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aâ it so, oîftes dots. .Our winter falcon, the fierce
gosbawk, that had been slashing the keen air with

his strong wings, dashed tbrough. the pinery unpre-
ceived by the drowsy grouse and grappled. ber in ýhie

ýâharp crooked * talons aimait without stopp>ing hîs
.flight, for there was no sign ôf reaistance beyond a

,wing mark on the snow. Away he bore ber, strug-

gling and parting with ber feathers, bat all in vain;

.from, those -claws no bird bad ever escaped. Liet us
consider the signa that, tell the story. 'Rad. it been

at.rrgiit the partridge would bave been roestiz3g on

ai 1mb, and flot sitting in a cavity in the. snow. It
happened when there was no wind, otherwist the

feathers, would have heem blown far -and wide, ahso

the feathers would not have been thawed down into

cavities without the bright Sun at this winter teni-.

perat ure. The afternoon. of the day before I came,

exactly answers the conditions; the day before that

was cloudy and squally.
If the haWk had not made a prize of -her, there,,is

evidence that a weasel midght have. feasted on ber,

for his tra&sa betrayed bis presence .the sanie -after-

noon on the very spot, where he smehled Qf aibmt

every feather as if he could bardly believe the, evi-

dence of bis eyes that s0 fresb a scent did, ni« kad to

a square meal for hlm thereaboute. Had htfIW.dý

the drowsy bird he would'bave crept nnperc0ed
u pon ber, greatly favored.by bis *hite.coat once
.within, reach, by a single bound he«.Wb Wol hae erl

jaws- of immense strengt fÈor 8s wal anà"

ântl Whlle the scuffle would, havebeen vgôrd ïébi

tb, te bird ilying away witb hlmn, sti tet ,ol

be but one ending ta the contest, and tbat was, îeýt

ta the grouee. Any person utay see that thre MtuPid-
est partridgé ýwould be thre otie ta Mni 'a vactin to

thre enemy; and tEins thre nmelver Ïndividul&ar
continually preerved.. .t is. equally trito Ilt tht

piges wM ll _Ita the swlftest aiid znct gwéùt

hawkas and owls, provided that tbeir cyts te oaa
ýare of lte best. Only the chéicest Weaas$11 be

mu 1s ta an owl would 1shorten Is days.

lu spite of ail alarm,'and occauital -ha4ip,

àw d tnIotS blo6&Whd, ont ii warmatftd i in thre

belief tiret the- beas éâd Ird lsd hfébW e à"

swe. TYdle 0 tkubw that atîT~tOaivtS
mndmg.No bont~tof ~ 1khi evérd4W<

thfl reviis toi conelare r*OwôéuSïâew* 'Thor

Èuýrg are Sbon fPéewa,MUd. witfah Ik4f foodI,
iW els diodbtis& werth livlet.

ToI go .on wîtb my W*&k: I I dth rv,

now closd with ice a fust iu thiekncss,htf -a muile
to the hardlWood bill whte, I taolc th -sheiter of a

fringe of ancient heihiocks titat had apprepriated a

narçow strip of groiùndet, the -junetion of tht -hilI

aidi3wamp thati forma the niargin of the river. I

have talcen my readers over ibhis favorite bit of

woods when the -flowers were in bloom, and the

mating birds wert full of song, but now ail bas

chmsged. Theit is noý aomd but the muffied -roar of

tht wind se it takes the tre-topr and -thet herh

crnhing. of the cruet ,uader foot that isaý hidden

beneath thé llghter snow. Thi l a localty where
owls fnd ça"gnlel
quartn eMid "the

of tht euk,
eand nIy urnMes

thew daw tueb.
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