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BEIHRING SEA CLAIMS COMMISSION.

A return furnished the U.S. House of Representatives in
1896 gives a statement of the number of seals taken for all
purposes on the seal islands during the years 1870 to 1889,
both inclusive, together with the respective amounts paid by
the lessees each year as rental and tax for the privilege; *
as also the number of seals taken by the lessees of said
islands since 1890, the amounts received by the Government
from the said lessees in return for the privilege of taking
seals on the islands, and the amounts which remain due to
the Government and unpaid by the lessees on account of this
privilege during the same years.†

The figures showing the catch of seals on the part of
pelagic sealers sailing from British Columbia, and contained
in the last report of the Canadian Department of Marine and
Fisheries, are: in 1889, 35,310 • 1890, 43,325; 1891, 52,365

1892, 49,743; 1893, 70,592; 1894, 95,048 ; 1895, 73,614.
It was in 1886 that the United States attempted to assert
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