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keeps Sir Francis here; what should we do without
him? '

" It is true, dear Katherine; " again Reginald took
lier hand, and she forgot to talke it away. "I was
selfish for a moment. My fatber's place le here;
bis wisdem le great if his strength je flot what it wau
-and, indeed, the flrst is a quality we sadly want
in this reairu,"

"Aye, and here as muàh as anywhere," the girl
exclaimed. " Janet tells me there le tal even among
the servants of the Manor about a rising." Katherine
sank her voice. "She lias seen the ribbon"

"Ribbon! What ribbon, dear cousin? You talk
in engmas."

"It le red, witli a black stripe on ether side, Janet
saye. She tells me that Lawyer Startin *sgvnstreamer to whomsoever wlll take them, but iec
le bound over by eolemn promise flot to show it yet."

" Master Startin is a dangerous man; lie has the
old fanatic creed in liim whicb wll out. I neyer see
him but 1 seemn to read it in his narrow face and heavy
iaws."

"Yes, lie will do rolechief with tliese poor people,
and I hear that a certain Pastor Mulgrove lias been
at Watchet, and the people have crowded to hear
hlm. Hie preached on that text, 'Is tlie Lord's hand
shortened that Hie cannot save, or is ear lieavy
that it cannet hear?' Hie spoke of a deliverance at
hand, and that all would soon, like Joshua, have to
cloose whomn they would serve."

"Whio told you ail this? "
"Janet, as she waited on me only this mornlng."
" Does my f atier know of it? "
"No. 1 have net told hlm yet. I suppose 1 must,

and yet I hate to grieve him. Besides, wliat can lie
do? Lawyer Startin lias more power and influence
wth these people then Sir Francis, evep thougli hc
be Lord of the Manor, and lias ever been kind to al
these beneath hlm in rank."

" Don't you know wliy, cousin? It is because
this fellow Startin jumpe with their mood. Hie tells
themn what they 'wonld hear; while Sir Francis ever
preahes a t ience and loyalty, whkh the4r would not

ha.Ytam I alxnost a rebel myself.' Reginald
fluelied at the word under his bronze. It lad come to
lave ewuli a significance in Englaud, as to make men
who lad suffered for their fldelity to the Stuarts wnce
at the breathing of it.

to those of his ministers in whom he conflded. The
cause of the duke, cousin, can neyer prosper. It le
founded on a lie. In addition, to, capture England
one muet be a man, at least, of courage and deter-
mination, slow to strike; but, wlien the blow le made,
resolute to see it througli. Monmouth is no sudh
hemo, and those who put their trust in lin will rue the
day of their confidence."

No bouses were to be seen fromn that terrace outlcok
-nothlng but trees and water and the distant coast-
line beyond the Channel. But the young girl knew
that in township and hamiet, in sheplierd's lut and
flehezinan's. cottage, brave hearts were beating in
unison, flled with one hope, knit by one faitli. Yet
as Katherine istened to Reginald, and felt the truth
of hie worde, epoken, as elie knew, by one who had
reason to, be certain of what lie said, a ch111 of feur crept
to lier lieart, flot for lierseif, but for the people. I f
theïr idol were indeed of dlay, then the fal of it would
be terrible, and how many would be cruslied under its
weiglit?

", May God keep us ail from smcli a calamity 1" crÎed
Katherine fervently.

"Amen to that with ail my heart 1" Then he slipped
his amin into bers, and led lier towards a bower whidb
bounded the terrace at one end. Katherine yielded
lierself te the influence of his gentie compulsion. She
was in a whirl of feeling, liardly knowing wlat she did,
fuîl of thougîts presented by the conviersation they'
bad just lad, conecious of theyog a whose
personality had assumied for lier a guse t which
she liad by neonieans accustomned lier mi, tdoubtful
ofhler ownhleartmonet of ail. So she went wtl eiglit-
ened color, the rose still in lier rigît land.

Reginald led hie cousin to a seat, then he bent
over lier and looked into lier eye. She met hie glance.
for a second, tIen lier gaze dropped, and the peacli
blom on lier cheeks deepened and spread to lier ears.
I these latter there was a strange buzzing, as thougli

she liad been fiung into deep water which had closed
about lier head.

Reginald sank on one knee and took possession of
the rose's prison.

" Kathermne, do yen know wlat you are te me?
Soniething so higli above me, se pure and sweet, tliat
I cannot attain to its heiglits; yet I would dare to do
as I have seif yen do to-day: stretcli eut my hand
to the rose cluster almost ont of my readli. I want
Yeu to think of me when I amn away frein you-"

He stopped.
«'I ehould always do that," she faltered. "lYour

father and I talk of yen daily."
But she was net te, be let off so easily. This young

man liad fouglt witli the Moors and liad learned
a certain firmness in the proces,

" I want you te, thlnk of nme, dear-in oue way-
net as you have thnglt of me before."

"How cari I?"aIe faitered. "I do net k.nwhliw."
"You muet go te echoel anid learn," lie sid, and lie

ventured te stroke lier lianci.
"Wliere le the sclooli'" aIe asked. "I do net

know the way to it." lier voice was very soft and low,
and if lie lad net been very close te lier lips aseuredly
lie would net have caught the worde,

" It is a school of whichi the door le shut and barred
when otlers are by. It is only open for yen. te enter
wlieu you are alone-in ,your chamber, on theselitary
moor, by the sea-eliore."

"I have neyer seen it, tIen," she persisted.
"No; it cannot be seen: onlv felt, for it lies hidden

nnready; indeed, it le ail se strange--so passing
etrauge te me."

"I1 muet be content witli that?" lie asked, yet lie
knew hie answer."I can only give yen that," cie declared, withasweet firnines whcl became lier weil; at leaet, lie
thought ,so, althougli the judgment of the court was
net in hie favor.

"May I net have one thing more?" lie pleaded.
"W'lat le it? " she asked.
"The rose yen pludked," and le stretched out hiehand. " It le an emblem of yen. "

She did not say yea or nay, yet wlien Reginald
Harbin rode out frein the gates of Wintern Manor
tlat afterneon, there was a white rose in hie lat,whicl resembled the one Katherine lad plucked freinthe wall abeve the terrace.

CHAPTER Il

THE KING'S INQUISIITOR

L IBUTENANT HARBIN and hie man-servant,LDavid Colbert, rode on tlieir way towards London
by rapid stages. Both were weil mounted, andthe hîgh roads, at any rate,' were in moderately fair

condition. There liad been but little rmin for morethan a mouth past. Colbert had been a trooper
in Lieutenant Iiarbin's company. The latter ladtaken a fancy te the man, wlio had a franli, epen face,and was of tried courage. Reginald lied made him hiebody servant in Tangier, wlieu the one lie lad takeneut feU il of fever and died. After the troop was dis-
banded, Colbert liad asked te be retained in thelieutenants service, and as Reginald had taken a liking
te hîm, and lad feund hlm always ready in resource
and gcod-tempered, le was nothing lotli te accede te
the request.

The route dliosen was by Taunton, Yeovil, Sherbomne,
and se te Salisbury. As they rode side by side-forthe lieutenant liad encouraged Colbert te keep paceinstead of maintaining lis place in the rear-the
marked the characteristics of the country tirûug
whicl tley lied passed and the people they enicoun-
tered.

"4Net mucli being dene liereabeuts," the iman-
servant remarked as tIey crossed a stone bridge ever
a streain, whcl n=aked the benndary line between
Som-erset and Dorset. "Seeme as if the lay was net
valued mnucli in thîs country. That field las been ripethis week or more p ast, and net a scythe pnt into it.'"

"The n are ail on tIe roade,'" Reginald nwrd
"Tliere ismeure stirring than husbandry."

Ms le spoke tIcy rode up t a ferge. The twiliglit
wae coming on. Work migît wel lhave beca suspenaed
for the niglit under ail erdinary circunastauces. Net
se on this occasion. Three furnaces were lu full baset,
one of whicl seemed te lave been improvised somewlat
hastily te meet an unusual demand. HlaIf-a-dozen
siitîs were worlng at tte forges wtI bare arme
and set faces, on whîcli the sweat etood out lu great
drops. Quite a number of men woriced ontside or
ranged themselves3 against the walle of the sniltly.
Thie fireliglit, as it rose and fell with the plunglng
ef steel into red-liot embers, or tIe beat of laminer
on anvil, liglited up the faces of the waiting bystanders.
Tley were set and sullen; net a word was spoken, net
a rougI jest exdlianged. It seemed that the business
they lad in lsnd dld not admit of the relaxation of
a muscle or the offering 0f the civilities 0f 11f e. Labor-
ers they were, niost of theni, with liere and there a


