Tne [riumohs of Christianity in  Japan.

We stand to-dsy upon the threshold of a new era. Al-
ready the vast po'tsl of & new century has rolled back
upon Its bivges, disclosing to our eyes marvellons possi-

bilities for the fnture, but as we tvrn our faces and cant,
& glance back uj n the retreating form of the past cen-”

tury a8 it slowly and nolselessly makea it way down Into
the silent chambera of the past, we become conscious of
this mighty fact, that whatever the pust century has
meant to ue, whatever of pain or mystery it has left
behind. it has given to us many blessings and among the
inyaluable legacien thut have come to us is this—it has
placed at the command of ma~ all the sccumulated power
of the past. The tremerdous prwer of steam and elec-
tricity, the iunconceiveable p of all oyr modern
juventions, the lnexhaustable forces of nature, but in
addition to and far tranicending ail this power there is
yet another greater force silent, invisible, mighty.
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Some two thousaud years sgo & young mother laid in
one of Bethlehein's manger: & little child: Resident in
that tiny form wes the germ of a world-shaping force,
and throughout these intervening centuries Christienity,
in its own mystical way, bas heen operative in the great
heart of humanity. Slowly butsurely has it transformed
the world. Vet never in sny cevtury were such mighty
things in foreign missions accomplished, never so many
battles fought, never so many victories won, never so
many seemiogly ivsurmountable of sacles overcome,
pever 8o many lives tonched and ‘ransformed, as in the
centary which has jast siipped ont upon the great ocean
of the past, and on the life of u> nation has the mounld-
ing and shaplng force of Christisnity been so clearly
miavi’est as on the life of Japsn
‘f'hc Japanese clalm at least tweuty-six ceuturles of
existence for their emire, and the career of their ration
ean be traced guite well far back tow-rds the beginning
of the Chrlstlan era.  Japan isintensely religions and her
forty milllons of people have to.day not one religion but
several, the oldest of which is Shintoiam. Another is
Confuslanism, the {deas of which sre widely afl sat ; and
a third s Buddhismi, introduced in 552, A, D., and
though it wans six centurics iv fightiog lta way to almost
universal accepiauce, yet it fisal'y abtained a great hold
;mpon the minds of the people. Ho# prominent ia the
piace held by these faithy in the lives of the peovle may
be sgen from the fact that there were 196,242 Shinto
shrines and 105 1 Buddbist tewiples in the land, or a
temple or a shrivg aboni or'e hundrad and thirty in-
habltants, and thither dully thy malted throogs made
thelr way. These people who were earnestly longing for
the truth and groplog ke helpless jofinte for the light
only became  mory and more entlie tled by the superati-
tion of a superstitions relig pagavism wrapped
shout them in ever lpcren y._,‘ﬂ ds fts |;|n:wtle of dark-
ness.
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« Langusge seems | wufficient to paiut a plcture black
epough to represcnl Tapan,
the misery, the blackness of derpal
land wae appalling, bot o dellverer was wigh,
Chirlstianiny had {iund

fer Janded in Inpan and

The oppression, the shame;
that reigned in that
Already
In 1549, Xav-
» labors of this zealous
young apostle to the {ew, canversions to the papal
charch were reported {u grest even Japanese
nobles and princes being among the number

into ladla.

uimbers

In 1582, the Catholle convertn seut an embusey to Rome

i

besring lettere aud prece 1o the pone in .\uken of their
allegiance to the supremie puntiff. Ite return to Japan

was the slgns for & new conguest over the native hearts,
and within two yewrs twelve thousand more were ,bap-
tized, Buot Christtanl y wie not to trlvimph so ersily. The

strongholds of darkicss. ihe cita lels of sln were not to
be successfully stormed s0 un the great fortl-
fication of the enemies hingdom were not to be hurled to
the ground ¢o readily ; and U e hiack baonner of heathen-
ism, which had so long wave! over that land, was not to
fall 1o the dust without first 8 miebty confliet
tion bared its red right arm snd put thisty
Christians to desth, buried them
that spot erected this fnictiption, "' se loi g ne the s'mrs
shall {llumine the sky, 80 long as the gup shall warm the
earth let no Christian be so hold weto eome to Jupan and
let all know that the king of Spain.himself, or the Chris-
tian's God, or the great God of &1, he violates this com
mand shall pay for {1 with Lis head " and for more than
two centnries altempls were made Lo stawp out the least
traces of the goepel. The nauas of Jesus was beld in the
utmost loathiog and sbhorrence, ard Japan like her sia-
ter nations closed and barred her gates, Years passed by
and the rolling clonds of darkuers settled once more on
the horizon of Japan It was the darkest and yet the
brightest hour in the hisiory of this nation, darkest be-
canse human hate was doing its worst ; brightest, because
divine love wae doing 1ts bost. God was pot forgetful of
Japan, but in his owno way was preparing her deliverer,
In 1853 United States Comvmodors Perry, with a fleet of
seven shipe of war cast anchor {n the Bav of Yeddo. On
the Lord's day, spreading the American flig over the cap-
stan of his vessel, he lald thereon an open Bible read the
one bundredth psalm and then with his Christian crew
sang that inepiring hymn

enlgtingly

Persecu-
thousand
in one grave and over

MESSENGER AND VISITOR.

** All nations that on earth doth dwell
Sing to the Lord with cheerful voice.”

That was the first Christian hymn that ever sounded in
the Bay of Yeddo, snd it echoed ovér the silent waters
the sign of s peaceful conquest. Without firlug a gun,
or shedding s drop of blood the ports of Japan were
thrown open to the commerce of the world and the
evangel of God and Christianity for the second time en-
tered Japsn and there in the verr hearts of the people
she was to erect her throne and with her sceptre of love
was 1o smite from off this people the shackles, which
bad so long enthralled them in idolatrous worship and
pagan darkness, and before many years the misslonary
with perfect freedom and ssfety would travel the length
and breadth of the land with the open Bible in his hand
and once more the light of ite divine page would flash
ont and lght np the surrounding gloom. The conquests
of the gospe! for a time were slow but adapting itself to
every occasion, the lowly, loving yet always aggressive
spirit of the Master made its way deeper and deeper into
the very bearts of the people, touching individual lives
it imparted to them the perfume of the very breath of
heaven. With its still small voice it restrained the
young from entering upon a life of crime, with ite kind-
ly hand it tenderly lifted the fallen from the denms of

vice and brothels of shame and imparted to their liv:a.(;

*‘ the very sunshise of God.”

The year 1872 is memorable in the annals of Japanese
history when missionaries of every name united to ob-
serve the week of prayer and as a direct result nine
young men were converted and with two older ones were
united in Christian fellowship, thus forming the firat
Christian church in Japsn. A few years aftera com.
pany of Christian students made a solemn covensnt to-
gether, as thev had been blessed by God in advance of
thelr fellow meu, they wonld labor to enlighten the
darkness of that empire by preaching the gospel even at
the sacrifice of their own lives They prayed kneeling and
wrote an oath paper on which they signed their names.
Sharp persecution from their relatives, followed under
the ¢ ffzct of which some turned back, but the most of
them —the oldest being under twenty years,— were im-
movable and the members of this ‘' Kuamamato Band '’
will slways ravk high amopg tbe mighty moulding
forces of early Japan.

Many instances of heroic suffering for the cause of
Christ might be cited. One voung man belng condemn
ed to death, tipon the scaffold, permission being asked
and given he offered the following prayer : ‘' Heavenly
Father I must now die but while in prison thou hast
deeply blessed me by opening my heart, baptizing me
with the gospel of Jesus, filllng my hesrt with joy and
peace through the sacrifice made on the cross, even in
the hour of death thou givest me joy and peace everlast
ing. O father I go to thee; Recel e my soul I beseech
thee, O father have mercy on my mother and sister. T
beseech them to lead them to belleve in thee and as
thon hast saved me, save also thess my fellow prison
ers "' Rlsing from his knees he gaid—"I'lesbe an aged
mother and sister, please see that they soon learn to
know Jesus. In the next moment his young life went
out

Christianity not only moulded and shaped the individ
usl life of the people, but also became influential in the
legislative affairs of the nation. It erected a new stand.
ard of justice in the courts of law. It erased from the
national statute book the cruel Draconian acts and with
the finger of mercy, impelled by the conscionsness of
human worth, it has transcribed measures tempered with
love. The gospel has literally leavened the whole lump
of Japanese life. During the past thirteen years there has
been fifteen Christian men in parliament each session and
according to the nniversal verdict these men have been
the moulders of parllementary thought. Christianity has
given to Japan a new literature, a new poetry, a new
music set to the old song of redemption, but highest snd
best and grandest of all, the spiritual influence has led
men and women to establish Christian homes where God
is known and revered, From these homes the gospel has
gone forth upon its mission of love. It has lifted np the
fallen, healed the sick, ministered to those in prison. Ite
ministrations have touched every class and conditions of
men and women, If the year of 1870 wes 8 memorable
one in the history of Japan, the year 1896, was a more
memorable one forin that year, Mr. John R. Mott, who
is perhaps the best known and loved Christian worker
among young men on this continent, made his never to
be forgotten tour up and down the nations of the east, On
that tour he spent twelve weeks in Japan and when he
bade farewell to that land, which was thought to be one
of the hardest centres in the east, he left behind him
twenty elght Young Men's Christlan Associations. Cen-
tres from which are to flow, such stresms of Christian In-
fluence as shall permeate the entire natlon.

At the beginning of the last century inthe city of
Osake, six Christians were crucified. To-day in that
city stands a Young Men’s Christian Assoclation of one
thonsand members. Truly the blood of the martyrs
shall be the seed of the Christian church. No wonder
that Japan in the year nineteen hundred was stirred from
centre to circumference by a mighty revival which awept
over the land, when ty-five th d
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Christ. What makes the comp.c.. t..pv..satdon of
Japan in the near future a certainty, is the fact, that the
majority of these twenty-five thousand were young men,
among whom are the brightest students and keenest
intellects in the Japanese universities. Young wen, who
in the days to come, will be potent factors in shaping the
destiny of the empire. Already they have the conviction
that if Japan is to be a great nation, if she is to take her
place among the great nationa of the world, she must be
a Christian uation. Japan, in pursuance of this ideal, is
the first oriental country to break through the barriers
of the past and join the onward march of modern ' pro-
grese. Never before, in the history of this nation, was
there a time when the great flood-tide of Christianity
went sweeping on its way with auch irresistable force, as
at the present Never before was there such an over-
turning of ancient institutions, such a breaking down of
cast systems, such an uprooting of ancestral pride.
Never before such o coming together in deadly conflict
of the powers of good and evil, of the forces of light and
darkness, of Christisnity and pagan idolatry. So great
has been this transforming power that forty miilions of
people have changed in everything, in ove genmeration,
intellectnally, socially, politically, religiously, in govern-
ment, education, in industrial life and family life, in
trade and manrers, in army and navy. A young man,
himeelf a Japaneée convert and a student of one of the
leading nniversities of America said : ““In Japan nothing
s lef: as it was thirty yeara. ago, except the natural
scenery, The light of Asla is fading and waning, but
while it is at its gun-set the Light of the world ie rising
oo that Wand emp're. ’  The opportunities of the church
to-day are unparalelled. New doors. are continually
opening. The Voung Men's Christian ' Associstions of
Jopan are Joud in their appeals for foreign help.

A force of eighty nien in this branch of the work alone
is needed. Theun there is the vast department of Sunday
School work, promising such rich returns in the futare
of harvested sonls. There are five million children in
the elementary institutions of learning needing Christian
imsiruction. Oune noted Chriatian scholar and teacher
sald: 1 place to good advautage one hundred
Cl ristlan teschers, in the govenment schools and uni-
versities of Japan, to teach the English lsnguage and
give Christian fnstruction.’”” It is the divine hand which
has opened these doors  Godhas prepared the way. He
has set thereon the seal of his approbation, and over all
the evil of the ewmpire, over all the disobedience of the
people, mistakes of the Christiana, over all
nstion, over all the forces of its life
and all the movements of its history, God is ruling, calm
and steadfast and faithfal,
thing that is needed is that the Christian
workers shall s the invieible Captain of the
¢ ficid of battle, and be intent to hear
biast with which ne commands the
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Lord's husts on

the clarion b

onward | march ! and it has aiready begun,
** He i= sonudicg forth the trnmpet, that shall never call
retreat,

Oh be swift my soul to anewer him, be jubllant my feet,
Our God s marching on.”

As we look back over the Christian history of Japan
and see what has been accomplished in the face of so
many obstacies, when we mote the present forces at
work and the opening doors of ssrvice, when we Chris-
tlavs realize afresh that the command given by the
Young Man of Galilee, in thcse far-off days, “‘Go .ye”
has never been repested, but rings out clear and strong.
When we hasten forth with willing hearts to fill up the
openiogs Japan will become one of the mightiest mis-
slonary forces of the future shurch. Before many years
we will lift our eyes to that empire and see there in place
of old heathen Japan, a new Japan, a Christian nation.
We see there the great Christian church of the future, a
great Christian church addressing iteelf more and more
of all first to the evangelization of its native land,and tken
to the paramount dnty of filling Kastern Asia with Chris-
tian  truth and civilization. God shall yet
make of this Sun Rise Kingdom the gate of
Asia, through will flow into China, Korea
and other eastern lands the life giving influence
which shall solve the eastern problems. - And we veed
to look but a little way into the future and we see the
Christian forces of Japan marehalling themselves for ag-
gressive action and the church of Christ will catch the
thrill, as regiment after regiment and troop after troop
marched forth upoan this holy war, & war it which there
shall be no rolling clouds of smoke, nor smell of carnage
no clash of sabre, nor bugle blast. But the Lord himeself,
the very God of batile leading on his forces to conquests
of love. Then Indis will psuse in her mad career and
listen to the sweertest message that ever fell upon her ear
‘“God's remedy forsin.”’ Russia grandly bent on cary-
ing out her national glory, attracted by the music will
lift her face towards Japan and ultimately towards the
great source of light and when China with its ‘redeemed
millions swings into the Christian column, and these
mighty nations of the east turn their faces towsrd the
Christ and take up their march towards the city of God,
I believe the angels will strike their harps and the earth

will re-echo agaiu and again to the straine of that grand
refrain ‘* The national anthem of heaven."”

‘* All hail the power of Jesus name.’*
WILLARD S, TRDFORD,
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