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rich material to the historian of the Mother .of the
Incarnation, their pages containing constant re-
ferènces to and quotations from her letters both'

spiritual and historical, as well as from the Annual,
Reports of the Jesuit Missioners, and other cotem-
porary documents of the highest authenticity and the
deepest interest.

The historical statements in the introductory
châpter, rest chiefly on the authority of the Abbé
Ferlanà in his "Cours d'Histoire du Canada," 1861,
and of Bancroft in his "History of the United
States,". 1841. The historical facts incidentally
introduced in the course of the work can be verified by
refprence to the Abbé Ferland or any other Canadian
historian, or to the Letters of the Mother of the
Incarnation.

It only remains to be noticed that thé words
"saint," " saintly," and others of similar import are
used'throughout solely in their popular acceptation,
and not with any intention of anticipating the decision
of the Church regarding the sanctity of the Venerable
Mother Mary of the Incarnation. or of any other of
God's servants mentioned in these pages.

In like manner, the record of miraculous occur-
rences, visions, and other extraordinary supernatural
favours, is uuderstood to rest as yet only on human
authority, and therefore to claim no more han the
degree of credibility which attaches toanywell
authenticàted human statement.

April 30th 1880. y

208th Anniversary of the death of the
Venerable Mother of the Incarnation.
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