
After an attentive and disinterested consideration
of this subject, your Committee are led to the conclu-
sion, that the adoption'of the plan proposed by the
Earl of Durham, in which this is the prominent feature,
mUst lead to the overthrow of the great colonial empire
of. England.

The control exercised by the popular will, over the
administration of affairs In Great Britain, and over the
choice of persons by whom the government shall be
conducted, is founded, not upon theory, but upon the
practical necessity of carrying on a government,
according to the will of that power in the constitution,
which, right or wrong, can most effectually control it.
Simple responsibility of the executive functionaries,
and their liability to answer for misdemeanors or mis-
takes, existed in England long before the popular
branch of the legislature assumed its present powers;
and in fact, the trial and punishment of ministers, or
in other words, their actual responsibility was inuch
more frequently exhilite< when the Sovereign was
independent of the people, than since the British con-
stitution has been, by the necessities of the Crown,
moulded into its present form.

"This, latter responsibility the colonists have: it is
now proposed to<bestow on them the former.

No one can be blind.to the fact, that it is amongst
those who 'advocate the doctrine, that colonies are.
useless and bu'rdensome, that responsibility of the
government to the people finds its warmest supporters.
Lord Durham holds a contrary opinion, and yet he
advocates popular government!


