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'WTE ail know what Is the matter wlth the
British peoples to-day. We did nlot need

VV Mr. Lloyd George-or a-nybody else-to
tell us. It can be put in a short sentence.

Wehave not discavered yet that we are a-t wa-r.
When we do ma-be that great discovery we wili
'become, perhapa, the most formidable fighting or-
ga-nization lu the world. But it ma-y be too la-te.

'The Germa-ns ma-y flot wait for us ta wa-ke up. They
woke up about ftfty yea-rs a-go; and they do not
,quite see wby they should net ta-ke full a-dva-ntage of
their ea-rly a-wakening. We slumbered pea-cefuliy
on, doped wlth pa-cifiai; soothing syrup, wbile the
Germa-ns got delibera-tely a-nd mightily rea-dy -to
ma-ke war on mankind a-nd bring to their feet the
entire civîized 'wýorld. It was a big job they bad in
mnind. But there were big rewa-rds to be won by
putting it through. So they went at it, with char-
acteristie Teuton patience a-nd thoroughness, a-nd
prepa-red in cold blood~ for "war, murder and sudden
dea-tb," while mnany of the rest of us orga-nized pea-ce
congresses a-nd lnsisted that wa-r wa-s obsoiete.

AND the' danîgerous fea-ture of our a-ad case is
that we stlll tbink that real, brutal wa-r of the
old sort Is obsolete, lu spite of the fa-ct that

one ha-s been golng on for over a yea-r, in spite of'
Belgium and Poland, iu spite of the perfectly plain
intention of the Germa-ns to ta-be the winnlngs of
wa-r if they ca-n. As Mr. Lloyd George-who Is thor-
oughly a-wa-be a-nd an example te a-il bis fellow-
Britons-So shrewdiy saya, the reason for the settled
somnolence of the British Isiandera- is their bea-uti-
fui faith in their navy. They sa-y, in effect: "Yes,
wa-r Is a frightfui tblng, a-nd we feel se sorry for
the poor Belgiana, a-nd we wili go over a-s soon a-s
we ca-n a-nd help the threa-tened French, and we
ha-ve perfect fa-ith in the power o! the Russians to
dorne ba-ck.' But-don't you know-tho-e Berlin
beggars ca-n't get a-t us. Our sea--dogs are on guard."
So, even our Britons a-t borne sleep on. Their ma-

nîficent puguacity hia-s brougbt more volunteer fight-
ers to the armny than the War Office ca-n qulte bandle,
but, a-s for ta-bing this war aerlously and Prussi an-
lzing the nation a-nd compelling greedy ca-pita-lista-
ta do with war-tlme profits a-nd orga-nizing industry,
the free-born Britons will not stand for a-il that.

W 7E in Canada. are lu a- fa-r deeper sleep. We
Wbegan by permitting our English, Irish and

Scotch youths to leave us a-nd go home to fight
Tor the old grey mother. With them went a number
ýo! aur own bravest and miost ailventuraus s-pirits.
These latter were awa-ke. They kne'w that wa-r had
eeome a-gain. Since then we have been sending froin
trne to time the ever-increasing number of aur
young mnen wha wak"' np. Our industries have been
aa-Ing siielîs and other thinga-; but, of orga-nlzed

national effort, briniginig us ail In -'even you a-nd 1"
-there ha-s been littie or notbing. Stop the first
ten men you aneet on the street, and get into frank
conversation -!th them, a-nil 1 venture the sfurmise
that not more than one will have a rea-lizing sense
that Canada la- figbtlng for ber 1ife-that, if we do
nat win this wa-r, wha-t we bave aiways knawfl a-s
Canadian individuai liberty will soon be a dream o!
the ra-st. To put it anather way-tbere la- practically
me danger of conscription lu Canada toilay. But,
if we ]ose the wa-r, there will be conscription here-
,eitber British conscription for defence, or Germa-n
conscription as a part of the Germa-n Empire-
wltbln ten yea-rs. That is, Cana-dia-n lads o! ten
years and under wlll be "conscripteil" if we do not
figbt bard eniough now ta vin.

T HIE whale Germa-n nation la- a-t var. The whele
Germa-n nation got rea-dy to, go ta va-r before
they precîpita-teil the conflit. The wbole

French nation la- a-t var, Tbey were not se rea-dy a-t
the beglnning, but they ha-i the xnachtnery andi the
willlnguess; te get rea-dy. Andl nov tbey are ail a-t
va-r. The Rua-alan nation vas too buge te be wholiy,
orga-nizeil fer va-r. If it ha-i been, Germa-ny woui4
never bave la-reil ta challenge it. But it id put
Immnens-e armies ite the fiel; it did sacrifice themn
to the common ca-uff wdth niagnifleent loya-lty; it
is nov ma-bing moe armies ready as rapidly as it
ca-n. Pretty weii the wbole Itallan nation la a-t ar.
But the British na-tions are a-til mak<lng va-r as wa-r
vas ma-de In the perioil before na-tiens-a-Fa-rns were
born. Tbey are sendtlng out expeditlona-ry forces-
as vo sent Wellington te the Peulusula a-nd Mari-
l>oroughI te the Continent, We a-ct as if it ver. a
ca-se of "heada-, -we vin; tala, the Germa-ns lese."
We dlo not believe for a minute that not only la- our
soplendld Empire a-t ata-e, but our individual bappi-
nesa. anud freedýoa.

Ey1 na-cil ma-be no mia-ta-be on the point, bava-ver.
W If the Germa-ns win this var, they will recevp

themnaelves hand mly :<or their enermeu s
loa-es lu ma-n a-ad rneans. We ought .to knxow by

110W that war is the sa-me aid brutal and thievish
business it always was, and not at ail the romantic
and rose-water version.wbich bas been painted for
us during this geniera-tion. We are too proue ta
think o! wa-r a-s a glgantic game of Rugby, played
according to fastbidiou- rules and ini the true a-port-
ing spirit, and neot to 1e soiled by a-uob sordid and
bestial crimes, as plain sitea-ling, intentional murder
and systematic.rape. But we know now that tliis
pleasing tbeory la- as false as the h-il that war
really .imita-tes. We have seen German officers
steal, right and left. We have se them. m'urder in

VILNA bas joined the lia-t o! fa-liencities whichsince the great Russian retreat lu Poiand
has included the other Inilustrial centres,
Warsav a-nd Lodz, besides a number o!

fortlieil positions. The supreme Germnan effort
dur-ing the pa-st week ha-sbeen a-gainst the Rusa-ian
lines defending the threa- great nortbern centres of
Riga, Dvlnsk a-nil Vilna- -With an-a-rmy of 400,,000
ta 500,000 men, Hindlenburg 'a weeb a-go la-st Friday
began bis drive. From the region east of Vllkemir
hie la-uncheil three separate main a-tta-cbs. The fiTst

bad its objective a-t the Dvinia,
just north o! Dvinsk; the
second, the brIage-bead- a-t

Vilia-iPetrograd railvay a-t a
point a-bout midway betweenl~
Vilna a-nd Dvinsb. '

For a wa-ek previaus te the
main attacks, trains were
roiiing Into Kovno a-Imost in-
cessaantly,- ail loa-ied -ith \

na-W trains o! siege a-nd field
a-rtillery vitb abundant a-up- ~
plies o! aminunitiOn for thei
Fro11 Kovno the guns wer'e
distributed ta the- tbree-
armies designa-tei ta bar the,
burden of the ailvanice. From ~
the general vlcinlty of Vilo-
mir the tbree thrusts began
simultaneously. North or
Dvlnsb the Germa-n front va-s
exteniled up the Dvina ta a
point bal! way between

at nu0 place did it succeý lu

forcinlg a crosslng of 'te
river. The second a-rmy
pressa-i ta the western out-
sklrts of Dvlnsb, wba-rc it is
still heavily a-ugaged a-nd
a-pparentiy bas takein by
atenu seme o! the Russia1 'n,'"

r-h ha-s pla-yed i
-ns lu the- Cour

edte tighten hi
swea-p to envel(

cavalry ha-i P
Lty anad tva-nty-

until they reaeh saine point ta-r enougni eatý L tub
the java- af the German tenga- ma-de by thosa- tvo-
fold manipulators, Hindeniburg and Ma-ckensen.
Other succa-ssful ea-capes from simila-r te-gsa-d
trapa- were ma-de by the arch-colntermni<euvring of<
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THE FALL,,0ýF- VILNA
Grand Duke là. nov In'the Ca-uca-sus, a-nd 15

ethe exciting taa- o! extrlcating big a1 111
tight places. Gen. Russby has the ma-in cor

that area, under the supra-me comnmand o! t'

and assista-i ýby Lovanoif, who a-tKovuao 15
ba-ck tha- Austra-Gerinaxis from making hac
the route ta Kier.

The situation is o! profounil Interest eveý
miitary people; the.probiem of bow fa-r a grE
ca-n retreat witihout, belng bagged, caught

stato that thc Czar's arm les, may euc008ss?
idenburg and Mackensen ln the- ara-a of war

by this ma-p.

tong-, a-put by a wedg- and generally
by svllt, offensive tactice-, ba>cbei up by
ovcrvhelming a-rtiliery.

Turn About

AS Sany holeil out on the firat gree0A frem over the border a-a-bd, "An(
Étrobes drid you ta-be?"

"Elght," replia-i the Scot.
"Ah!" sa-id the Englishman. «"I tool;

that's my ha-le."
The Scota-man ventura-i no reply; bi

the second gre-en, the Englishman repeÉ
mer question, the latter shoab bis heaid
expression e! infinite wia-dom en bis
murmureil:

"Na, na, my mannle; this tîme lt'- i:
ask first."

Our Premier's NrA Tthe close of bis a-ddress ta
of Ottawa on Thura-daya
Robert Borda-n cancluilei

message: Icreiac
"And ao1 ato you fromi 1

frorn the F]rench people, from the
a-ha-t message-via-h a mnessage not o
but of confidence asq va-l. Onre ca-ni
the final r-eult corne from this var,
which va- are rnovlng are s0 wondE
so world--4omp5llling, tbat va- aA
significanc-- One o! my colia-agues

sheer wiantonness. The abuse of women ID
many a sIckening page in the officiai and swGr,
ports on their atrocitles.

AND we may be very sure that, if they wiilAare in a position to impose their wlll Oui 1
enemies, they will stop short e f .nothiJIý

rewa-rd their soldiery and entrencb their f
national position. 'For Instance, if tliey
Canada, they will take it; and they wiIl geveri
and they wlll shoot, jail or exile any Wbo da-re 8
in their way. The only limit to Ger.maf "rl
if they win-will be German migbt. TheY W'll
hesitate to take territory, hold conquered and1
willing peoples and levy crusbing indemnities.
collection of trophies of the Goverurnefit an(<
individuals will be quite in the medlaeVO-l 111
'This la war-ît is neither achlvalrous duel1 01
sort of thlng we waged la South Africa.
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