
INIPRODUCTION

For a quarter of a cciitury Cana(La lias paout witii giant strj(je
the path of intellectual and inaterial progress, "I'liýiiik-s to the nivii
of tlic getieration on wliicli devolved the (litlictilt task of
it, the Canadian Conféderation lia,; becoine streiigtlieiie(l more and
more in proportion as tiiiie has alloývecl the definition of its polities
and the accomplisliiiient of those colossal ciitcrprises whicli liave

attracted the attention of the world. after but tN%«ciity-fiý-e
years, mir country occupies the first colonial place of the globe. It

is not, then, ainiss to present, iii a woriz casily accessible to, the
public, soute of the great figtires whicli give lustre to the present

tinie. Seeing tlitis grouped tliese statesnicii, t1ic.se these

men of letters, these kings of finance and industr Nvlio, cacli in Iiis

mit spliere, liave labotired for the glory of otir country, our fello\%--
cottittryttieli will miderstand better the elenients of colicsion whicli
bind tis and the (Itity inctinibent oit ill to stretigtlicii thein, instead

of Nve.ilciiiii- tliciii efflier hy indifférence or b:, ignorance.

'This gallery will contain portraits of but a Iiiiiited iiiiiiiber of
those wlio are entitled to a place in it. 'rhe order iii -%viiieli they

will appear is tieitlier an order of iiierit iior of I)i-cec(luiieu. On the
contrary, the aiiii of the management is to iiiiii-le them .*o ws to

avoid illotiotolly.

Tlie sinaller provinces, so proud in tlieir collective streti(dli, ,-o
little known and appreciated in certain parts of the Conféderation,

will liave tlieir sliare in this publication, destiiied to be spread
througliont Canada. Tlicir ilitistrious sons will tliere appear as it
were in soleiiiii protest against the indifférence in whicli LlieY are

lield in soine quarters.
'rlie passions of party, political entanglenients, or tlie violence

of strife, too often exhibit men in a false liglit. Alinost invariably,


