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A New University Head
yT is not every day
jthat a Univer-

sity selects a
new head, and such
an event îs usually
important and nlot-
able. When the Uni-
versity is one of the
oldest and 1argest ini
the country, there î8
an added interest iu
the occasion.

The University of-
Toronto lias had
somê, great men in
charge of its affairs,
chivf among whom
were Dr. MeýICaul and
Sir Daniel Wilson.
Presidput Loudon was
not strong in literary
or classical lines and
was weak lu public
speaking. C on se -
quently he failed to
imp4ess the public.
Ilis lot was cast in
troubled timnes and
his p)assing frout of-
fice was contempor-

R. A. Falconer, LL.D., aneous with, but not>
Principal Presbytetan (3ollge, Halifax. the cause of, better

opplortuiiity.
The Maritime Pro-

vinces have agaLi1 been calleil up)on to supply "Canada"
with an eduicationist. They hanve already contributed a
president to M_ýcGiIl and two p)residents to Quecn's Uni-
versity, but this is the first timne Toronto bas found it
necessary to draw uplon the culture beit of the Dominion.
Siir Williami Dawson and P1rincipal Gordon were born i
Pictou, Nova Scotia. Principal Grant clainied Albion
Mines as his birthplace, but went to school in Pictou.
Dr. Fealconer, the new bead of Toronto, iunst needs be
inixed upl with P'ictoni. lis father, the Rev. Alex. Fal-
coner, resides thiere. The son was, however, borninl
Prince lEdward Island. Morgan givea Nova Scotia the
credit, but this sceema to be a miatake.

Dr. Falconer was educated in the Island o! Trinidad,

at Edînburgh and iu Germany. fie is an LL.D. of
Fredericton University and Francis Xavier College. Froin
a West Indian Gilchrist Scholarsbip, via lEdinburgh, Ger-
niany and Halifax to the University of Toronto is a far
cry and illustrates bow tortuous are the paths of glory
wbich men are called upon to tread.

In 1892 bie joined the staff of the Presbyterian College,
Halifax, in 1895 became professor, and on retirement of
Principal Pollock was chosen to succeed hilm. Hie has
been intimately connectedl with Dalhousie and if hie had
not been called ta 'Toronto would probably have beet
asked to succeed Principal Porrest wben that veteran
tires of the battle. fie bas been steadily growin'g in the
estimation of educational circles in Nova Scotia and
had attained a certain degree of leadersbip -whicb looked
to be all-conquering. The people of Nova Scotia will be
sorry to lose hixu, but proud to know that bie will oc-
cupy the bi*gbes educational position in the git of the
people of a sister province.

Dr. Palconer recently left for a summner in Greeýe and
South Germiany, but' is cutting short bis trip and re-
turningS imniediately to give a final consideration to tbe
question of bis accepting the position wbicb Ifas soute-
what unexpectedly been offered hM.

If the reader will pardon the personal feature, Vie
would like ta give an extract from a letter written hy
Dr. Falconer to; the editor of 'The Canaldian Counier last
November. Re said:

111 bavebeen greatly interested at learning tbat you
are undertaking a new weekly paper for Canada. I bave
long boped that soine one would do for us what the
'Spectator' and 'The Nation' are -doing for England and
the Eastern States, and 1 sincerely wisb you every

This journal l&s not yet attained to quite the liteiry
excellence'of the two journals mentioned by Dr. Falconer,
but in titne it may rival eveli these.

To, the subject again. Dr. Falconer is a Presbyteria-n
clergyman> and it will be a great sbock to bistory for a
UTniversity founded for the express purpose of taking
biglier education in the Province o! Ontario ont of the
bauds o! the churcb, to, agaîn bave a clenic at its head.
Nor was Dr. Falconer the only'clergymnan mentioned for
the position. Trwo Churcli o! ]England priests, it is said,
were seniously considered. The whirligig of time britgs
great changes. There is no outery against the choice.
If there are protests, they are mnade silently.
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