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2No grief ini tiat beautiftîd home,
No sorrow can enter its portais;

But g7I.1d are the voi'es that. tjoi ini its Song,
The son- of the shining ïtiitort.ils.

HERQES 0F THE COVENANT.

11V FULTON SMiT1I.

D E DP, dleep in the hicart, of every Christian (who looks
back tipon thc history of his cnuuitry se far as that is a

record of the struggle of " the fa-ith once declivcred to the
*aints " against the inroadls of tlostasy,) lies clicrishied the
Ilemlory of those %whe nobly maintaiincd the cause (if sacred
truth. Thse Christian docs îiot ncccssarily 4"pin his faith " te
theme inensories, as did the .Jews to their traditions whien they
said, IlWe have Abrahan for otir father," but lic Iisids lits
own faith and hope strengthiened, when in thouglit lie reverts
to the nmon whosc names are enshrincd 'with historie intercst in
the anuaIs of the nation.

The story of nany parts of Scotland, of whiole tracs
of that lîighly.avoured land, is but the narrative of
lardships endurcd by goffly meni and women ~h
stainedi with their lifc's blood the ]icath-coveretl his of thuir
native land. The rngged unountains, while often affording a
temporary hidiog-place te tise Lord's chosen, were as otten the
scelle of licart-rending strmggles of deufencelceis wonicuzimmd chil-
dIren agaiinst thieflendishattack.s et thir pers-ecutors. Deprived
of the freedorn to wor8hip in the statu churches, the Cu% e-
nanters were couxpel' --a to rcsort te, the hbis and glens, and
there assenîbli, worship, the Gud of thdcr fatisers. Rarcly
did the conventicles (.a tliy wvere contetuuui(tsly callcd)
assemble without interruption froin the soldiery whe, wcre
cver ou the akert for thesc stoien meectings. The Lord's
:Supper was frequently cdvlbrated on these occasions, and pire-
cioe, vcry l>rcci3ug, werc they te the hearti of the good
penplo.

The officiating clergyman, wlth solenîn mien, ana uncover
ing bis silver locks to the breeze, wouid engage ini carnest
supplication with tihe Aimighty for Ilii blessing cmi the bre2d
and wine which syrnholiscd the sufferings aud death ef their
risen Savionr, wlsose cause was se dear te each lieart. Then
'would follow ain address of carnestness and pathos which
muade the hearts of thc stoutest and bravest ineit vith
tondturness as the thouglit occurred it might be the
last word spoken or ixeard by minister or people. A
terrible reality pervaded these nietings such as eau
ucarcely b. realised under any other circuinstances.
Yet these assemnhiies wera the unmistakaiblo protegt of a
people who claimed their just riglits te civil and religious

3 'Nô tearq ilu tiat lmeaîîtifmml boule,
No sin frosu oîsr S:îviour to sevcr;

'l'lie Kin.- ln lEs limeilt. oîir ees shial lielol-1,
And ijo*,]i ic i s 1.1r u'ver.

liberty. Aîml Wve arc noxv cnjoying the bettefits whiels thîtIprotest imphied. if, then, our rrotestaumtisin W-1s ossly sus.
taiîed. by bueli heroisi whîclî imivolvcdl the sacrifiep' cf so
many of our amcesteis ini defcnding their licartms and hiome*,
oughit xve net te Eco to it that omîr faitli hs nsintaiîîcd agaumîit
the onslalughts cf a mnore subtle foc, xvhiulidoes imsmt muux-t us
with "swords and staves," but attacks the citadel of the
hecart ?
iThe persecutions of Ciavermouse and luis party wc-rc not

Ialway conifined te extractimg confessions from grown ien aria
crucliy shooting tlieuî at the t1rshold of timeir homes in sight
rùf tîmeir famnilies, as net unfrequcuitly lîappeucd, but innocent
childlîood was made the subject cf thmeir inum.innity. One
instance is recordcd of a godly nxinister who, lad souglit a
refuge anîongst thme wilds cf the his ini Upper Lanarkshire.
A little fellow cf ten summers, bis only clîild, was à.-ily in
tihe habit cf carrying provisions tc the agcd servant cf Goïl.
The bey was discoveredl by Claverlieuse, who was lu searcm

of the old in, auJ was very cager to have hini taken

prisoner. lie qucstioned the boy, sud cii asccrtainimg the
relation lie held towards thme objeet ef bis pursuit, dcnmantled
cf luîm vhere the fatmer wvas ini hmdiîmg.i The clîild woîîid net
discloso te thse cruel monster thse hidimmg-P]ace, whicreupîn
Claverliouse took him by the arime and lield Min over the
brinkz cf a drcadful. precipice, thrcatening to let him drop
shculd he net ans %cr lus question. The boy feirlessly looked
dewn the dreadful abyss, and turming bis cyes upemi the
Eavage, Wlho held hilm, said, CC1 would, ratlier aie tîmasi tell yen
wvhcre nîy dean fathen bides. lie tells the people cf tise love
et Jeans, and "-a shriek, rends the merning, sud tlien allai
liuslied the rnanglcd corpse cfit' , little martyr lies far down
the steeps et that awful ravine. Similar instances et barbanity
were miet uncemmom iin these deys, suda strange te, remark,
the saine varieties cf cruclty sud persecution chiaracterise tise
oeratiomîs et opposition te Christianity, whetlier amnongat the
Naudois, or thîe Ihohemians, in the days et Huass, or under the
Inquisition in th. ';etlierlands, and in Spain. The Apostie
Paul foreshadowed ail tlîis in the closing verse-s et the eleventli
chapter of bis epistle te the Hebrews.

The banner et CCChrist'a crown and covenant " still waves
f canlessly over Scotland, prociaiming te thae wonld, tisat tihe
light et Gospel truth, hueý thse burning bush of the wildernels,
.A e larnen consuind'atur.

In deciding questions et truth and duty, remlember thst the
wrong aide bas a cratty ana powertul advocate ini yourlicart.


