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in the county of Maeathy inil629; and hav-
ing been ‘edueated:up to the age of sixteen
by his kineman, Dr. Patrick Plunker, who
successively ruled the dioceres of Armagh
and Meuth; he formed one of a small band
of youths who accompanied the Rev,
Father Scurampo, the Oratorian back to
Rome after having fulfilled his mission in
[retand, whither he had been sent' by Pope
Innocent the X.: Thers he :pursued and
completed his stndies ; and afterwards he
‘beeame the agent of tho Irish Clergy at the
Roman Court, Having been appointed to
the See of Armagh, he was consecrated
Archbishop at Ghent on the 30th of No-
vember; 1669, and he arrived: in Ireland
nbout the middle of the following Mareh,
He at once commenced his pastoral Inbors,
which were rendured much . more arduous
ot account of the evil: days in which his
lot was cast,’nud he devoted himself to
provide for.the necessities, not only of his
own - diocese and - provinee, Lut for: the
spiritual “welfure -of Ireland generally.
During the eleven years of his episcopate,
-hisi zeal was . conspicuous® in :reforming
abuse in: establishing . seminaries. and
‘kchools, and - in administering: the Sacra-
‘ments ;and in iHustration of the unsel-
fishnéss of his .devotion to ‘the flock:- com-
‘mitted to his: eare, - tradition” still points
n‘m_.,i‘he_ #pov that . witnessed the following
“:gcene. - As hé:was being conducted across
‘the 1_ountr) by afguard of :soldiers: on' his
way to prison, hie met - on tha -rond a com-
“pany of light: henrted young:men and girls,
i \m\\dx\\' attire on their way foa tpattern,
_or village'f: -ast ; amd obtaining: leave from
«his.guard to atop and.:speak - to them, he
exhorted them -so earnestly that the\' re-
solved to abardon thigir "ifitended danger-

ous pleasuref and: nt onco rcturned to their.

‘home. .- AR
.~ Having bcmg brought to London in th(.
depth'of n mostirigid ivinter, and having
suffered much on -the ]ourncv ‘being ‘vf ia
very delicate constitution, he waseastinfo
"1 Newgaté prison, where: fox six' months ‘he
“hiad “tor share: the “treatment endured by
~those whé weré accuseil: of the worsti:
crimes:ii‘And yet we read that; in' addition
to the’ mﬂcrmzs of - hiy’ pmon *he  ndded
i many \'ohmmr\ pemances; ‘and - éspecially
a rigorous{ast-on ‘bread ‘and- watér three
- times cach week. 1AL his Arial he wis re-
“fused:afew days’irespite to’ enable him-to
-bring-over, witnesses and: dotitments-from
Treland, which would: bave pxo\ed ‘thab
= the nccmnhons broncht against<him' were
- falsé; and’ the same: ‘impious yudrre—Lmﬂ
Olncf Justice: Pemberton—after ! passing !
“ the sentence of death npon his victim; re-
fisodl' his requiest to-Ue allowed to htive the
spiritual aid -of & Catholic pncst e You
+will have,”:he‘replied, ¢ o’ minister of the |

i Chureh of England # .but - thet A\ch\nshop :

Lanswered
~intention

¢ Iam' obhgul for"your:‘good |
Lbutvsuth’-a" ~would" be

“iwholly useless'ta me.”’ "AProtestant ¢hro.’

qnicle of that time saysthat the Farl of Essex

‘heing:convinced'of his' innocence, applied
to Charles ‘11. for 'a pardon, us "he had
clearly been condemned on false evidence;
but when the Kingin « great  passion re-
fused to graut it -he concluded by saying
to the King; His blood be upon your
heed; and not upon mine” The sent:nce
of death did not-aflvight-him ; on the con-
trary, he marvelled -that he {elt no fear of
denth ; ; and in a letter he wrote from his
prison cell 'to a velntive, he says :i—% But
how am T, a poor crexmuc so stout, secing
that my "Redeenser bugnn to feur to be
‘weatry and sad, and thatdrops of His blood
ran down to the ground? "I have consldex-
ed that Christ, by His fears. and passions,

merited for mé to be without fear.” - Nay,

so resigned was he to die the death of n
Christian martyr, that not enly did he ex-
claim. “Deo gm‘tmb " as-soon as the judge
delivered the senteﬁ'cc but on the testi-
mony‘of n Protestant Imlounn the keéeper
of Nowgate. said that, when he told his
prisoner he wag'to prepare” for his exeen -
tion, * he received' 'his message: with all
quictiiess of mind and went to the sledge,

-ng wunconcerned as if he'had been going to
awedding.”  Anda Catholic eye witness
of his death records, that ¢¢ on the scaffold,

by:the singular composure ‘of soul and ac-
tions, he sceméd like an : angel ‘descended

from: Pﬂl’\ldlSL who' wag' JO\'OUE!V arrived .

at ' the: moment of- once” more returning
thither.”? Hé wasthe last -of those glori-
ous’Confessorn-of -the’ Icmth. who, bound

down'to a huidle, were! ‘thus’ dm"f'cd to -

Tyburn to un(lcn.o their uuq\u(ous sen-

tence of'being “hung drawn and qiarter- -

ed#" ‘That he'might have escaped deatlh,
eveniftér-his condenination, he hunaclf
‘nssérts in the document he drew up, just
before his execution; a*copy of which is
still'in the'narchives of “the Propngaiida at
Reme)s Therein hé says: -« [ ' assire ‘you
that a'great piéer "sent me notice that he
would save ‘my life, i T+ would accuse
others)” - This - treacherous ‘offer- be dis-
dained—indeed, thure‘ Wi
nccusud B v

+On théseaflold, thh au hivsic courage,
he: addn,qsed the: crowdof -:pech\toxs Tor

charges 'of ‘conspiracy  which ' thie - three
apostate priests and some! wicked Inymeén
hud - sworn - aghinss “hiny,
Faith, and pxudomng
thén. l\m.elmff dowin prayad fervently,
ccom\\w\\dud'lm\\\eh to God! &hlou"h the
merits' of : Carist ‘and’ the” intercessi 10[
thie Blessed: Virgia aid all the Angels'a
'Saints ;- and'ashe was xepmtmb y the: words,:
wInio Lh\ haiids, O Loxd [’¢ommend my
spirit;” the cart was dmwn ‘awny; and “he
hitng ~'suspendcd “between huwcn‘ and

m‘th

he! wus’dmd 1
ljiiman ” proces
took plucc ‘the! bawe

was’ cut downj and
of dxsmembormcnt

- no one to b(. )

an’ hOIU“'dlSpl()\lll“‘"“le false

confcssm'f the :

and’

“alspectacle to angéls and to men:”

els bng taken out
and:thrown’ ifito o' “fire which “was kindled -
for thnt purposc ‘and’ the* hend swele(l :




