
T/iree Sources of Ide.

The toise man's eyes are in lus
/zead-to looku bacluward ont tinte.-
Our world lias inow existed for near-
ly six thousand years, and it were
strange if the bistory of thiat pcriod
wvas not frauglit witli instruction.
Man, unlike the iîîferior animiaIs, lias
the powver of transmittinig bis ad-
vancemenit in science and art to bis
successors ; and postcrity have the
advantage of knowing- former defeets
and latter imiprovements. But, in
reference to religious matters, wc
have a surer tcstimony than that of
man, to whlîih we do well to take
heed. In thie book of inspiration,
which is our only unerring guide, the
faults of thmose that have long since
given in their account, are there re-
corded as beacons set up to ivarn the
unwary of danger; and their works
of godliness arc there narratcd, that
their successors in the faith may be
taught to follow their exanîple--
iEvery N'ise mati wili, therefore, exer-
cise bis faculties in reflecting on the
past, that lie may Iearn the wisdonî
of former ages ; but, whîle lie gathiers
instruction from thie history of other
men and otlicr times, lie will not fait
to improve on his own pasi experience.
The revolutions of thc seasons as they
roll wvill bring to lis mmnd thiat revo-
lution in lus own existence whielî
niust soon pass upon hini-a revolu-
lion whielh is fast coming upon all
living, men. T1hec hours that are gone
cannot be recalled. Tle price of
rubies could not buy back a single
moment. To make a vigorous iirn-
provement of' tlie prcsent timie, and
progrcss in preparation for cternity,
are thereby taugi. IlWhoso is w'ise,
and ivili observe thîcse things, even
they shait understand thme loving kind-
ness of the Lord."

Thec wise man's eyes are in luis
lieaJ--to look forwcard to eternit.-
An liereafter is on ail lhanDs presscd
on our niinds for consideration. Tle
graves are niaking ready for us, death
is 1h(ckorning us aiay to judgment,

and eternity is st4rctched before ouf
vicw; and lie is not a w~ise mnan that
would turn his eyes away from the
sighit. IlWlîo is wise, and lie shall
understand these things; prudent,
aîîd lie shial know thieni ?" Death is
a terror to, evcry awakencd conscience
that is flot prepared for it ; but it is
a messenger of peace to every be-
lieving, sanctified mind. The believer
knows lie mnust submit to the sentence
for sin-" Dust thou art, and unto
dust thou shiait return ;" but, at the
saine tixue, lie listens to his Saviour's
voice, saving, I arn the resurrection
and the fife ; lie that believeth. in tue,
tliough lie w'ere dcad, yet shall lie
live." Hie can tiierefore say, in the
prospect of teaving lus defiled body
for the grave, I kîîow that îny Re-
deerner liveth, and that lie shial stand
at the latter day upun tîje earth ; and
thougli after my skin Nvorms destroy
this body, yet iii îny flesli shahl 1 see
God." Sucli a peace and triumphi of
mind can only be obtained by a sure
1 )reparation for eternity-a prepara-
tiori whichi must bie now, or it ivili
iîot be made liereafter. There is no
middle state; after leaviing this world,
we muust pass imnmediately either into
heaven or biell,, wliere we shall abide,
not a year or an age, but for ever
and ever. A wise man will, thière-
fore, solemnize bis mimd by contem-
plating eternity, exereising faith iii
his Saviour, and cultivating that liol-
ness, as a meetness for heaven, withî-
out wvhich no man shall sec tlîe Lord.
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TIIREE SOURCES 0F I)EAS.

IOur ideas proeeed from three
sources, thie senses, reason, and faith ;
and thiese are mutually dependent,
tboughi tlîeir uses and jurisdiction are
different. The senses furnisli reason
with hier niaterials, and reason fur-
nishcs faitlî with ber principles. The
senses neyer risc so ilîi as reason,
nor is it proper that reason slîould


