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secrets of the Macaulays, the Ruskins, the De Quincys, and the
Carlyles, and thus create a philosophy af style for himself.

4. Pr-osodj.-I arn afraid that the science which lias for its
function the investigation of the structure of E nglish verse lias
fallen ver)' low in the estimation of scholars and teachiers, if it ever
did accupy' any honorable Place in systems of Linglish scholar-
ship. We know hiow important it is iii the study of Gree:k and
Latin classies, but teachers; of Englishi have been toa much in the
habit of slighititng, it in effect, if flot ini intention. The classical
schiolar is apt ta look upon Englishi verse as rude and anamalous,
whien in truth it is as fastidiauslv artistic as the verse af
any other literature, ancient or modern. From C.haucer ta
Tennyson the grcat vcrse-mnakers have been canscientiaus artists,
w'arking according ta principles that are easilv- discovcred and
understood, and by which the work af each arti!rt can bc
thoroughly testcd. This point ai view lias long been farniliar ta
the German critics, w'owith cosmopolitan candor are, unani-
mous in according« ta Shakespeare the foreniiost place wvith
re-.I1ect ta art, as lie lias long held it by general consent w~ith
respect ta mmiid.

J. cannot herc enter iuto any detailed discussion of the science
af prosody. %.Suffice it ta point out that underlyîng thec structure
af-ilynlishi verse thiere arc greneral laws iii accordance with whichi
the vcrse lias been comstructed, whcether the author ivas
consciaus af thecir -authority or imot; that the prapcr wvay ta
become zicquainted w~ith these laws is nat ta learn t1iern by rote
froin treatises Nvritten by those who have discavered tlieni, but ta,
discover tlhcil iinductively for oncsci1f; thiat for this purpase
paetry becwn-cr; the subjcct nmatter af investigation : antid thiat a
va-;ricty of farns mnust bc investigatcd as wvcll as thce works
af a vanicty of authaori.

1 have no doubt thiat the standing objcctinn, want of linie,
w'ill recur licre morc persisteilîr thn ver, for as it is ual
considered a lcgiti;iiaîic abject af elîher schio> or callege training
ta raise up a haost af verse-niakers, thc utilitariaui value af
prosodly is i.)t ro :apparcnt as thiat of granuniar, rictonic, .iiid
phtllology. Iht it lias a v-alue of a vrry practical kiind, ncvcrtîbe-
kess. 1 xinhcsitatinglv, afini thant sn-~ni îhtlc lihstqualitics,
af prose are bc-ynnd tlh<- pstlvrs nt-the mniai who, i.; so uniortunate


