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COMMONS DEBATES

November 15, 1994

Routine Proceedings
EDUCATION

Ms. Paddy Torsney (Burlington, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, in the
close to 100 town hall meetings held by MPs across the country
in the last few weeks, students have been very involved partici-
pants. They are interested, prepared to debate and know the
status quo is not an option. Many of them have said to me that
they need better school-to—work transition, better access to
training in the workplace and fairer student loan repayment
schemes.

I ask the Minister of Human Resources Development what
concrete initiatives he is taking that can point to a post-second-
ary education system that will really respond to today’s student
needs?

Hon. Lloyd Axworthy (Minister of Human Resources
Development and Minister of Western Economic Diversifi-
cation, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, I thank the hon. member for her
question.

One thing I would like to point out to the hon. member and all
members is that just today at a meeting of the 15 sector councils
that are business—labour partnerships, I signed two new agree-
ments in horticulture and tourism which will provide new
school-to-work internships for over 1,000 students, one for
people in rural communities and the other will concentrate on
training for aboriginal tourism interns.

What is important about this is that the total cost of the project
is $18 million. The federal contribution is only $5 million which
shows that because of the partnerships we are able to have a two
to one arrangement. It shows that the basic thesis that we can do
more for less and provide better training and educational
opportunities to our young people is already coming true.
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[Translation]

GUN CONTROL

Mrs. Pierrette Venne (Saint-Hubert, BQ): Mr. Speaker,
last week end, the Minister of Justice declared that he intended
to present a bill to tighten gun control in Canada.

Does the Minister of Justice undertake to simplify the regula-
tions on the storage, display and transportation of firearms and
to make them coherent so that ordinary people can finally
understand and comply with them?

[English]

Hon. Allan Rock (Minister of Justice and Attorney Gener-
al of Canada, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, I can say that the proposals
will deal with those issues. We will make every effort to
simplify. I well understand that the challenge we face is to make
Canadians understand and comply with safe storage require-
ments.

A very important inquest is going on in Quebec right now in
which a coroner is examining, I think, a dozen deaths to find out
the connection between the safe storage of firearms and suicide,
among other things.

I am aware of that need. We will make every effort in the
proposals to make those requirements better understood and
more readily enforced.
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HEALTH CARE

Miss Deborah Grey (Beaver River, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, the
Minister of Health did not explain earlier why she is following a
discriminatory practice regarding facility fees. Why is she
threatening Alberta clinics while exactly the same practices are
being carried out in other provinces?

Hon. Diane Marleau (Minister of Health, Lib.): Mr. Speak-
er, I am pleased to be able to clarify my words. Let me remind
the House that at the last meeting of federal-provincial minis-
ters in Halifax nine provinces agreed to put forward legislation
to address the problems faced by clinics. The exception was
Alberta. We are awaiting a response from Alberta. I have said it
before and I will say it again that this government has been
patient but it is rapidly losing patience.

The Speaker: My colleagues, pursuant to an order made on
November 14 we will now revert to presenting reports from
committees. \

ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS

[Translation]

COMMITTEES OF THE HOUSE
REVIEW OF CANADIAN FOREIGN POLICY

Mr. Jean-Robert Gauthier (Ottawa—Vanier, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, I have the honour to present, in both official languages,
the report of the Special Joint Committee on Reviewing Cana-
dian Foreign Policy.

In accordance with the order of reference, our report address-
es the changes occurring in the world today and their impact on
Canada. We all can see that Marshall McLuhan’s global village
is becoming more and more of a reality for Canadians. That
reality has an impact on their security, their jobs and their
well-being. The whole world is affected. Therefore, Canada’s
foreign policy is a domestic policy and our domestic policy is a
foreign policy.

Some people would say these changes cause upheaval in
interests and fundamental values and that Canadians today are
then faced with significant challenges. Our report contains
conclusions and recommendations on the principles and priori-
ties that should guide our foreign policy.



