
INTRODUCTORY.

»ortion of the party, in my own capture, and a horri--

ble captivity of five months' duration.
Of my thrilling adventures and experience during

this season of terror and privation, I propose to give

a plain, unvarnished narrative, hoping the reader will
be more interested in facts concerning the habits, man-
ners, and customs of the Indians, and their trdatment

of prisoners, than in theoretical speculations and fine-

wrought sentences.
Some explanation is due the public for the delay in

publishing this my narrative. From memoranda, kept
during the period of my captivity, I had completed

the work for publication, when the manuscript was
purloined and published; but the work was suppressed
before it could be placed before the public. After sur-

mounting many obstacles, I have at last succeeded in
gathering the scattered fragments; and, by the aid of
memory, impressed as I pray no mortal's may ever be
again, am enabled to plaée the results before, I trust, a
kind-judging, appreciative public.
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