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should receive the sanction of direct legislative authority, recognizing and declaring the same
as a fundamental principle of our civil polity : Be it therefore declared and enacted by the
Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, by and with the adviceand consent of the Legislative Council
and of the Legislative Assembly of the province of Canada, constituted and assembled by virtue
of and under the authority of an Act passed in the Parliament of the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Ireland, and intituled ¢“ An Act to re-unite the Provinces of Upper and
“ Lower Canada, and for the Government of Canada,” and it is hereby declared and enacted
by the authority of the same, That the free exercise and enjoyment of religious profession
and worship, without discrimination or preference, so as the same be not made an excuse for
acts of licentiousness, or a justification of practices inconsistent with the peace and safety
of the province, is by the constitution and laws of this province allowed to all Her Majesty’s
subjects within the same.

And whereas the provisions of the Act of the Imperial Parliament of Great Britain,
passed in the thirty-first year of the reign of His late Majesty King George the Third,
intituled ¢ An Act to repeal certain parts of an Act passed in the fourteenth year of His
“ Majesty’s reign, intituled ¢ An Act for making more effectual provision for the Government
« of the Province of Quebec in North America,’ and to make further Provision for the
“ Government of the said Province,” whereby the erection of parsonages or rectories in
this province according to the Establishment of the Church of England, the endowment of
such parsonages or rectorics out of the Clergy Reserves, and the presentation of incum-
bents or ministers to such parsonages or rectories, is vested in the Government of this
province, have been found to give occasion to doubts and apprehensions, which it is desirable
should be removed by the repeal of the same under the power for that purpose vested in
the Provincial Parliament by the provisions of the said Imperial Act: Be it therefore
enacted, That the thirty-eighth, thirty-ninth, and fortieth sections of the said Act shall be
and the same are hereby repealed, and that from henceforth no Letters Patent shall be
issued in this province by the Crown for the erection of any such parsonages or rectories, or
for the endowment thereof out of the Clergy Reserves or the public domain, or for the presen-
tation of any incumbent or minister to any such parsonage or rectory: Provided always,
that neither such repeal, nor anything herein contained, shall in anywise affect any pro-
ceeding heretofore had, whereby certain parsonages or rectories were erected and endowed, or
supposed to be erected and endowed, by the authority aforesaid, or whereby certain incum-
bents or ministers were presented, or supposed to be presented, under the same authority,
to such parsonages or rectories, or any of them, but the legality or illegality of all such
proceedings shall be left open to be adjudicated upon and determined as it this Act had not
been passed: And provided also, that ndthing herein contained shall extend or be construed
to extend to limit or in any way affect or interfere with the provisions of the twenty-seventh
section of the Act of the Parliament of this province, passed in the session thereof held in
the fourth and fifth years of Her Majesty’s reign, intituled ¢ An Act for the disposal of
“ public lands.”

And be it enacted, That in the event of its being judicially decided that any of such
parsonages or rectories were erected according to law, and until a judicial decision shall
be obtained on such question, the right of presenting an incumbent or minister to such
parsonage or rectory shall vest in and be cxercised by the Church Society of the Church
of England diocese within which the same shall be situated, or in such other person or
persons, bodies politic or corporate, as such Church Society, by any byelaw or byelaws to
be by them from time to time passed for that purpose, shall or may think fit to direct or
appoint in that behalf.

I certify the above to be a true copy of a Bill passed by the Legislative Council and
Legislative Assembly of the province of Canada, in the fourth session of the
third Provincial Parliament, and reserved by His Excellency the Governor
General for the signification of Her Majesty’s pleasure thereon, on the thirtieth
day of August, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-one.

(Attest) J. JoserH, Clerk Legislative Council.
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Cory of a DESPATCH from the Earl of ErLciN aND KINCARDINE to
Earl Grey.

Government House, Quebec, October 24, 1851.
(Received November 10, 1851.)
My Lorp, (Answered by No. 672, December 29, 1851, p. 20.)

I uave the honour to transmit herewith the resolutions of the Legislative
Council and Assembly on the subject of the reserved Bills enclosed in my
Despatch No. 111, of the 29th of September, showing that the addresses



