8 THE ECCLESIASTICAL AND MISSIONARY RICORD.

Churely of Cunada r\-\‘n'ul nned strengthened, and
made a faithfol wltness for the Redeaner.

From the very desgm of the pubilication, our first
hrsines snust be to recard the proceedings of the
Pr.. =by terien Church of Canada, as, in the libours
of s missonnries and mmisters, in 0o far as these
nro reposted to us—the progrens of its seminanies,
and the deliberations and decisions of its rulems.
Yet, we hope to fil space for much information
o regard to other churches 5 and, from our jntis
mate relution (o the Free Chureht of Scotland, we
st feel a pecaline pleasure it keeping our read-
ens infonmed regazding ils many noble enterprises.

Ta promote brothe: wy love and amion ‘in the
Christing Lamily, is 2 duty binding on every wem-
ber of ity at all thmes: yet this duy is especially
called for in dhe present day, when so wuch dis-
union prevails amonge the professed followers of
Chrict, and when thay disunion i fuund to be so
prejudicial to the spread of the Gespel, aud to be
sa fuvongable to those mighiy hontite pawers, whichi
are now seen in all Lnds 10 be marshadiing aud
cambiniug their hoels to oppose the Kingdom of
Chirist.

It shall b onr nim, then in so far as may he
compatible with the primary design of the publiea-
tion, to keep our readers infonned respeeting the
progress of the Kingdom of God. amonast all de-
nominations of Claistians.  Anil, desiting to sce a
cleser union cunongst sl Preshyterans who sine
rerely uphold the doctrines of the exclusive head-
#hip of aur Redeennier, the spiritual independence
of the church, the supreme antfrority of the scrip.
. tures, and are agreed in regardaye the Westiine
ster Confession ais a true eaposition of their doe-
“rines, weshall feel itz duty to advocite this union
it so fur as is comistent with the proper w'm of our
work.  And we helieve that we ean give it our
advactiey in no way better, than by making our
people acquainted with what is doiny for the com-
rion cause of the Suviour, Iy those churciies with
whont we desire 2 union.

To mamate the progress of Christ’s Kingdom
must be, aye, and nmil Satan is cast imte the bot-
tomleas pit and shat up there, to narrate, also,
more or less, of the oppasition which he i« making
“to that kingdom.  Popery and infidelity are uu-
duubitedly itx grand opponents }'(;l the spint- of
each of then is working and numifesting its own
upposition to the truth in many quarters in which
these systems are pepudiated.  Thas, the Prelacy
of the-days of Laud; which s identicad with the
Vuseyism of our thnes, possesses someof the essen-
tially maligmant features of Popery, and the lihe-
-rality, falscly so called, of corntain refigionists and
politiciang, which professes to remard with cqml
complacency, every form of teligion and worship,
ie practienl infidelity.  ‘These are crrors which are
workmg extensively in these times, and working
-in harmony with each ether ; and if we are to re-
cond the progress of the truth, and the effusls made
to promote it; we mu:t ales record more or less of
the apemtion of these antazonistic princijles.

Having our readers chicfly amonget tie mem-
bers of the Preshyterian Cisurch of Canada, and
called on specially to scck their edification in this
work, we feel the xmlmr'ancc of it at this time,
from the peculiar circumsdances of this church-—
who of us will not ackmnkdgo 1hat, ax a chwrch,
Jwe ate in many respects. in a condition of weake
hN and mummm\‘; m'n:'.' of our con«r&mlm

aré but recently organized, wnd want vigonr and
colierenco 3 aitany of thein are destitute of pustors,
then they ure seattered over 1 vist éatent of terd.
tary, so that i actuad intercounse between oflice-
bearers and inembers can be maintained only par-
tially, and that with great difficulty,  “I'hen, it
must ako be acknowledged, that we greatly need
the reviving and quickening influences of the 1oly

Spirit. When we .compare ounsclves, not with
othiers aronnd s, but with the stazdard which the

divine word sets before us, we nust acknowledge
that there is amongst us inuch want of » hearty
conseeration to the Saviour—iunch want of self-
denial and litetality in upholding his cause—=tmnch
want of spiritasl mindedness atongst both oftice.
bearers and people, aud that there is (oo little of
life amd power in the adiinistration of the ordi-
nances.

Now, the grand remedy for all these evils is the
effision of the Holy Spirit 3 and » publication like
ours, which shull record Saithfully the prosress of
religion amongst us, asconnected with the preache
i of nissionaries, the planting of wiinisters, and
the generul administrtion of the church, st
have a direct tendeney to lead the readess to se-
cognize the newd of that Spint; who alone giveth
an increase to the planting and watering of any of
hisservants,

Aguin, the condition . of cur church is one of
growt.  Feeble as our coudition in many respects
is, sote have reason to acknowledige that their -
benrs Bave not been invain,  Anincrease of hope-
ful cammunicants, an improvement in the aspeet
of family rch-'nou, increased atendance on bible
clases and prayer mecetings, are tokens which
hadden the hearts of some in respect to their own
congresations.  Then, see how it is with us in
regard toanincrease of the public incans of grace:

In Qctolier, 1811, we had 23 minislers, and
new, in three years, we have increased to 57, In
two years aur theological students had increased
from 7 to 375 and the character of these youths,

‘and their devoledness to preparatory study, arc

even more promixing to the chiurch than their num-
hers,

Now, contemplating these things, and consider-
ing the progress -which the Probyterian Church
has made i other places, may we not hape that
she is yet destined to accomplish 2 great work in
contributing to the evangelizing of this land?  Yes,
if we fail to do mnch for the cause of God, ours
will be the guilt of neglecting golden oppartunitics
—of being unfaithful to the very prineiples which
have done so much to the christiavization of Scot-
land, of Ulster, and the United States of Amcrica.
For while we would not forget what God lvmknc,
and is doing, throngh Epitcopacy, Congregation-
‘alism, \lclhodum. and other forms of chris-
tianity, we cannot be blind to the fuct, that e has
ever since the Reformation, put dictingiished ho-
uonr on churches hiolding the truth as we profoss to
ho.d lt.:md orguuud according to the Presbyte-

" God's dc;-!nngs with us as & church have been
peculiat, and warrant the belicf that he has some
important work for us to perform.

We liad been originally, as we at least helieve,
connected in an organic way with the Established
Ghurch of Scotland: now we have been browghit
away from that connexion. in carrying out ml’(c'-
tmony against et defections, ‘and we ate now

strictly nml properly o Canndinn Church,  Andin
this chinge of our condition we have been grent
gatnem: us, flaal, by the teetimony which wehava
been enubled to maintain for great principles, at
somop cost of worldly emolusnentn 3 sccondly, from
our being trought away fram all dependence for
the svpport of the mninistry ona govermuent wlacl
pensions ahke Popery and Puscyism, and every
form- of evangelism which.is pliable enough to
tako tho stipends of its ministers out of the samy
punte with these forns of eror. Thirdly, from
our being brovght into more intimute communion
with the revived Churel of Seotland—for suich we
regard the Free Chiurcli to be—without having our
independence-in any way compramnised.

i these cirenmstances, then, we may well find
cneourugement in the great work to which the
Lord is calling wein this Taul. And oh? that we
may obtain grace to be obwdient to his call, and
fuithful to his service. ‘T'o the rousing of the
chureh to her duty, and for prosceuting it vigor-
oy, 2 varicd mstrumentakty must be employed §
and in that instrumentality our huaible publication
has not certainly @ fint—nof cven 2 secand or «
third place—but stil! it hasa place, and an im-
portunt one. It ehiould inform our people respect-
ing our enterprises, and geain their co-operation-in
themy—it shonld stimulate their lilwrality, and

~urge them to constant prayer, that the spinit may

e poured down from én high, and couverts multi-
plied like grass of the carth.

It ares great ignorance of the luws which re-
gulate Christ’s lymgdom to supposc thut itis to by
advanced by the mere acts of Hynods, or the deli-

TDerations and resolutions of commitices and asso-

ciations of any kindk “fhiese certainly are all in
their own. place important; but little has been
gained, or can be ained, wntil cvery individual
nicmber of 2 chureh is branghit 1o fecd that he has
apart to act in the common movement, and that
on his individual co-operation the success of thut
ntovemehit is i part, at feast, suspendeds

Alas? we have boen so fawiliar with the sight
of the church in a tompid state, that we are ready
to think it is cnough if hier ministers aud other
affice-bearers concern themselves about measures
for her impravement and adeancement s but the
times ate fast approuching when it will be found
that 2 selfish and prayerless profesar, o X congre-
gation that has neither its prayer mectings nor its
culféations for the advancamcnt of the kingdom of
God, arc as certain hindrances to the onwand move-
ment of the scction of the church to which they
belong, as a coward sollier or coward regiment
olstruct the movenents on the batlle field, of the
division of the armiy to which they are attached.

England’s great naval hero signalled his flect,
before his 1ast lattle, with there words: « Excrasn
EXTECTS EVERY MAN TO WO MIS UUTY 3" and uow
the contlict bctween trnth amd crror—hetween the
cause of Christ and that of Satan—is becoming so
closc and intense that the cnergics of all the sdl-
diers of the cross must he put forth in order to
Monsiah's final victory. And i€ i¢: the mission, so
to speak, of the **Rceord for the Fresbytcrian
Church of Canada” to pour in, amongst the mem-
hers of “that church, information respecting the
common causc, and 1o stimulate all to labour and
peay for its advancement.  And may the good si-
1it of Godd prosper it more abundantly to the at-
taimnent of these great cuds!



