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LÂkW COURTS IN 0HIO.

be made toler,?ble if a law-court were sit-
ting. Moved, therefore, by true profes-
sional instincts, we entered the temple of
justice, and made our way into a rooni
where the Court of« Common Pleas for
the county was ini session.

This Court of Common Pleas, as far
as we could learn, corresponds to a
County Court in this country, though it
appeared to have somewhat higher juris-
diction. The Court Room was very
mnucli like any Court Rocîn of our own,
with one n ,tab1e distinction. There
'vere no seats for the public, whereas, in
a land which is supposed to be "'groan-
ing under the yoke of an aristocratic
tyraniîy," the people are encouraged to
attend the courts, and watch the course
of the law, and for that purpose pro-
'vision is made for their comnfort; these
democrats, however, railed off the public
ifi a narrow corner, which was guiltless
of anything like a seat.

But if the comnfort of the public %vas
rleglected, the jury were treatedi with
great consideration. They were accoîn-
raodated with chairs of rnost luxurions
inake, and were placed at a respectable
distance from one another, so as to aIlow
full opportunity for stretching the lirribs.
111 this matter we are far 'behind our
cousins. The hard and narrow boxes in
Which our juryien undergo the torture
o)f thieir office, would flot ho tolerated for
ail hour in the United States. There
'vas a negro amongst the jury in (lues-
tion, but, Vo our regret, no ladies. The,
jurors appeared respectable and intelli-
gent, and listened with praiseworthy
attention to the iaboured and iearned
argument which a tediods counsel was
Blowly unfolding; to them. We were
8301ewhat surprised at the nature of the
adidress under which the jury were suf-
f8ring. We kneiw that in some States
the jury have deprived the judge of
830131 of his funetions, for instance the
SOn1teneing power, and it soemed possible

that here they had gone fürther stili, and
were juciges of the Iaw as well as the
fact. The counsel did flot secr-a to
appeal to the jury for a simple decision
on the facts. Hie cited for their benefit
froin various thick volumes in support of
legal propositions, and very eleinentary.
ones too, and talked a good deal about
the "factumn probandi," "experimentum
crucis," Ilanimus furandi," anfd other
mnatters which are flot supposed to suggest
the clearest ideas to the inid of the
average jurylinan. Lt occurred to us that
if the jury were to form their owvn opin-
ion as to the law, this learning would
tend to their hewilderment. If they
were to take the law froiu the judge, it
was flot complimentary to hiin to cite a
Cloud of authorities in support of the
siiailest, principles. But the jury as-
sll1flro( a look which was intended to
exl)ress the interest \itlI which they fol-
loxved the argu uent of the learned couni-
sel, aInd inded their serious and patient
attention was, heyond ail praise. Our
adiration~ was enianced whien we learned
that the case (it %vas the trial oU a citizen
for' burglary) haîl been groing on ail the
day before: thal comnsel had already

9rulade arguminent " three different times:
that the prisoiwr's onslwas just wind-
img1 up, un address, the mwaitude of
which was obvions troin the pile of mnan-
usermpt in wvhich it waý transcribed and
to whirh constant reference was made,
an(t that the State prosecutor and judge
would follow at proportionate length.
G-reat must bc the endurance of the law-
lovinig Arnerican ! The long-suffering of
the jiurors wvas, however, made intelli-
gible whien we were toi'] they were pro-
fessionals. In other words, that they
made a business of serving on juries, and
thereby earned a competent livelihood.
Lt was also darkly hinted that a suitor
hadl facilities for retaining a jury, as well
as a counsel-and a judge.

There was a judicial bench in the
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