880

LTHE COMMEROILAL

Canada and the Manchester Ship
Canal.

Lt year Canvia showad hor fatorost fn the
geoat Eaglish einl project whish {s command-
ing so much attention aming mia of commorse
the wholo worl  over by despitshing an cogia-
eor to gather lsssons fr the canat works in
prograss within the Dom'nioa Bat Cannda'’s
concera with the greit Miuchester enterprise
is by no moans limited to its enginoring char
asteristics, Last weok Me John Dyke, the
Ciuadian Goveramont agsat at Liverpool, was
summoned to Lonlou to appsar bofore the
Ssleot Committeo of the Hous» of Locds; and
the evidenco h3, as an expirt, was ablo to lay
before the Ea 1 of Cidogan -»d the other nobls
lords on the committeo was of such momeat, in
view of the devel'pnent of the Canadian ex-
port trade with Great B-itain, that a repre-
sontative of the Canadian Gazette sougbt out
Mr. Dyke, and induced bim to explain how
tho pesition of Cavada will be affected when,
at Lhi vpeaiog of the next Caanadian season, the
heari o the chief manufasturing areasof Erg
laad is brought ths seabrard

A MARKET OF SKEVEY MILLIONS,

“Welt," said Mr. Dyko, aftsr thase prelimi.
nary objections had been dispised of, ‘‘you
want to koow why I believe Canada will be
benefitted inoro than any o.her country outside
tho United Kiog lom by this canal.  Jhe reason
is very simple. Manchester is the contro of the
dcniest mass of consumers ia the world, and by
means of this canal you bring Canadiau pro
Guce right up to the very dooraof these con.
sanors. .ake tho one commodity of batter.
Of the twelve milliv 1 sterling’s worth of butier
imported ioto the United Kinglom, probably
at least five millions’ worch comes from Den-
mark and Scandinavia to Manchestor and vicini
ty. The result is that Manchester merchants
virtually control the trade, and make the
prices for butter and also margarine not anly
for Great Britain, but for the Cintinent,”

“Nearly balf the import, then, comes to
Manchester and district ?” .

¢“Just so, from Scandinavia via Hu 1, and you
can see why, if you coaosider that within car?.
age distauce of the ciy of Maunchester—that
is, withia a ralis of twelvs miles of the Man.
chester wharves of the canal—thersa are no
fewer than two millions of people, That is to
say that Canadian produce can be broughtin
trausatlantic steamers right into tho midst of
this immense population; while, taking a fur-
ther radius, you find Manchester the centre of
seven millions of people—a greater papulation
than is attached to avy other seaport in the
world. Holiand and Belgium are con.idered
the most densely-populated countries in
Europe. They havo 416 persons to the square
mile. The United Kingdom has 310. Bat the
density of population in thedistrict Maachester
serves is thirteen times as great as that of
Holland and Belginm, and nincteen times as
great as that of the rest of the Jnited
Kingdom."”

COMPETING WITH NORTHERY RUROPE.

¢ Qf course, this densely p2opled area is not
shut out from Canadian products now."

** No, but the railway freight chirges from
Liverpool to Manchester just suffice to shut out
a good deal and check expansion. You will
gee this for yourself by this statement: of the
new railway charges from Liverpool to Man.
chester:—

Live cattle..2s 6d per head.

Meat....... 8s per carcnis of 8§90 1bs.

Bacon ...... 10s per ton or about 236 iper box,

Cheese.... .Equal to 31 to 31d per box,
v.es..103 por ton load, or about 15 61

These figures do not inclade the cartage and
commisaion charses which have to be met io
Liveipool for transfer from the steamer to the
railway, so that you may note how material
the saving would b> whan ths producs is
carried direct from Canada to Manchester, and

thero brought within cartiog distance of the
consumer. Aad you cna also ses what this
must mean When Canada has to compate with
countries like Dssmark and Ssandioavia,
Their praduots have all tho risk of transit ria
Hull—~tho changse from the North Sea steamor
to tho railway,—anlif they desirs to sharo the
advantages of the Manchestor Canal, their
ships must make the enarmous detour all round
tho north of Scotlund 6r south of Eagland.
Camdian bviter and other perishablo com-
moditios will, on ths other haad, bs placed ia
cooliny chambers on the ateanier at Mootreal
and be taken straight to the doors of tho con.
sumer. As matters now stand Canada caunot
80 sucersafully competo with nerthern Earope.
When the caral isupened sho will by in a much
moro favorabls position,”

TIIE OANADIAN CATTLE TRADE.

* What about Canadian caitle?™

* Wall, the ohject of my giving evideaco be-
fora the Sslest Committes waiy to assist the
Cerporation of Maachestar to obtiin pawers
to erect lairazys aund slaughtor hous:s for
Canadian cattlo, and also landing places
for thym when thay ara allowe? t> bs moved
alivs and psrmitted to g> to 3alford market,
which is oaly two miles distaat. It is hoped
that this freolom widl be granted agnta within
the next few woeke. As the oattlo freight is
tho most valuable, it is scarcely likely, ualess
the cattls ars alloved to go to Manchester, that
tho steamers wil land the catila at L'verpool,
pay Liverpoot dass, aad gooa with the oth ¢
cargo to Manch:ster, where thay woull have
to pay dues agair. Raally, the destinstion of
the cattlo coatrols vur chances of this new out-
let for Cuaadian products. It is reckoned that
the offal will bs wo_th in Manchester from 83
to 10s per head more than in Liverpool, as it
can bo distribated i nmediately aming the con-
sumere. This, with 8s freight, would mean
about 16s per head, and in the hot weather
more, nearly 203 per head.”

A 3AVING OF TEN PER CENT.

‘At what do you calculate the saving in
freight? Of course, there will be the extra
steamship freight up the sanal to Manchester.”

*That extra steamship freight would be very
little, if anythiug a% all.  Asto the net saving,
you can sso for yourself by takiog the case of
the hay trade. Aboat 1,000 tons of Canidian
hay have heen laaded at Liverpool weekly ainze
the opening of the prosent year. Last week
ona contract was made for 1,000 tons of hay to
be delivered in Mauchester, via Liverpool, The
freight from Liverpool to Mancheater is 7s 44
per con, and cartage 1s 61, or, together, 8s 104
per toa on a commodity of the value of 80s to
83s, or over 10 per cent. This 10 p2r cont will
bo saved wheo the hay wwa go direct to Man
chestar in the Canadiao vessel. Ths same per-
centage ap{plios to other articles of Cinalian
expart. Of the Canadian dealslandod at Liver-
pool by the the cattle steamers fully 70 par
cent go to Manchester and district, or through
Manchester to their destination. A standard
of deals (165 feot) occupies about the same apace
as a ton of hay, and a ton of bay occupies about
the sime space as twenty barrels of apples,
and tho saving of freight would thereforo b3
amaterial item in the imports for the Maachest
er markets.”

¢ There is ulso an enormius demand ia the
Manchester district for other productsia which
Caoada may compste with Europeanaud United
S:ates importers. Wood pulp comes almost
wholly from Norway aud Sweden. Iun1891 the
British imports wera 156,461 tons, and in 1892,
190,933 tons, of the value of ncarly a million
sterling. A large proportion of this import
from Europe is conveyed from Hull to Man-
chester and ocighborhood by rail for the man-
ufacturoe of paper, mill-biards, and other paper
supplies used for packing Maunchester goods to
be sent to all parts of the world. Dimens’oa
timber is also used in large quautities for the
manufacture of agricultural implements, whilo
the cotton mills take immeass quantites of
spools and other woodenware which Canida
may supply as well as, if not; better than, other

countries. Those are commoadities of 83 small
a value as not to pirmit of the expoase of
haadliag at Liverpool docks and railway."

RETURN OARGOES AND OTIIER POINTS,

* What about return oargres for the Canadiaa
ships goiog up to dlnachester ?”

“That is an important point. It is caloulat
ed that the Ceoadian imports of Europaan
manufactured goods—such goods as Canada
now imports, more espicially wirs, carthen
ware and glass—would be largely increased
Cauads now imparts nearly two million doliar's
worth of such goods, and they camo to a larg:
extent from the continont. Thoy conid
more oasily and cheapiy bo imported from
Warrington and other pliczs on the canal. The
Bridgwater cans!, ruaning through the Potter
fos and joining the canal, has besn bought by
the Manchoster Ship Canal Company; thus you
have water commuuicatioa with another enor-
mous foland area. Then chemicals to the valus
of nearly three millioas of dollars are import-
ed into Canada, and could bo put on board at
Ruocorn and Saltport and other canat stations,
and 80 save the oxpense of handling anlcarry
ingll,)iy barges to the steamer’s sile at Liver.
paol.

“ You havo no doubt about the pssibility of
navigating the canal with large ocoan steamer,?

* ““None at all  Steamora of 5,000 tons have
alreidy been built by the tVarren Line for the
canal traflic. The only dithculty is the height
of the canal bridges, and that ie surmoaated
easily, as in the Warren steamers, by sliding
masts to come under bridges of 75 fest 1n
height.  With these sliding masts any trans
atlantic steamer can navigate the canal with
the greatest case, Ths canal is 26 feot deep
and 120 feot wide. <he Amsterdam caual s
only 884 feet wide, while the great Suez canai
is oaly 72 feet wide."”

“Do you think this will injure tho trade ot
Liverpol?”

“Well, it may do toa small extaot, butal
together now branches of trade will be op:nel
up.”—Canadian Gazelle, London, England.

Toronto Hardwars Market.

Rumoc has it that the makers of barbad wire
purpose payinﬁ freight to Manitoba as well as
to Oantario and Quebec, It is though that the
peeforred list on nails will be done away with,
A meating of maaufactures in Montreal to-day
base iron was reduced to $1.95; bases, galvan.
ized iron, ingct tin and ing t copper are all io
goid demand. Quotatious nse ns follows:

Antimony—Cookson's, per 1b, 133 t» 14c;
other makes, per 1b, 13 to 134e.

Tin—Lamb and flaz, 56 and 58 1b ingots, per
1b 234c to 214; st aits, 100 1bingots, 2%)c, strij,
243 to 253~

Copper—Ingot, 14 to 1430; sheet, 16 to I8

Lead—Bar, 43 to 8c; pig, 3} t> 3foc; sheet,
per roll, $1.75 to £3.25; shot, Can. dis, 124 per
cent. .

Zinc —Sheet, 6} to Gic; zine, spelter, 4jc
domastic; imported, 53to 5ic; solder, hf aad b,
18 to 19¢.

Brass—Sheet, 21 to 28.

Iron—Bar, ordinary, $2.03 to 2,10; bar, re-
fined, $2.60; Swedes, 1 in. or over, $4 t2 4 25,
Lowmoor, 55 to 63; hoops, coopears, $260 to
2.65; do, band, $250 to 2.60; taunk plates, §2
to $2 23; boiler rivets, bact, $1.50; sheet, 10 to
20 gwiyg~, $2.753to 3; 22 to 2¢ do, §2.75 to 3;
26 do, $2.873 to 3; 28 do, $3.50 to 3.75; Rus.
sia, sboet, per b, 10 to 12¢.

Galvanized iron—168 to 24 gauge. 5 to 5};
26 do, 51 to 53c; 28 do, 5} to bic.

Tron wire-~Market bright and aunealed. Nos.
1 to 16 per list, from stock, 20 por cent dis-
count from Montrzal ; for Hamilton or Toronto
add lue per 100 b3 ; markot tinued, perlb, 43
to 83; galvanized feucs, same discount as bri,T'bt
and ancealed; barbed vire, 43 to 43c; corled
chalin, } in, 43 to Yo; § in, 4§ to 4f; §ip, 3, to
49: §ig, 3} to 330; 2 io, 3 1-5 to 3}o; iron pipe,
off list, G0 to 62§ per centdiscount; galv., off




