. If the Sikhs are
wiiling to go on the land. they should be ticketed
ciean tbrough British Columbia to points on the
prairie where there is land enough to try out the
sincerity of their professions and their efficiency as
fal'mers.

The Hindu problem. ls -not merely a Britiah
Columbian, not mereiy an imperiai problem. It ls
one that affects the wboie of Canada, and Canada as
a united people by means of governrnent sboul ,d deal
witb It on Its meonts.
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