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more ao than even to the-mother country;a e~very day prover it, and no resolution ca
malie i otherwie,

"< But if. nsead f meaning anyof the, above:itated imposibilities, you.mean that the
Government ahould be adinîistered.awcording to thewell-understocdWishes and interetsof
the people; that the resolUtions.of September, 1841 should he faithfully adhered tu;. that
it should-be comnpetent ±,the Çounicil;tooffer advice.on all occasions, whiethor as to patru
or otherwise ndithat therGovernor abould receive it with the attention dueý t, bis cosa-
tutional adv' , and consultwith, thenini alil cases of adequate importance; that there
should be a oal co.operationand n ye between him and then; that the Council
ahould be res.ponsible to the provineial Prliament and penple; and that when the acts of
the Governor.are such as they do not Choose to be responsible for, they should be et liberty
to resign; then 1 entirely agree with you, and see no imipracticability in carrying on respon-
sible governuent ln.a. elony on that footing, provided that the respective parties engaged in
the undertaking be guided by moderation, honest purpose, comuin setse, andt euitable
minds, devoid of party spirit.'

"<Therefore resolvedi, that this liuse recognize in the above resolutions and documenta
the truc principles of colonial govennment, as applicable to any future forai of constitution
which the Imperial Perliament nay, in itisisdon code to Newfoundland."

The amalg ted stenm; ing ex ired, the Imperial Govermnient most unaecountably
restored the old form of constitution, pIacing in the ands of the Governor and a Council of
nine gentlemen, executive and legislative authority, and Icaving the Asseibly, on its
original bisis, to encounter the infuences, in a separate chamber, which luul well nigh under-
nimned its foùndation inthe 'araalgaa'mated Leislature. None of those aalutary changes
referred to in the foregoing resolutions, and adnitted to be, essential to the harmonious aid
useful operation of coléni governinent Were adopted, though the old constitution waa
se altered as to secure to the Executive. the initiation of mnoney votes in the A ssembly, whih
necessarily embarrassèd the fre action of the popular branch, and has enabld the Executive
iorefuse its asent to otesof a moèt Ùiseful nature, because sought to be initiated by niem-
bers opposed to the Go ernment. This power has been this arbitrarily and corrupdy used.
The Council retaining the ,exercise of executive and legislative fuInetions combined, the
Governuent ia without.an organ in thé popula. branch, to explain its policy or take the load
in important matters of legislation. So situated, the Executive is without poever or influence
in the Assembly, and the Governnent has only worked on by sufferance for the last four
yea. The public are thus deprived of the great advantarcs of a welld.irected executive
nflueice in the condust of public afurs, while the result of iii exercise of constitutional

control on the policy of the Èecutive, would bc to stop the whcels of government
altogether.

Such resuilts as thèse iwere clearly forescen, as the natural consequence of suca n systeo,
by the late Lord Sydenhan, who gave his opinion as follovs, in a confidential despatch,
dated at Halifax, I. S., in the year 1840

"hie lest, and in my opinion by far the most serious defect in the Government, is the
utter absence of power in the Executive, and its total %vant of energy to occupy the attén-
tion of the country upon real improvements; or to lcad the Legislature in the preparation
and adoption cf neasures for the benefit of the colony. It does not eppear to have occurred
to any one that it is -one -of :the first duties of the Governrnent to suggest improvenients.
where they are wanted; that the -..astitution having placed the power of the Legislature
in the hands of -an Assembly and a Council,i it is only by acting through these bodies that
this duty eau be performed ; arid that if these proper and legitaniate funetions of Govern-
ment are neglected, the necessary result must be, not only the improvement which the
pçople havebight te expectwill iegiedted, snd thé -prosperity cf the country checked,
but tiat this branch of the Legislature will Misuse its power, and the popular mind be
eaaily led into excitement upon imere abstract theories cf oversiment, te whieh thei atten-
tion is directed as thd remedy for the ùneasiness they feel.'

It was notto be supposed that the, people of this colony could be satiefied with such a
position cf public affairs; and au addrcss t Il or Majesty was accordingly adopted by the
Assembly in the year 185 1, aflirning the principles of self-government, and praying for the
concessiono executive responaibility. No just reason existed why a system of goveiment,
'which every other Britishl American province repudiated, aind whic every enlightened British
statesmnan condemna, should be fastened upon that colony. Without the principles of execu-
tive responsibilityi it.was fait t the Government vas not deserving the name, and that it
was unjust and unËanly to tax the industry of the people for its siipport.

dtingas we have good reason to understand, on the misrepresentations of the interested
ofilcipls of the colonyr and those who have invariably oppoeed n extension Of popular righta
in this the oldest andi most neglected of 'er Majesty's ]3ritish North A nerican colonies, Éarl
Greys H er Majes Principal Secretary of State for the Colonies, dclined advisinH lier

M s crnpc y vv the prayer of that address, thoughhlis Lordship held eut sème liopes
tht h we he iuisme degree, be influencec by the result of the gouetal elections

bich~ re·thenortlydto a'e Place in Newfoundland. 1lpon the communication f his
the ini the Session:of 1852, n Suite ofesolutions,:express

the~'nl fTtheilabitatitbeing adpted, it wvas thereibre resolved that a renewedappli-
-â7et úly6%y er M 'etyybut ta both Houses of arliamen

B~e~~s eIchdîm,e iheop oùio b tidtnéd poiwéf, an l¶theiopes ,f the
y * colony


