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ABOUT THE ELEPHANT

ALLEGED DELUSIONS CHERISHED

their respective babitats. That they will
do 80 is shown in the fact that they bave
done so. I am reminded of the disill
usions ot science in thinking ot that giant
of the forest, the elephant, and trying to
recall those I bave seen that were born
captives in & foreign land. The
number is verflimited. but thrae or four
in all. The redon for this, however, one
does not havef fir to go in order to find.
In Indis the @eature is used in the army
and m civil lite} in the former for bearing
munitions of war, and in the latter for
bearing burdens or performing ordinary
labors, such as laying stones in building
operations and in carrjing iumber and
pilingit. In Indis nothing could be possib-
ly more undesirable than an industry of
elephant breeding. In that country, even,
the keeping of an elephant is no small tax
upon its owner, averaging, say, about $1 &
day. The animal grows' but slowly, and
is utterly unfit for labor until it is twelve
of fifteen years old. Even then it can per-
form only about one half the labor ot 5
fully matured brate. But a baby elephant,
after its first year of life, will cost for ity
maintenance about filty cents a day, thiy
cost increasing yearly until the maximum
of $1 is attained. In other words, to reay
8 baby elepbant costs about $3.275, to say
nothing of the int upon the i
and the risk ot the creature’s death. This
cost takes it to its thirteenth year only,and | & fine elepbant,
in all this time it is abeolately unpro- | while on exhibition in
This ugly brute
‘Much easier is it and far less expensive | dead to kindness.
for a community when in need of a few
elephants to send out a number of its most
experienced hunters, drive s herd of wild
ones into a corral, and capture the choices’
" males and females of the flock, A half
dozen or more may thus be obtained with- | op
in a fow days at a merely nominal cost, say | relations
less than $100 for the whole numbsr, and
at comparatively little risk to the persons
engaged. Before a month elapses they
are obedient to their masters and work as
drudges day by day.
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with rank disfavor in India. Indeed,
there is excellen reason for #aying that | his cage.
the advent of youngster is esteemed such | it and apparently he
& calamity that baby-elephanticide is freely | his
justified. This is not the case with the | meet the exigency. As a fact it would
lion, tiger, leopard, and other members of | have been the simplest thing in the world.
the cat family, or with the rhinocares and
hippopotames. These are never used as | have sent the coveted prize whirliog inside :
bel:l:tlpot burden, but are desired chiefly | ths cage, ona line a little to {he right of overindulgence took him off
for exhibition in zdological gardens where | where he stood. This expedient, however,
their young never fail to have ever-abiding | never once occurred to him,
sttractions to grown people as well as
children. So general bas the breeding of
lions become that I doubt if thers can be [ ence of the brute,
found in captivity to-day in all America or | one for utilitarian purposes is settled. In
Europe a single lion that was littered in its | this country the cost of ma'n
native wilds. The samo may be said of | would not be less than
the hippopotamus, which, given proper | el:phant can do,
would seem to do | work of five horsas,
than in the streams aad [ be fed and
World.
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BY NATURAL HISIORY.
Why Elepbants Don’t Reproduce 1n Cap-
2ivity-Intelligence

that recite the extraordin i

nd in either contin,
Africa. The chief difieren

B Temp
Uncertain  and = Wicked—And Their
Sobriety Eastly Tompted. .
“Forty 8go,” said & man who is
fond of ......"'.:'.' "the books without ex-
ception declared that the lion was the only
member of the cat family that bred in cap-
tivity, and she but rarely, while it was
laid down as infallible that nons of the
Asiatic or African pachyderms, as the ele-

these: Ths Asiatic
and the male only
Atrican has a shorter head
d of iz

ears 8iza,
ave tusks, although those
male ara largir than those of the

genoe. . Tt is notoriouy
good imi'ators. While | M2 fusks.
in considering the claims of | aud
be horee for recognition as | of the
first in brute creation in poiat of wisdom | female.
and undergtanding th:ir tricks are recited,
yot these are regarded merely

that buman idiots ;'" of ordinary sizs,

Asiatic or African, '%55&51'55 xﬁ%:

as corrobor- domesticated, ani but for the [

phant, rhi , and  hippop i
could be induced under the most favorable
conditions of prison life to reproduce thir
knd.

“‘As a fact, any and all of the animals re-
ferved to will reproduce almost as freely
when slaves to man’s will as when free
they roam the jungles, fields, or rivers of

PERFEC

: of these eritbh outbi .
areatures when thrown upon their own re- | Créature is subject, &
sourcés are the best proofs of their s::!n Sonponger hold upon man
strength. It is not insisted brat
8 that the eleptantis s stupid | th 8 g _muscles
animal, but it is a fact that should be punc- | ™0y curious uies to which it is
tuated that it is not nearly so intelligent as
the dog or horss or opossum.
upon given oc asions the e|
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only does what it has been commanded to e
do, and if left to itself would beome a
vigabond aud. & loafer.
8ood memory, and once it has
to do a thing is not likely ever
‘Whether it has aflection for
and those of his household is
Certainly it is frequently e
nurse for babies in India, and
keeping off the flies and other insects or

A ——
i WHAT WILL FOLLOW?
‘In its native state the ele,

1 8 fairly herbivorous,

state it becomes o
people and older ones
at avidity it will eat nuts
and bread, &:., and drink lemon-

The ﬁ‘.rlh is Lolln;md and Will Finally

Come to a Btandstill,
Prof. Thompson believes in the theory
that all planets will eventually coms to a
standstill. In other words, s day will
arrive when the great system of worlds will
cease to revolve upon their axles and to
make their regular periodical revolutions

its master | too, know with w
open to proof. | candy,

ade and pop.
mployed as a :.Thgpggen Mr. Darwin has

variation under ch

around the sun. When that time comes,
if it ever should, all motion will cease, and
the universe will be at rest. . Our fidite
minds cannot comprehend such a state of

'bese mutstions miy be

s ith- | #P3¢ial organs or fanctions,
itie always faith- | P systemic and general.

ding the little ones from predato:
creatures of greater size.
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and still dislike its char, i

positively, ;he family, %
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TR e kaown that the polar be

affairs, but the philosophers giva what
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What it doas bere is, s,
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eaters, and it is
ar, which in its icy
rous, just as readily
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Frimarily the case interests us
it applies to the motion of our own
world, but we have been told that
whatever affects the other spokes of the
great wheel will surely affect us sooner or
Iater. 8o 1t is with our world
If there is ‘‘a retarding
medium in space” that 1s causing & gradual
slowing up of the earth's movements, as
‘@1l the .great astronomers declare, that
‘same ‘‘medinm” is at work slowly but

e brate, it may |y getari

by fesr in its discha f | ish possessiol bay, fodder, and
RO T R are not to be had, the horses
adapted to the changed

“One fact is most certain, and this is ontracting until thay conld

that the elephant is the most uncertain and
treacherous of servants at given periods.
This is especially true of the male, which
at times gets into most uncontrollable fits
of rage and will destroy keeper or master
it oply it may find eitharat g disadvantage.
ces are of but too common oc-

t in captivity gets a
tooth, in fact, any sort
known to devour

sweet tooth, & sour

they were decided tij

in which such tragedies have taken
years ago old Romeo,
taken out and shot
a circus at Chicago.
appeared to be utterly
He had killed no fewer
pers, and it was for the
crime of murdering the last cne of these,as
well as for his previous bad character, that
be came to his untimely eni.
rence of uncontrollable Ppassion will always

surely . decreasing the axial and other

much as getting hilariously motions of the. sun, and this whole vast
place. Not so many lin draak: * Tt was not b fgs 11
in 8 sta‘e of constant i

T was proprietor of s smisll

uncertain, and as it too!
thin a gallon of whisk:
drunk, the man plainly

n's great mind concei
that this Iriction of the tides
forces caleulated to retard

baving their effect on the carth's
well as annual revolutions,
of thinkers of hie time,
dred years, bave argued that such & motion
wll continue forever.

than five of his kee, could not afford to

petite except upon state
en in ths condition he
like 8 drunken man, look
foolishly, and finally pass
in all things precisely

and of the last pun®

decade, however, there has been
of eentiment on that score,

It is now pretty certain from calculations
made by astronomers that the earth is now
speed at the rate of

the establishing of cordial
between man and the beast.

“‘Long and patient study of the elephant
in captivity has not led me up to enthusias-
tic admiration for his intelligence. But a

like & man who has in
ness. One day while
a portion of "~ Virgini
& moonshine distil!

dulged to drunken-
travelling through
s he passed near
ery. The owners of the

with the result that whan he wa,

grown several inc]

and fire-hardened clay balls.
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TRAILS IN THE FORBSTY.

Wild Beasts.

dzer was i about th

10 width, is spiked to the wooden cannon
near the breach. A lever, or bar, is at-
tached to the butt. Two or three stout
negroes grasp the srms of the bar and
slowly turn the hollowed log on its sup-
ports. The band ot green hide is kept
under a strain and in this way the core of
the cannon is wound with one of the tough-
est materials, wire excepted, in the world.
The first layer of hide is tightly wound
to the muzzle of the growing gun and back
toward the breach, again to the muzzle
and back, until & number of successive
Iayers hsve thus been wound on
and the promi-inﬁ piece of artillery has
s in diameter. It is then

laced in & draught of dry, hot air and al.
owed to harden. When the hardening and
ing process is complete, the persevering
patriots bave a really serviceable weapon,
which will stand a greater strain than mavg.
facturers of modern artillery would r-adily
believe. One of these home-made combi-
nation wood and raw-hide cannon 18 said
to bave withstood 104 charges of powder
before becoming useless. Tne projectiles
for it were made of scrap iron, round tones

or, once in a while, in ¢
ments.

. Birds, eepecially ruffed grouse or part-
ridges, ara fond  of ‘dusting’ in the dry
8pots whers trees bave bee 3
pon(iing £and or mould to ¢
roads and trails. Their dustip laces are
different from the rolling plnceng o':‘ a fox or
othermammal. The birg flaps its wings
and scra‘ches the dirt withits claws, leaving
marks sometimes mistaken for the pawnip
ot a deer. The rolling place of g mam
1 unmistakable. There the earth 18 picked
while in the dusting place it is shaken up.

The signs that gre left by birds in Jo
leaves, along trails of their own, as of
man's making, on the shores of lakes and
banks of streams,
often difficult for g
but in winter, wh
ground—uncrusted #now—the things which
can be read are easily seen.

tales, the language being difficult,
extremely obscure,

———
The Study of Siguns Left by ‘Wild Birds and

The traces which wild birds and mam.

llisom ol

he vicinity of settle-

D uprooted, ex-
he sun, or in the

are bard for buman eyes
dog’s nose to detect,
en there 18 snow on the

—_——
Mice as Eogiaeers,

Mice are good engineers. In digging
holes for telegraph poles ons of the work-
men becam

greatly interested in watching

mals leave in the woods, to be found by
bunters or washed away by the wind or
rain, form one of the most interesting
studies for those who follow the doings of
Dature for fun or profit. There is & great
deal to be gathered from & hoof mark in &
damp place on s river bank or road. It
miy be a deer's track. It js at least
twenty-four hours old. The lily pad stems
without leaves sticking above the water or
the leafless stems of bushes beside the
trail show that the deer was feeding. The
ground, pawed slightly, shows that the

years. When the lo

day or two ago I watched for some time sppears that it can be

the unavailing effort of the male elephan
* This is why a baby elephant is regarded | in Central park to reach with his proboscis
8 peanut which lay just beyond the bars of
He could not quite

ea mile or 8o away

ed, fell, aud plunged plu
river, which was deep and wide.
but the sudden cold bath
pletely, and made gnm 80

live a tithe of tke pariod
ose that hour, and the
ty-four hours must be

ring

t to partake of anythin
ut the ruling passion w
and two days after fhat fort-

all should bave an i
fate of the old worl
in general ; therefore,
know that there is as
lost in the course of even 1
Whatever the loss is,
& cessation of motion

nterest in the ultimate

g i
would | Intoxicating. , and of the universe

for a plan that

seen nor heard from him for
years, but as he wa,
be should now be li

Asingle tiny blast from h's trunk would it eventually means
and a general stand-

sk tenlthe,
BOTTOM OF THE ATLANTIO. planetary rest should

i ever come what will
and 8o he did Queer Contrasts it the Ocean Suddenly

the great worlds an
not get the goober.

‘Whatever may be said of the burning up on the other—o
m, down, down, forever.
gravitation would cease to exert its
there would be no Sup”

It the Atlantic ware to be converted into
dry lsnd it would form & huge valley, with
the mountain masses of tke Eastern and | ;;
Western continents rising on either side.
Itselt 9,000 miles wide, it would be divided

the economy of keeping marks of deer hoofs.

$2.50a day ; yet an trails that indicate their doings as plainly
2 ' )

———e
STRANGE CUBAN CANNON.

1 beaid.

ning the

P
dy noted. Sci saw the

dsym and ont, the

Bat fiv horses can
sheltered for & less sum than
$2,50in the aggregate. In India the ele-
*‘But there are many disillusions con- phant has been in use fro

the une | ial, and the people of

s any tale written by a naturalist. The
bunter or student who follows an Adiron-
dack bear's track sees more than he could
read in books. There is tragedy in the
rotten log that was torn to Ppieces tor the
ants and egga in it, and comfort is suggast-

by two ridges, paralled to each other and
tothe margiusl rims, in‘o thres minor
valleys each from 500 to 600. miles in
breadth. The dividing ridges would reach

The Patriots Mavufacture Some Out of
Trees,

Both the old and the present revolution
Spain in Cuba bave brought to the
clever devices in the shape of

the Orient are very margics, and would form broad,

lhudupiudnovidnudth
| tbe diotates of common senss' up
. few years ago. Thote of us whe
the balf-century mark ang

" the school books

home-made weapons.
b hss been pressed into s
suffios for & cannon. Cannon in Cuba have
been cast from crude bronze, have been
extemporized from captured sugar mill
steam pipes, and quite serviceable ones
bave been made from wooden logs, wound
with strips of green raw hude.

s any practise or custom
piling lumber and planks in India, laying that age has honored. It probably has
stons true to the plummet, saw jt waltzing, | never ocoured
standing uponihhml‘dn'nkb‘homl the tra i

bow! with the clown and firing off cannon | a1
in the circus, and science 8aid : ‘Bebold s | America tha
creature humanlike jn intelligence.’ | creatare, -
. Thereupon science—this Was nesrly a

Almost everything

Here and there they wonld rise ervioe which would

into lofty summits, mostly volcanic, which
now are known as islands, such as Iceland
These mountain plat-
forms would ba covered by
like chalk, while the three
be occupied by red clay.
cal f  of the new ‘country
iking contr

to them to count the cost in

gardens are the only.eihblinhmenu '
t can afford to maintain the

‘Reverting

ago-—~placed the elephant next to elep
\‘mudud intelligence, and kept it | that work upon natural history of & date
oye and | much less than forty years 8go declared
til & very | that the African species coul
are near | be tamed. This was claim
: ind Upward in life | tact that Hannibal tamed
~. - ‘oan esaily recall m"d» storiss trom | the big-esred African brat.
of the extra- | tertor to the Rontan so
great brate. | the' pbt of the Loadon
ofs

There grows in the interior of Cuba a
peculiar tree with o winding grain. The
wood is remarkably tough, and to

North Lake, northern Herkimer county, a
few days ago Elmer Hanlin, jumped out of
the buckboard on which he was riding

and flowing.  Precipices,
ridges would bs almost
e broad would ri

was calmly walking along. Hereis a deep
impression of hoof marks, & rod away is a-
nother, and another rod beyond a third.
These are proof that the deer was alarmed
and flad at full speed over the beech ridge.

the signs are no more than five minutes old.
It shows that he has scared his prey, and
he regrets it. The hound, on the other
band, does not care. He turns the dog
loose and away it goes on the trail of the
galloping deer, adding its own paw marks
to the deer’s trail, telling a common story
in woods where bounding is permitted.
Wolves often leave their trails beside the

Animals in 8 normal stste of mind leave

ed by crinky black hairs on the rough bark | b;
ofa hemlock trae where the bear had
scratched its side with o natural curry-
comb. Such a trail ends in s steel trap
sometimes, for the bears found in northern
New York walk into traps to geta bit ot
burned honeycomb and spoiled ham.

On the road leading from Northwood to

by ordinary means is almost an i
ity. When wanted for
the tree is felled, a section some five foet in
length and one foot in diameter is selected
and out, the bark removed, and all knots
aud uneven places on the surface dresssd
down. The embryo cannon is
on rude trusses, and s bore
with white-hot crowbsrs or round iron
pipes from ths sugar mills. This Ppraning
out of the interior serves to still further
toughen the wood. While the bore is be-
ing burned, green ox hides are cut into
by commencing in the centre
working towards the
ons would peel an apple.

When all is in readiness,

and ined an odd-appearing spot
in the middle of the road. It
was rather early in the morning, and even
the bare earth of the roadbed was still
damp with dew. The spoi Elmer exam-
ined had been packed, being about two by
three feet in area. There was hair on this
spot, snd Elmer and other woodsmen ex-
amined it. The bair told thata fox had
packed the earth there instead of & deer, as
the woodsmen had at first supposed. That
dissppointed them. Foxes frequently roll
in roads iike this one, leaving such marks,
but deer seldom do s0. Foxes and deer

lihtobllowtﬂil--nhuewonth
the woods with shoes or wagons. - F\

do s0 in lbontdlo?unol New York,
ze:inﬂsnbwh

d rise
gradually and smoothly into the elevated
is difference is dus to the
c action. The bed
been exposed for
to the wear and

of the Aﬁaw::o
ldiery. Jumbo, once | conntless
tear of frost, rain and running

the physical feato;
would be such as wo |
by the gradual upheaval

Zoo, lster the prop-

about three mohes

¥ L
or dido’t know exactly what to do
next. The trail winding about bushes, a-
cross and back again, shows that the deer

Such a trail means much to a still hunter if

thereupon took tr,
carnation and handed 1t to the child.

the ing ity and | e of a mouse
which had fallen into one of the holes. It
was 4 1-2 feet in depth and 20 jgches in
diamster. The first day the little prison-
er spent in runnio,
the hole tryin,
The second
sterics and s
He began systematically to dig g spiral
groove round and round the j;
of the bole with & unfform sscending grade.
© worked night and day. Ashe got fur-
ther from the bottom he dug little pockets
where he could lie and and rest. 'ﬁ?
terested witnesses kep
food. After a while the
rock;; he tried to.get und
over the obstacle,
He therefore reverse
reached the top.

g round the bottom of
g to find a means of escaps.
day ke had got over his hy-
ettled down to steady business.

nner surface-

e in-
it supplied with
mouse struck a
er, around and
but without success.
d the spiral and finally

———
An Exchange of Favors,

The following anecdote displays one of
those characteristics
of Wales which hay,
him the title of
England :*
Prince and Princess of Wales to Aberyst-
with stopped at Welch
ly, the little daughter of Mr. Denniss, the
general manager of the Cambri
presented the Princess with
After other presentations
the Princess called the o
tho latter offered the Pr;
of lillies of the val
cepted the gift, an

possessed by the Prince
e helped to earn for
‘The First Gentleman of
When the train conveyirg the

pool station recent

an Railways,
8 bouquet.
bad been made
hild back, when
ince & buttonhole
ley. Tae Prince gc-
d remarked, ‘It you give
must give you mine,’ ‘and he
om his buttonhole a fine.

Hit the Nall, Too,

‘L saw & very curious thing to-day.’

‘What was ri{P' .

‘A womaa drivin,

instead of with the
rush.’

2. & niil with & hammer
back of her bsst hair

New York city, but
can only be seen in!hﬁitwmh,

" | UNGAR'S LAUNIRY s DTE WORKS,

‘Waterloo

Its $’s

and Cts,

Money makes the mare:
go. It's all for money,
It takes lots of money to
buy new clothing, and it
takes but little money to
make the old clothing as
good as new. Send them
to UNGAR to be cleaned
and dyed at a small cost.

98 to 33 :
5. %




