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will have solittle comparative value
as to make 't more profitable to
save the precious metals direct and
concentrate the copper and lend af-
terwards. Less than $2 would pay
for this. Mining in any of the veins
should cost about %4 per ton when
the preliminary work is done.

There is a sufficiency of timber
for mining purposes.

The value of the mine rests
largely, in my opinion, on the num-
erous veins which are known, but
have not been worked upon vet.

If £ mr hundred of drifting, or two
hundred of drifting, and one hun-
dred of sinking were done on the
property, I think that it would open
up a sufficiently Inrge quantity of
ore to supply a mill for some time.
The amount of money reyuired for
this would not exceed $2,500. If
work was carried on here a road
would have to be made at a cost of
ahout $1,200, of which the govern-
ment would probably provide part.

The creek is in a deep, narrow
gorge, and as the outcrops are in i,
and much of the claim 400 to 800
feet above it, this i’ a first-class
tunneling propnsition.

PlacerMining on thie North
‘Thowmpron Rivor.

EpiTor JOURNAL—Sir: In laying
bhefore you my views on the North
Thompson river as a gold producing
stream, and its advantages for
dredging, it will be necessary for
me to dwell at some length on the
surface formations of the surround-
ing country, and in entering upon
this subject I beg leave to be al-
lowed to deal with a somewhat
large area of alluvial gravels trib-
utary to this stream.

Much has been said about gold'

bearing placers in different parts of

the world by some eminent men,
but we are still left in the dark as
to where the gold originates from.
The ““mother lode” has not yet been
found, and what I might have to
say on this line would, I fear, not
throw much more light upon the
subject. Accordingly, I will not
try to carry your thoughts hack
further than to the old conglomer-
ate rravels, fro v which, I believe,
a great deal of the present gold
found in the different streams has
roriginated.

If you take a point at theeast end
of Kamloops lake and follow an
imaginary line north to the foot of
the Cariboo range of mountains,
north-ea it of Barkerville, in trav-
ersing this line you would meet at
different intervals, large bodies of
those ancient conglomerates tower-
ing up, in places, from two hundred
to three hundred feet above the
present water levels in the same lo.
calities.

Much of the ancient formation is
still in its original place, as left
there by water action, but it has
become conglomerated owing to the
cement qualities found in its make-
up. At the time of this deposit,
water must have flowed at & much
thigher level than now. and in its
iconstant receding to the present
‘levels of our rivers, has brought
down immense quantities of decom-
posed conglomerates from these
higher levels.

. At the head waters of Jamieson
i creek, which flows into the Thomp-
;son river, there is a large quantity
tof these old conglomerates to he
"found. This I tested for gold and

"in almost every instane I found
colors.

In comparing the gravels found at
thispoint with those found along

)
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