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OptimismiA CITIZEN o! t-be Unit-ed St-at-es, resident lIn To-
ronto, bas written a -book eut-lt-led "The War
9lhougbts of An Optimiet." It ougbt t-o bave

a large eale rlgbt 'In Mm. Gould's own clt-y, ýwblcb, at
thbe prissent moment le so full ot pessimiste t-bat t-he
Cit-y Hlall t-ower le almost obscumed by t-be biue mist.
If t-be Alles do not make haste and get t-hrough t-be
Dardanelles, some- o! Toronto'e most -promînent finan-
ciers wIil die o! apatby.

At LestCANADA'S ot-ber national weekly, t-be "Sat-urday
Evening Post," of Pbiladelpbla, bas at iast ex-
preesed an opinion on thbe war. For over a

year lt -bas st-urdlly kept silence. Not-bing could
t-empt It away from'general observations. But laet
week It ventured t-o say:

"There wI]l be no embargo on shipment of war muni-
tions !rom t-bis country. The activities or =,pro-German
friends to that end are se mucb lest labour. . . . To
put an embargo on war sbipmente would, In t-be cireum-
stances, be tantamount t-o a declaration o! opinion t-bat
the Allies ought to be beaten."1

Tbis le not very violent, o! course, but t-heu It
muet not be forgot-ten t-bat lt appeared on t-be edi-
t-oiîl page of t-be "Sa.turday Evenlng Poet."

Beer and AlcobolSOME one lu New Jersey bas got ont a poster
t-o show t-bat beer le lees daugerous t-o bumanlty
t-ban certain patent medicines. This document

quotes Dr. Gregor, of Believue Hospital, New Yorkç,
as eaying t-bat "The American people espeud $500,-
000,000 annually on patent -medîcines." It t-hen
et-at-es t-bat Amnerîcan beer cout-alue from 3 t-o 5 per
cent, o! alcoihol, wblle certain patent medicines cou-
tain fromn 16 per cent. in Buchu Juniper compound t-o
65 per cent. lu H-amlln's Wizard 011. Peruna le given
as 18 par 'cent. alcohol, Lydia Pinkbam's t-be samne
and Paluese Celery Compound as 19.85. If these
figures are correct, t-bsn beer le a barmless beverage
lu comparison.

t-o have conscription,
r-eallty. The Goveruz
ail thbe men lu t-be coun
send recrulting officers
ian between 21 aud 35

hospital bede in France. Moreover, Canada bas sent
more hospît-als t-ban t-be British want or need, and
even t-he Toronto University Hospital bas not yst
found a place t-o lay lts wandering head. So many
doctors wanted t-o be colonels t-bat t-be Government
le overioaded with bospital staffs.

Wbat Sir Robert Borden bas doue, apparently, le
t-o sanction the tmansfer of a iargeiy idle Canadian
bospital from. England t-o France, where, lat-er on, it
may be more useful. The Ont-ario Goverument migbt
follow Sir Robert's exampie and present lts bospital
t-o Belgium. Apparently all t-be otber countries are
well supplied.

Wilson's FirstpRESIDENT WILSON bas had bis fimst reai com-
pliment on bis attitude t-owards Germany'aseub-
marine warfare-tbe Gemmans are apologetic,

concerning t-be Arabie. If Dr. Wilson's notes had
been as mild as some people tbought t-hem t-o be,
Germany would not be so auxions t-o appease Unit-ed
Stat-es wrath. Apparentiy private advlces fmom
Washington t-o Berlin were t-o "Go Slow."

The Political Issue
ANADA'S present polit-ical issue is: "If t-he Con-Cservatives agmee not t-o bold an election untli

aft-er t-be war le, ended, will t-be Liberals agmee
t-o give t-be Government a !urt-ber t-wo years iu which
t-o boid an election?"

The Conservatives say; "If you do not agree t-o

LIEUT.-COL. C. W. BELTON.
Recently appolnted a memiber of the new Pensions
Board, which wilI decide ail questions of pensions forI
soldiers. Dr. Belton is a graduate of Trlnlty College,
Pnd became a mnedical officer of the Royal Canadian
Regiment (regulars) in 1907. After qualifylng at
Aldershot he became principal medical officer at
London. Sinc. war broke out he bas acted as Director
of Medical Services at Winnipeg and at Sewell Camp.

His present home la in Kingston.

t-bis propositilon, we will go t-o t-be couint-ry now."
The Liberale answer: "Shoot. Youm gun bas ouly

blank cart-ridge."
That le t-be conversation epitoized t-o dat-e; et-ber

remarks wilI follow.

They declared again and again t-bat the Premiier e
t-aking Up t-Iis matter wltb the British GoverlUIl
and that ail would be well.

Yet wbat bas happened. The farmer in Westeý
Canada is being offered 90 cents for bis wbeat, wl
a prospect of the price falling to 80 cents. It 15 d:
appointing, to say the least.

It may be that t-be Government bas done its beý
It may be that t-be ýclrcumstances were be:Yûfd i
control. Nevertbeless, it seems unfortunate t-bat l
farmer bas been misled by the "Patriotisin and Pl
duction" ca-mpalgn to produce an article wWid ]
cannot seli advant-ageously. Had the Governlre
been able to establish a minimum of even one dol1

a bushel, the situation would have been saved. Le
Selborne's commit-tee la trying to establieli a 'ni]
mumi of $1.40 in Britain, and it will be int-ereetllg
see if that can be done there.

Canada was asked to produce, wbeat because ti
Empire would need it. Will the Empire Dow deci
tbat it wouid mest as soon buy wbeat from thbe Unit'
States and the Argentine? If so, t-here Is an end
appeais based upon imperial considerations.

National OrganizationMR. A. G. GARDINER, in bis revised aiialy,
of thbe Kaiser, in a new book ent-itied "TI

War Lords," makes this remark:
"The completeness of the preparatione wili renia

a monument of German efflciency and organzatic
And their f allure wiil remain a uWonument of -
trutb t-bat force is not thbe absolute master of
destlny o! men even on t-be field of battie.»

This was wrltten before the German machine bg
is recent drive lnto Russia, but the events wi
have occurred since tbe writing bave but emaphsz
the first hait of the remark. "Efflcleucy and orga
zation"' le the eummary o! the German war machI

In contrast there. je thbe inefflclency and thebpE
of organization in Britain and lu Russia. The fallu'
t-o drive thbe Germans out o! France and the fallu~
10 hoid thbe Huns at tbe Vistula line in Russia a
due eut-irely to lack of organization in t-be luutr
systeme of thbe Brit-ish aud Ruesian empires..

Some bave answered that tbe Allies were organlI7
for Peace, not for War. This je a doubtful answe
'If there bad been the proper kind o! organizatiOl f'
peace, t-bere would have been greate efflclencY WhI
war came.

The leeson for Canada is t-be need for a busll 0 !
rat-ber than a poiticai government. In t-be Pl"
the business inefflciency of governments intI
country has been excused by saying t-bat nOthil
bett-er can be expected o! poiltielans. Thle anls"
condoues t-he offences, lnstead o! point-ing a relu,
Canada bas been eupportlug polît-bai effill
rat-ber t-ban business efficiency-at Ot-tawa es Pecial
The cabinet minist-er wbo was a volit-icai maniPtilti
recelved bigber bonours t-ban bie wbo was a buil
organizer. For example, Sir William MuloOk, e
t-rled to conduet t-be post-office department onil
nese lincs, without regard t-opoit-cal exlgenciesel
f orced ont of office.

Nor need thbe crit-lciem be confined to cabinet'n
istere. There was and Ie a lark o! organizatlon 3
efflclency in t-he civii service The varlons e 
ments of goverument are flot conducted ln uet,
way as te produce business 'resuits. It talces
dollar~s of goverument uoney t-o do t-be worklt
by one dollar lu private business.

This weaknese le not more mani!est bere t-ha" i
Ini Engiand, and possibly ln t-be United St-at-es. '.z6ý
t-jeiees, Canadians have vauuted themeelves P
their initiative, their dIeregard for officiai red t1
and their abllty t-o perform public aervices quic
and int-elligently. The vauntlng was sometbin'
a jobs. Even aft-s twelve monthe of war whata
we? An armay wltbout a. satiefactory ifle;
army wltbout machine guns, wblch are xIoW bJ
ordered at prices fifty per cent. b.lgber t-han CI
could bave been obtalned in t-ins of peace; an ar
ulnt-il recently înadequately clot-hed and boted; '
army witbout adequate transports; an army xiho
t-rained generals and qualified drll.eergeaflts;
army w,,hlch overcome ail physîcal dieabllties 1
wité superior Int-elligence, magnificent spirit and l
conquerabie courage!

True, we are overcomlug tbeee dleabiltl5D t
rapld rate. Mr. Kexnp's purchaeiug commisso
dolug spiexidid work. Mm. S. R. Wickett has itril
ened out t-be boot situation. The Patritloud
sociatloi seems to be working wsl. A strong Fe
Sion Board and a Dominion HIospit-al Board have be
appoluted. And Senat-or Lougbeed le establIshn
Dleabillty Fund. This le excellent, but the'G IS
more t-o be doue.

It le quite t-rue tiat t-be test hqs been seee
le quit-e t-rue t-bat iu soins respects t-be rc.3ut
Canada bave sumpaseed those obtained in Brtl
Nevertbeleee, we would be wise t-o learu t-be leo
o! t-be time-a nation wbilac s efficlen3
organizatlon muet iu thbe end euccumb. If an
la t-o takit Dltenace as oe o! t-be great nation ý

t-o boeprt arrangements.te look


