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C., 1886. His father.was a Scotèhman, who, in hii capacity as a

eivil engineer, visited Russia in 1827 in the em'ploy of a company of Î,
rail*ay èontractors operating there and who ýmarried a Rus-

sian lady. While in Russia * Captain - Spring *as born, and
afterwards m y removed té S « au

'hortly, the fa il cotland. At

early agge Captain Spring entered "the mercantile marine and

aft,ýBr visitincr 'various quarters of the wprld and sailing in

nearly every sea, 'he ar-rived at Sooke, Vancouver Islarid,ïn 1853.
In 1861 Captain Spring and Mr. C. B. Youncr formed a partnership

and opened. a general "store at Bella Coola to supply the miner&

They. also possessed a schooner, of which ilugli MeKay. was ý1

appointed master. . In 1862 Captain. Spring, was stricken with

small-'pox and his life was saved by' the càre and attention bestowed

on him by* -a miner, Daniel McCallum When Captain Spring re-

covered thé company sold out' its inierest at Bella Coola and

]ýeturned'to Victoria. They found the -vîýest coast business was.

becoming brisk and in 1863. they (Captain Sprincrý and Mr. C. Býý

Young) wor-ed up a trade with the Indians in fur and oil, * and the
ey star -a station at Beachy Bay'for saltiiicr- and

saine year th ted
luring salmon. - They worked .,up a luerative business, findin-W a

market for their &h in * California and the- Sandwich Islands, and,
continued in partnership till 1864, »-výrhen Captain Sprino, jôined

]Peter Francis and in coiijunction with him started a trading station .
at San Juan, on the west co*sti. -Troin that'time - till 1870 Captain

Spring was engageà inthis trade, and, duri*'g - that"iime purchâsed.

andlostquiteanumberofschooners. Inl8ÏO-.theseal:fishinLbezau

toassume unportance, and. Captain S ring. foribed, a partnership,

with Mr. Ilugh McKay * nd Mr]Peter Fràneis to en«arre this

industry. The company purchased thrée seliboners, the "Surprise,'

the Alert and the "'Favorite."' They c'ntinued, this. business

with incréasing sucéess till 1880, Mr. Theo. Lubbe, how of

Esquimalt, joined.the"firm,. which wàs now kn'wn a' s Win. spring

Co. Prior to 1884 the seal fishing liad been off the èoast of Van-

couver Island, but in that year the firm. fitted out the-sehooner

Mary Ellen with a crew of 'white hunters, under compand of

-Captain DaniUcLean and sent'her to Behring's Sea. In 1885 the

Favorite was also seýt north under' com, inand of Mr. Charies
SÉring.' Froin this time forward the company s: bu -ee&in -prospered. 
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and they continued to, add to theïr fleeit of schooners, ownin six at
the tùne of Captain S ring's death». After his decease bis- large -
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