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The Bacyetieal on The full text of the Pappl Ean-

lical on the School Question
the Schoel Quesion: & been for a week now, in the
hands of the publie, having been promulgsted on
Sunday, the ninth' instant, by Archbishop Hegin,
from the pulpit of the Basilica, Quebes. A perusal
of the full text shows that the cabled abstract of the
encyclical gave a fairly corre®® idea of its coptents.
A considerable part of the document is taken up
with declaring the interest of the papal government
in Canada, and especinlly in its Roman Catholic
population, in praising the bishops for theirsfidelity
and in setting forth the Roman Catholic do@rineas
to education in the schools. A comparatively small
portion of the manifesto is devoted direétly to the
discussion of the Manitoba question. Leo upholds
the bishops in their contention that the Manitoba
lawof 18go deprived the Roman Catholigs of the
province of a right, guaranteed  to them in the A&
of Confederation, but he does not say that it is the

duty of the bishops, backed by the-whole political

stréngth of Roman Catholicism in Canadg, to de-
mand of the Dominion Parliament; and to agitate

" for the enactment of, a remedial law restoring to the

minority in Manitoba these alleged lost constitu-
tional rights. He alludes to the measures taken by
the men at the head of the Federal Governigent and
of the Province of Manitoba with a view to decreas-
ing the difficulties of which the Catholics complain,
and ‘does not doubt that '* these measures were taken
from a laudable motive.” But it is held that these
measures are ** defe@ive, unsuitable and-jnsuffici-
ent.” Justice, it is held, demands the realization of
the Catholic iden as to separate schools, and * this
should be the aim, this the end to be zealously and
prudently sought for.”” But as to the means by
which this end is to be sought, whether by further
agitation for & remedial bill or by seeking conces.
sions from the Provincial Legialature, the Encycli-
cal maintaine a diplomatic silence.  The result
would therefore appear to be to leave the guestion,
as to its political aspects, just about ws it was.
French Catholic papers, both those that dontend for
remedial legislation and those that oppdse it, are
applauding the Pope's deliverascs and interpreting
it in accordance with thelr own points of view, But
if a junéture of affairs should occur in which it
scemed possible to the bishops so to marghal their
forces on the political battlefield as to procure the
enactment of a remedial law, there would he nothing
in the present encyclical to prevent them geeking in
that way to attain that object of their asibition.
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The Pleblscite y—= A matter of great interest in

The Toronto  SONnection with the approaching .
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m\dﬂmcuu.tbh;( J l hi:lt.iop should be united with the t‘lmtion of pro- appear to agree in stating this to be the fat, but in
CogiernLamer Hevpanm, 4 hibition, and that the Plebiscite Bill should beso ioe of the terrible things that might take place if

framed that the ele®ors shall be required not only
to say yes or no to prohibition, but also to say
whether they are willing to accept dire® taxation,
which, it is contended, would mecessarily be in-
volved in the enatment of a prohibitory law. It
will be somewhat reassuring to those who have
feared that the interests of the prohibition cause
would be imperilled in this way,to observe the posi-
tion taken on the subject by the Toronto Globe, a
paper which is supposed to be in close touch with
the Dominion Government, and, in a general way,
to reflect its policy and opinions. The Globe advo.
cates the taking of a simple yes or no vote on the
subject. Whatever may be the individual opinion
of members of Parliament as to the merits of a pro-
hibltory law, their present duty is to see that the
vote is faitly taken. The opponents of prohibition.
will of course put forth their strongest endeavors
and present the best argument they can to secure
from the country a verdi@t adverse to prohibition,
and the Globe holds that it is the fairer way ‘' to
allow the opp ts of prohibition to present argu-
ment in the ordinary way, on the platform and in
the press, and not to have it placed upon the ballot
g

- * - * - .
Continuing its discussion of the subjed, the Globe
says :

‘' It is contended that the man who votes upon pro
hibition ought to vote with a full knowledge of the
consequences, that he ought to know that prohibitich
will Jead to direct taxation, if that be the case. Thereds
some force in this, but the flaw in the argument is that
direct taxation is not the only g that prohibi
tion might involve. The prohibitionist will say that
divect taxation, paint it as black as you may, is not ma
bad as the ruin of an intellect or of & home. His argu.
ment may be.agsailed, but why should it not be printed
on the ballot paper or on an accompanying paper &b
well as that of his opponent? Or why should it not be
officially explained to the voter that direct taxation takes
no more money out of his pocket than indirect jon ?

the thousands of men at Dawson discovered, as time
went on, that there was not enough for all, it seems
only.in accordance with the dictates of humanity to
send supplies to the Klondike if possible.” It is ex-
pected that the expedition will take in twenty-five
or thirty tons of provisions. This i not a large
quantity to distribute among five or six thousand
men, but it would suffice for a few weeks and might
prove the means of averting a terrible calamity, The
date of the latest news from Dawson City is Dec, 12,
It was brought by a purty which made the trip from
Dawson to salt water, by dog team, in eighteen and |
& half days, the fastest time on record. It is stated
that the reassuring reports as to the sufficiency of
the food supply in the Klondike country may cause
some change in the arrangements of the United
States Government in respeét to its relief expedition,

O

~It is as bad or worse sometimes to be too smart
as not to be clever at all. A number of very much
‘* up to date’’ people, writing letters -destined for
places within the newly constituted city of New
York, have been causing the post-office officials
much unnecessary work, besides seriously delaying
their own letters, by their over-smartness, Some
of these people, says The Outlook, * were foolish
enough to address their letters to ‘ Greater New
York ; ' others thought it showed wisdom to omit
the direftion’ ‘Brooklyn' or *Staten Island’ or
¢ Jamaica,’ writing merely * New York' in each case.
When we remember that there are no less than five
Broadways (to take a single instance of duplicate
street names) in the different boroughs, it is easy to
see how much trouble was made by the oversmart
lttemdpt to do the right thing. A moment’s thought
would have shown that the safe and corret thin,
was to address letters precisely as before the consoli-
dation. There has been no change whatever in the
names of the United States post offices.”’

P
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It seems to us that the ballot ought to be simply pro-
hibition, yes or no; 1f one arg is to be p |
in'an official way, Both sides ought to have an opportun.
ity to say & last word to the voter as he stands within tie
polling booth. . Under the latter circumstances, if we
can seriously imagine them taking place, the ballot paper
would say that direct taxation might follow prohibition,
but that direct taxation meant no addition to the ek-
penses of governing the country, and that it bad advabt-
ages as well as drawbacks ; that great industries would
be abolished by prohibition, but that on the other hand,
people would have more money to spend on food, .
ing and shelter. A more important question, in our
opinion, than ‘ Are you prepdred to vote for direct taxa-
tion 1 ' 1a ' Are you prepared to assist in the enforcement
of the law if enacted 2’ But the safest and fairest way is
to allow the people to vote squarely on prohibition

vothing else, leaving the advocates and opponents of the

moastre to make out their case elsewhere. It is hardly °

fair that after both sides bave done their best, and the
voter goos iuto the booth to mark his ballot, he shall' be
confrouted with one argument on one side of the case,
printed on the ballot paper, and thereby invested with
& sort of officlal sanction."’ o

L The United m Government

The Kl |, shout sending to the Klondike
a relief expedition, which will be under the
of u body of fifty Canadian Mouuted Police:

Christian Instituti By Alexander V. G. Allen, D. D,,
Author of The Continuity of Christian ‘Iilnght.
Life of Jonathan Edwards, etc. New York ; Charles
Scribner's Sons, Price $2.50 net,

The volume recently issued under the atove title is the
sixth in the International Library Series. It is evidentl
& product of profound scholarship and of pro
honest study, and forms a highly valuable addition to the
literature of the age.  The aim of the author
has been to present a summary of the church’s history
from the point of view of its institutions. The word

of course here employed in its widest sense,

whole development of Christianity in the

and  the author has endeavored to show how

tion, creeds and cultus are related to the spirit-

life and to the growth of Chiristian civilization, The
work is divided into three books or main divisions, in the
first of which the author discusses The Orgénization of




