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ence between an fflncioa and m fat. The 
fake » partial and incomplete; the tree » 
perfect and exact; it ctwrecpeedi «о Ш 
ideal. The bln circle » not a rode, hot 
an oral; the tree circle ha. every point of 
its «■iwntwArfnrn equidistant firms the 
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what areA Trwtb.
mast important to 
not tie ? First of all we ought to 
her that His warnings against am are true.

threats made for the11 A
They are not 
purpose of terrifying men. They are sin
cere and honest statements of God will do 

do to those who die in their sins 
impenitentsnd uniorgiven. It is strange, 
and yet there sorely is reason m it,that the 

and awful of these declara
tions came from the tips of Him who 
lore incarnate. Not in wrath, not with 
loud and angry words swept by passion be
yond the bounds of truth, nut with a divine 
gentleness and that serious calm which is 
the very air of sincerity, Jesus foretells Де 
future of those who do not obtain Де mercy 
of God and show mercy to their fellowmen.

Whet in Acyl Wdl, firaabc* його.«.«roh-Aro^bwgAGod 

bet that men can lie. and thatratyfrt-

zzariEwgssscorder » “ne en* ne lying; ВосеиЛа 
falsehood, like skffllul pUymg. ■*■>«** 
which mort he learned by practice. Bot 
merely to say “the thing that » not” » no 
mom difficult than blowing mto a Ante.
Any man who ha» breath can tell a plan,
Be.

One who Oan*rt I*.
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csnnrtBe. And you remember at once 
• number of nth* pbceo in the BAk 
where the come doctrine » taught.

• You will recall that tinting con
fection which wae wrong from the 
unwilling lipe of Balaam when he wae 
calledtocur* and compelled to hkm: 
“God i, not a man that He «bonld be. 
neither the son of man that He should re 
pent.” (Number., xxiii., 19.) You wil 
bear again the majetiic тоісе of Samuel. 
.ти.;., that “the strength of Israel will 
п<* ЦеЛ (I. Sem. rv.,29.) Your mem
ory will bring op before you tho* massive 
end *lid word», like pillar, of granite, m 
which the writer oi the Epistle to the He
brew» chow, that the chnatito hope cannot 
be shaken, becau* it recta on the Anne 
promise and oeA, “two immutable things, 
m which it is impossible for God to he. 
And as yon recollect the* marked and re
markable declarations of the veracity of 
God, you win recognise also Art the truth 
is one which is spread underneath the whok 
Bible. . , ,

It resembles a pnmitire stratum ot rock 
in Де earth’s crust, which is lilted into 
sight, here and there, in the nigged 
nuts of the old Laurentian mountains, but 
which exists even where it does not жррежг 
and is the foundation of all the other strata 
piled above it, and ot the deposits which 
floods and glaciers have left upon them 
and of the dwellings and temples which 
men have built upon the surface—the bed
rock is Де basis of all. Now. the bed- 
of the Bible is the truthfulness of God. The 
revelation of His character, His law, His 
will which is made here rests ultimately 
upon the doctrine of His veracity. When 
the law-giver says, “This do. and Ду soul 
shall live.” when the prophet says, “Thus 
sakh the Lord, and Дав shall it come to 
pass,” when the evangelist says, “Believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ and Доа shall be 
saved,” the one thing that is taken for 
granted, the one thought that lies back of 
Де law, the prophecy, the gospel, is that 
God cannot he. . . , ... ,

Now, I want you to think for a while of 
this divine impossibility.

A Divine Impossibility.
And. in Де first place, let ue try to get 

it very dearly and solidly into our minds 
that there is a divine impossibility. There 
are some things that God cannst do. We 
fall very often into a false and foolish way 
of reasoning about the divine attributes, 
which comes, І Діпк, from Де habit of 
treating moral truths as if they were math
ematical and trusting a finite logic to deal 
with infinite quantities. We argue that be
cause God is infinite and absolute there 
must be nothing that He does not know 
and nothing that he cannot do. From the 
mere statement of a proposition, therefore, 
it would follow that God knows it,and from 
the mere conception of an action it would 
follow that He can do it.

But Де same logic would lead us inevi
tably to the conclusion that there is nothing 
that God is not. If He is absolutely with- 
out bounds or limits of any kind, Деп He 
is light and darkness. He is good and 
evil. He is the sinner and Де saint. Then 
we must believe Де mystical words of the 
poet in that strange tittle piece called 
“Brahma”:

is one, and proved

у-МДу
a man ia in the habit of keepoigks nri 
you are inclined to before «hath* «“If 
trae to і*** which are not yet ful-

you IhinktiTy

tial

611,4 If he professes 
andahta upon them, j 
are really his. II he givra you an aceoout 
rt certain thing, which » manilestly 
al and nnetndied, you are inclined to re 
ceive it with more confidence than if it had 
», artificial air. It be speak, freely and
candidly, without mental reserves and Bead Hi. Word*,
secret evasions, you are favorably disposed ДцД I want you to know what He says— 
toward him, and take him tor a ssan ot j want you to again, in the secret of 
truth. . u your own chambers, His parables of judg-

Now it seems to me that all these train ment, and remember it anything in the 
aie clearly marked in the scriptures which ^^d is true these words are true and will 
profess to bring us the revelation of char- be fulfilled because God cannot tie.
acter уші will of the living God. Tone is there ц another thing more important
not time to dwell on them, or illustiate for ns to remember, and that is that 
them folly, but they are all there. The ^ God s promises of tile and salvation 
candor ot the bible is manifest and amaz- through Jeans Christ are true. “Wbeso
in». It is the frankest book m the world, ever believeto on Him shall not perish, but 
Ithink yon will look in vain for any other have everlasting life. Him that cometh 
sacred writings which narrate with such unf0 me j will in nowise cast out. Who- 
absolute sincerity the errors and faults^ of will, let him come.”
the people who claimed to be the original God offers forgiveness and 
possessors and the principal adherents ot hope to all mankind
thetrue religion. Nor will you find any SOOi jegus Christ, the Saviour ot the world, 
other book in which Де conditions of ш n.„ that He is not willing that any 
salvation, the requirements ot divine ser- perish, but that all should come to
vice, and the consequences of sin are to repentenct;. He has provided a sacrifice 
fully and frankly stated. for the sins of the whole world, and He

r. sincerity. stands wtih outstretched arms, saying :
tn :n„ “Come unto me all ye that labor and areAnd then it aeems to me a thing to in ^ Uden.” Now I teU you ai a

inspire confidence, that th«1d,®eT”t «want ol God and apostle of Jesus
ere who give us their records of Де divine Chrijt thlt ofler sincere and genuine 
revelation speak so na’urally, eac honest as men count honesty and sin-
own style and manner, with efiorts to . ^ tmth Tbere „„ reserve in
imitate their predecessors. It our <pbere no secret barrier erected by
nesses should appear ^'ore a judge God’s decree to keep you from accepting 
give an account of a certain event jt. Let no man persuade you that Go,
of events, and each one should toll exacty ^ thing „f тежпв another. Let
Де вате story in Де sanre word . God be true, though every man be a liar, 
judge would probably conclude, not the human system be take and illog-
tbeir testimony was exceptionally valuaMe rad ever
but that the only event «hich bad ""JJ Hlm His Word.
Kme’ ГІ^^^Жга told If God say. that He » wilUog to 

what he had seen, as he had seen it, then unto the uttermoet it is true. It He offers 
the evidence would be credible. And I to save yon. He will do it, and if you need 

hen we read the four Gospels, ia not grace to accept the offer He will give it to 
ЗЙ" what "e find? Four vou.l you ask km. If He promise.to
^ іеШшг Де 1 same tiory, each gi* pardon and life to every one that be- 
in his own way, and behind these tour men Reveto, He willdo it lor you if you take
-- Vnow not how many of those who had Him at Hie word, we know ootnow у ied lith Him From the shadows that veil the cross on
Md remmtoedtbat Etohad said rad Calvary, from the ineflable light that sur-
done Some saw what others did not, and rounds Де throne of God and oi the Lamb. 
*me he^d what оДега did not hear. I hear a voice that cries come rad et km 
Their differences of narrative are proofs ol that heareth say come, rad let km that » 

False witnesses would athirst come, and whosoever will, let km 
take of Де water ot life freely. And 1 
believe that is the voice of God, that can
not tie.

j :The false is deceptive, it appears to be 
what it » not; the true is gramme, it 
•hows itself for what it is; a fabe friend is 
an enemy in disguise, a time friend is 
who feeb the love he professes, and the 
difference between them is the difference

apnniwfffi ns ; the true ia that which is firm, 
steadiest and trustworthy ; a fal* promise 
is made to be broken, ns n tree promisei is 
made to he kept, and the difference be
tween them is the difference between un
faithfulness and fidelity. Now, when we 
my that God cannot he, becau* He» true, 
we mean nil this and more. We mean 
that He ia real, not a dream, nor 
> name, hot the Bring God. We mean 
•that He is perfect, that everything wkch 
belongs to the divine ideal actually exists 
in Him, » that He alone is the tree God, 
of whom the take divinities are but broken 
and distorted shadows. We mean that He 
ia sincere, that He ia what He appears to 
be, so that in Him the fact corresponds to 
the revelation, rad the thought to the wish, 
and the feeling to the action, rad the whole 
character to its expression. We mean that 
He ia fakhtul. that what He foretelk He 
will surely bring to pass, that what He 
promises He will certainly perform.
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Lying a Natural Faculty of Man.
All the* elements, it seems to me, enter 

into the Christian doctrine of the truth of 
God. And if they aeem to you familiar 
and inevitable rad * necessary that it ia 
almost superfluous to mention them, let me 
rernmd you that it is chiefly because 
Christianity has impressed them so deeply 
upon our moral consciousness. They do 
not exist in all religions ; they do not even 
exist in all pkloeophies. When I spoke, 
at Де beginning, of lying as n common 
and natural faculty of man, it was by no 
means a jocose or trivial remark. Human
ity in its lower forms, unenlightened by Де 
divine Spirit, does not necessarily recog
nize the beauty and glory of truth.

Among barbarous races lying is not only 
a general babit, it is frequently recognized 
as a virtue, and even among civilized and 
cultured race# you will find people who can 
see no disgrace in it except that of being 
found out. Many religions have been in
vented rad believed—or at least men have 
believed that they beUeved them—in which 
falsehood plays a prominent part in the 
character and actions of the gods. Re
member, for instance, Де masquerades of 
Де gods in Greek rad Roman myAology, 
and especially the fabled perlonnance of 
Hermes or Mercury, who may be called 
Де tutelary divinity of Bara.

The Bible represents toe first am as com
ing out of a belief that God would not real- 
lykeep His word. “Ye shall not aurky 
die.” Mid the evil spirit, and Adam be- 
tieved him. And же Де first sin came out 
of the assumption that God might lie, so 
the second consisted in the fact that man 
did tie. “The woman tempted me and I 
did eat.” That was the first falsehood of 
Де great harvest that was afterwards to 
spring from the idea that God could poss
ibly be untrue. .

“It seems to me.” says Carlyle, yon 
kv yonr finger on the heart of all Де 
world’s maladies when yon call it a *ep-

а. I consider, that the whole tribe 
of social pestilences, French revolu
tions, chartisms and what not, have 
derived their being, and their chiet neces
sity to be. Tks moat alter. Till Дів al- 
ter.notbing era beneficially alter. My one 
hope ol the world, my nnexpungable con
solation in looking at the mumnes of Де 
world is that tks altering. Here and there 
one does now find a man who knows as ot 
old that this worid ia a troth rad no plaus
ibility and fakity ; that be himself is alive 
not dead or paralytic, and that Ae wmrid 
is aUve, instinct with Godhood, beratiful 
and nwtul even as in the beginning ol 
days.”

An Honest Ood, the Noblest Faith of Man.

aæasggsg
the essence of deity. “An honest mansihe noblest work of God ” say« the old now.^ ^ tlke д,і word of Paul, “He 
proverb. I have long ,h»t soweth to the flesh shall of the flesh

ing to believe that the universe cornea from армії Ші P &(_P Now law of 
such a being that it moat conkm rertue. ^’h “^соиі/be more certain and m- 
correaponding to appearance rad ob]Mk ttonare sensual life does bnngdecay,
tssKSJsrsr^rra gSr tsssaishM
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rad Ae infinitude u affirmea and beheved revelation from toe „ , rip- m Jesus, and lean upon km as the ba
kon^krakra. it » consistent with Ut.usaAУЮ ionr, radtake *be easyvoke^h» «J 
these attributes. All things are poaaib e tores, ш wkch chuauarnty is h a ТІ0е, rad learn of L whether
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OF TODAY.!their sincerity. -- 
have agreed beforehand. The discrep- 
an vies of the scriptures are difficulties m 
one кпк, but in апоДег and a higher 
*nse Деу are supports.

Now, of course that would not be tree 
unless there was a real and 
and manifest consistency of Де bible with 
itself. But this is just what we do find in 
it. All Де difficulties of interpretation, 
ай the points ot apparent disagreement be
tween different witnesses of wkch we hear 

nowadavs, token together and 
piled up in a heap would be nolarger than 
in ant hill, while the great buffi ol truth, 
self-consistent and sell-coherent, would 
loom up above it like the Andes. The 
revektion of God in the bible is one from 
beginning to end. It does not change, it 
unfulds. It does not swenre, it advances, 
And Jeana Christ is He in whom Де law 

fulfilled, and from 
the acts of the 

and the revelation do
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bTrerified. Prephecic, folfilled—yon re-

Christianity, and who answered in two 
words, “The Jews!" Records confirmed 
by external and independent testimony 
from ancient monuments and the scrolls of 
forgotten histories-Деге are many ways 
in which our confidence in the veracity ol
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laaalea who take cold eaally, may be 
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n after their maala during

name at all commenanrate with Cooper's ai>ruad." 
The great author la dead but his charming ro
mances still live to delight new ye Derations of 
readers. “The wind of the lake» and the prahro 
has not lost Its balsam and the mUtof the eea 

vor." says the same writer above 
ntirnl Indeed еге СХюрегіе stories of 
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But Де киД is that if God to infinite in 

this sen* then He must be unknown and 
unknowable. He oranot hare character, 
for character implies distinction. He can
not even have existence in any real sense, 
for existence is bounded by non-existence.
Now, Де Bible reveals that God is, and 
that He is a real and personal bemg, and 
♦Km». He LAM a moral character "fixed and
immuttble and aupreme. It it мете to us 
difficult qe impossible to make that revek
tion square wnh our mekphyaica, I for one 
am always ready to break wrth metaphysics, 
it need be, rad stand by the Bible, rad 
trust God 1» He makes Himself known to 
my moral nature in Де scriptures, and 
above all in the person and Ute of Jesus 
Christ.
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