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LENGTHY DEBATE ON
REDISTRIBUTION BILL.

The Measure Occupied Attention of the
House for Several Hours Yes-
terday Afternoon.

Press Gallery, March 24th.

The members could: talk nothing but
redistribution  this  afternoon. ‘1‘3\'0“"
item of business was hurried out
.of the way with seant examination to
prepare for the second reading of the
jong-desired measure. The specch of th.e
Attorney-General: was in - general . de-
fence of the bill, which he deséribed- as
the faitest mieasyre of tha kind' which'
coulfl be brought in. British Colimibia.

There Was il ontbhurst of am)lause
when he stated:that on ae(,mld thought
he considered it ady 1\:1ble to strika out
the old lists and have new lists prepared,
while there wag a smile of incredulity
when the Attorney-General intimgted
that there was no intention ef bringing
.on .a general election, buf that the gov-
.ernment” wounld continue to do business
until the conclusion of their nautral term
of office.

other

Mr, qmntl\. dvetw the attention of the
Minister” of Mined to the fact that the
local preas of Tootenay reported that oil
was being bored for by the C. P, R. on
the lands which he had complained. of
as being sct aside for that company. |
“The minister promised to. look into the
matter,

Mr. McBride inguired for the North
Victoria writ. with the usual results. He
observed, amid laughter; that he sup-
posed the government would have a con-
tract with Marconi to erect a station.on

Salt Spring Island .lbont the t}me of the
ulnvtion.

He .also ‘asked Tor ‘better quarteﬁ for
tha opposition, the cauvels room, having,
bheett -appropridted <y the/senipr:member: |
L/ chte—
tary promisdd: to look into the m'ltteg

Lead Refineries.

On the adjourn debate on the follow-
ing resolution: “Fhayl in view of the pres-
ent depressed’fondition of the lead mar-
ket, and the'disakility 'under whieh the
producers of~lead and silver within- the
province labor in. not being able to have
the product’ of their mines ‘economically
smelted »nd refined: ;

“Therefore, in the opinion. of this
House, the public interest requires on the
rart of the government the serious con-
sideration. of the establishment; and op-
«ration by them of lead smelting and
refiring works within the province ”’

Mr.~ Green, the mover, said that ‘the
whole silver lead district was practically
“bankrupt: no new properties were bsing
«opened up:; no new capital coming into
the country. The prospect was anything
but  bright. He did not. wish to be
pessemistie, but lead miving was in any-
thing bnt o good condition.

The British, Columbia miner got only
$1.15, while the United States miner got
$3.50 a ton. About 72.200 tons of lead
ore, netting about 25.500 tons of lead. had
been mined. All this had to pay tribute
to the American smelting refinery trust.
Some measure of relief would be afford-
ed if private refineries were established
in the provincé¢, but even so, the profits

wonld probably go the refiner and not
to the producer, The establishment of
a government refinery would overcome
this,

The production of the silver-lead mines
of British Columbia for four years past
was as follows:

Jead, ™= Silver, 0zs,
D 13 pEN SISl SR MBI 1) gt 4.292.401
Ty L et i oo 2. an% 4o 2.937.413
BL ¢ R 63.258,621 3,958,175
1901, e~11m,m‘d 50,529,260

The average price in New York was

in 1900: Lead per 100 1bs., $4.37; silver,

per 0z., :01.33 cents; in 1901, lead, $4.33;
silver, per oz, .58.95 cents. In Decem-
ber, 1901, lesd was only $4.15, and dwp—
ped :to *\K-L in January, 1902. Silver was!

_55.1 “eents in Devember: 1 last, aud had
remained stationary since.

If a government refinery was establish-
ed the product could be held and the
broducer helped to find a market. The
Orient was the most promising field for
British Columbia lead, but. it was sold
there  through England: There was
ahout $12.50 freight, no hauling to and

rom the smelter, about $10 of which
liight be saved with a government re-
finery. He felt sure that it wounld be
<stablished, as o business proposition for
the government to engage in this
Urade and to market our ores in the
Orient,

It was estimated that in 1901, 50.529,-
€00 pounds of leggl was raised in British
Columbia; much®f this might be used
at home, as Canada imported $080 G16
Vorth last yeapr.

The cost of establishing a refinery
Would  probably be $250,000, and the
<ost of treatment about $12 a ton, with
51 a ton profit. This would be a neat
brofit for the province, while the pro-
ducer would be protected and encour-

ced.

He thought it was the dnty of the  Do-
mirion government to take this matter
ip, but they showed no disposition to do
S0
i British Columbia, and it was the dnt y
of the government to foster this matter
as much as possible.  (Applause.)

Mr. Martin adjourned the dehate.

Teeking Correspondence.
44!!r Tatlow moeved that an order of
¢ House be granted for a return of all |

'”H‘\[mnm‘n('e. reports and other docu- !

ents in “the possession of the govern-

2,624,002

b

lands. A few seftlers had taken up
holdings, but they were shut off from
markets, i

He had heard that the government “vas
giving tracts of lapds in Bulkely valley
to settlers on very favorable terms. He
no fault with the government
policy thereon. But if these advantages
were to be given to settlers in a remote
part of the proviuce, surely they would
pay some attention to the wants and suf-

‘ferings of these settlers,’

The settlers there also wished to be
included in the New Westmihster dis-
trict .in redistribution,

The Chief Commmq\onor moved fhe ad-
journment of . the debaie.

Vancouver & New Westminster Railjvay
Mr. Garden introduced a bill to amend
the Vancouver & Westminster Railway
Act, 1901. It was referred to the rail-
\‘1) committee.
Fraser Bridge.

Mr, Gifford moved, amid applause, this
being his. first parlinmentary effort, that
an order of the House be granted for a
return:-showing:

1. What tenders have been rewnod
by .the government. for the construction
of ithe 'substructure of the Fraser river
y biidge, \nbh particalars of -sum tender-
od, . ofs'pérson ot persons, -company  or
companies, tendering, and of the security
or securmes dep)sxted by the ﬁxfferent
tenderers;” 1
2 What tenders hme been recen'ed by
1o gevampmut*for the ' construction of
thie saperstrctyre of the Fraser river
bridge, With particulars of;sum tendered,
of person or persons tendering, and of
the sccurity or secnrities deposited by the
different tenderers.

3. What “tendérs have bécn received
for the construction of both substructure
and superstructure of the Fraser river
bridge, with full particu’ars asked in 1
and" 2. 3
‘He considered, he said, the building of
the bridge to be one of vital importance
to Westminster. 'That c¢ity had suffered
very heavily owing to the great fire and
was’ having an up hill fight, and it was
the bonden duty of the government to
assist them. The sum of $500,000 had
been appropriated, but he understood this
was insufficient.

What he wanted tha government to
do was to let the contract for the sub-
strueture-at-once, and before the other
amount was requivred he was sure the
Deominion: governmert . would “come to
their assistanee, (Loud applawse.)
"My, McRBride complintented Mr. Gif-’
ford on- his m.llden effort.” The build-
ing~of that bridge was in line with the
policy of the opposition, and, would: great-
"Iy - “benefit the: lowér- ’\Imnland ‘He
('en(‘mod the ::mel‘iunmt for their "k
axoriness. i Ak venr figo “the* “Ehiel Coni-: |
missioner had given the people of New
Westninster to understand that the
work would be ‘proceeded with at once
as soon as Mr. Brown wag elected. He
(the Chief Commissioner) had read tele-

intended to convince the people of Neaw
Westminster of that. The high water
would soon come and the work be put ;
hack seven or eight months. If the
opposition were on the treasury benches
they would close the contract at once.
The Chief Commissioner eppreciated
the concern of the lower Mainland mem-
bers. The bridge would be of interna-
tional ebaracter. If the oppesition were
#if hewer he had no doubt the contract
would be let hastily, and the difficulties
he foresaw would follow. Mr. Waddell

when he arrived no time would be lost.
It was necessary to ascertain the finan-
cial ability of contractors, else it was
uscless making a contract.

My, MeBride recalled the singular fact
that ten days since the Chief Commis-
sioner had reported Mr. Waddell as en
reute here.  He was surely making a
long trip.

The Chief Commissicner replied that
Mr. Waddell had been in Mexico, but
had wired that he was now en route
horo. : -

My, Oliver said the bridge was of great
importance to the lower IFraser, to New
Westminster, to Vancouver and to the
whole Coast.
way into Vancouver and give themn the
henefits of competition. The people of
his district were convirced there was
unnecessary delay in proceeding with this
work: The people wanted the contract
let at once.
oarrest there wonld be no difficulty in
letting Mr. Waddell knew the figures.

believed that it would take the eontractor
from now until next spring low water
to get his material on. the ground.

Mr. Gilmour 1p0\‘ed,th9 ad)ournmcnt
of ?hc debate,

ing” the P'l(jlﬁc & ~“Omineca Railway
Act, 1900. It was read a first Llime and
referred to the railway committee. '

Questions,

Mr. Houston asked the Chief Commis-
sioner of Lands and Works the following
questions:

1. Is the Waest Kootenay Power &
Light company in arrears for fees under
the provisions of the “Water Clauses
Consolidxttiou Act, 189727

2, If so, for what amount? ..ot !

IIun Mr. Wells replied as folloWS'

i i lc\

2, The amount to be ppid by the com-
pany is a matter which is now under
consideration,

Mr. Fulton asked the Chief Commis-
sioner of Lands and Works the foliowing
questions:

1. Have any mstrut"‘uons been given
by the Hon. Chief Commissioner during
the last four months relative to the ap-
pointment of a road foreman at Salmon
Arm?

2. If so. what were such instructions?

Hon., Mr. Wells replied as follows:

l

|

1, Yes.
" That when such appointment is re-
quired to be niade, the road superinten-

Mining was the paramount industry | dens is to communicate with they Cbhief

i Commissioner, who will give instructions
as to whom the road superintendent is
to appoint.

My, Kidd asked the Minister of Agri-
culture the followinz questions:

1. What is the amount of claims still

i unpaid for cattle killed on account of

|

Piont, that has takem place or beem made '

the last pire years,
g to the
\H adows road or trail.

in any way !

qanmnwh Pemberton |

He said that for years past petitions !
J'ad been carried on with a view to the ;
Advisability of opening up tht Squamish- |

Pemberton meadows. 'This valley, two
miles wide by 40 miles long, contained
a2bout 40,000 acres of the finest alluvial

tuh' reulosis? ®
. Is it the intention of the government

to nsk for a sum to be voted during the
present, session for the payment of such
claims?

Hon. Mr, Preatice replied ag follows:

1. $800,

2. Yes, 1

Mr, McBride asked the Chief Com-
missioner of Lands and Works the fol-
lowing question:

In what respect was the tender of D.

. . - |
grams during the campaign which were |

was now on his way to Vietoria, and |

It would let another rail- |

If the government was in |

Time was of the greatest importance. He ;

Mr. Ellizon mtmﬂuovd :m :wt ameénd-

F. Adams for North Arm, Fraser river
bridge, at Eburne not in order?
Hon. Mr. Wells replied as follows:
No security—cheque accompanied ten-
der. g
The bill amending the “Children’s
Protection Act of British Columbia’” was
read a third time and finally passed.

Redistribution Bill,

All the other bills were passed in sue-
eession until the Redistribution bill was
reached, when the Attorney-General, on
rising to move the second reading, was
greeted with applause. .

The Attorney-Gereral . reviewed *the
nature of previous redistribution meas-
ures, and- of how the numbent of mem-
bers had been increased fromi:27 to 33,
and a year or two up to 38, by granting
five more seats —one to Vercouver city,
one to Cassiar and three to Kootenay.

The present 'bill increased, the repre-
sentation to 42. He believed he could
convince the whole House that it was
as fair ag any that could be drawn. It
was not a simple matter. When -the
paucity of population, diversified inter-
ests and the topographical features of
British  Columbia were taken into con-
sideration. it was ‘a difficult matter to
draft a bill agreeable to ail classes,

In 1898 Victoria had four members,
which®~ she still retained. The govern-
ment thourght, taking population 1nto
consideration, and" that population was
coming in rapidly to other districts, they
would de'p.ri’\ e qumnmult of one member.
‘It had been preminent district in poli-
‘tics 'when” many other distriéts were un-
populated. " While .it had noi a big
p()pul.ltlon in regard to the voters’ lists
for nine'months, the fleet was there, and
hundreds of thou.\x\uda of, dollars were
spent there,” From the fact that it was
the station of the increasing fleet and
garrison, -and that it would " probably
have many fishing stations, it would
likely increase very much in population.
It was an important place, and practieal-
ly the sentinel of British Columbia, The
government  regretfully withdrew a
member, leaving the boundaiies the
same.

North Victoria became the Islands.
Gabriola had been taken into the riding
from South. Namaimo. ‘The popnlation
of that dl\tn(j amounted to 1,260 souls.

South Nanaime had lost Lasqueti,
Gabriola, Texada and Cedar,. because
niines had grown up, at Kxtension and
Alexandra, with Ladysmith. as a chief
town, thus incrc'lx"l‘;: the population,

North' Nanaimo has been 'aviped. out,
and ineltded in- Albern lll\t[‘ll:t‘ kt was
largely agricultural, and .in _ immediate
Feonnec tion - with-, Alber’u

populat.o.x ju: Texada, 5005 was An;luded»
i~ Al berii and‘Lauqdetl« 30 %r 40, had
{ also been inchided. in Alberti. Pmmh!y
i this would not meet ‘with general ap-
‘proval. (Hear, hear.) But where, he
| asked, could Texada and Lasqueti be put?
| It would help out the population of
Alberni, which had the greatest entlook
‘of any constituency in British Clolumbia.
1 That reduced 'Van-zouver Island mem-
bers to 12. The population of the Isl-
..md was 52,226, out of 177,000 of a
| population, while culling out Indians, the
figures were 46,517 to 104,168, in favor
tof the Mainland,

A Voice—How about Orientals?

Hon, Mr. Eberts—I think there are
about the same number on each.
| He ackn 1pwledged the cordial co-opera-
tion of Census Commissioner Blue, who
had sent a4 type-wrilten statement of
the census, not waiting for its being
¢ printed, in_order to assist the British
Celumbia“government. s
‘ On the Mainland the population of
{ Kootenay and Vancouver had increased
i wonderfully. Vanzouver city, with a
| population of 26,617, received another
tmember, giving it five representatives.
The general basis had been in regard to
| cities a member for 5,000 people.

Representation by population was all
-right, for instanca in Ontario, but -it
could not be made a hard and fast rule
in British Columbia. It was fairer to
tapply ‘it to cities than to country con-
stituencies. © Victoria’s population ras
20.919, and Vancouver 26,386, including
Indians. On the basis of one member
for cach 5,000, Vancouver was entitled
‘to five mempers.
| Chilliwack with 3,680 and Delta with
; 5,784, each retained a member,

The object of renaming the districts
twas to keep the old British Columbia
inames, West Yale had been slightly
changed. The southern peortion about
| Gramnite Creek had been put into’ Simil-
‘ kameen and Savonas had been put in
Kamloops, but in turn part of:North Ynle
had. gore to Nicola."” 2
i Lug‘thm-vup ther ]araser a momber harl
e, faken From the Eilooets. Old Cari-
boo Femained with twoe . Ac oneé time it
had three members. ? \

JKamloops- had “been ‘¢hanged, Savonas
being ine¢luded in it and Nicola lake taken
from it,

Revelstoke had lost- territory, but the
pepulation was in keeping with the basis
started with. Trout lake mining division
had heen taken away and joined with
Kaslo. This was wise, because a rail-
way was being built from Trout lake to
Kaslo, and commerce would go that way.
"o give population’ to Kaslo ' divisien
Trout lake was given to it.

Northeast Kootenay became
bia.

Southeast Kootenay was
two by the Kootenay river, called Feruie
and Cranbrook.

Nelson City got a member alone. It
had. a population of 5,172. Ymir, Wan-

|
{

Colum-'

points had been constituted into Ymir.
Geographically the Ymir division might :

tion was commercially joined with Nel-
son and Rossland, and was shut off from
Slocan by a range of mountains.

Rossland city got a member by itself,
having a population of 6,133.

The Rossland division had been cut up,
part’going to Ymir; a member for Trail,
one for Grand Forks and vicinity, one

Similkameen. Population had gone in
there so rapidly that it was thought bet- !
ter to increase the representation to that |
extent.

The House had been increased by four,
the Mainland getting six. Cassiar had
been divided into Atlin and Skeena.
One member lived at ‘Atlin and one at
Skeena. Part of Cariboo had been put |
in Skeena, namely Omineca, which was '
not so easily reached from Cariboo,

Taking the census, the voting strength

portions the bill, he thought, was a fair
one, although duubtlem with defects.
'Ihey had brought down what they re-

‘Wellington 1"
+hivd_“been pmvtrml!v dﬂp(}pﬁlat(‘d. The

eta, Trail City, West Robson and othnrl

scem peculiar, but the northern prolonga- | !

for Greenwood and vicinity and one for ;

and the influx of population into certain !

| garded as a very fair and
measure.

Mr, M¢Bride—Will you help us to im-
prove on itsin committee?

The Attorney-General=Certainly,

There had been some digscussion on the !
voters’ lists, and the bill 8id not provide
for their, cancellation, but on second con-
sideration he thought it advisable to do
$0. (Applause.)
ed with names of men Wwho were dead |
or removed. -It is t}'ou"ht better to wipe
them out.
deal of expense. x

Mr, Helmcken reminded the govern-
Jment that the lists in Victoria had beén
mncelled a year or two ago and only six |
weeks allowed on which to get the rotls
in order.

of the day did give a short time, but a
repetition of it would be avoided.

If ‘it could be shown that there had
been little'change in any district it might
be advisable to leave the list unaltered.

Mr, Curtis—In the event of any list
not being cancelled would you make a

ta the election could vote?

Hon, Mr, Eberts said once every six
months a man’s name could be struck
off.

él‘he bill would not come into force im-
mediately., It was with a view to redis-
tributing British Columbia as the popula-
tion nowrindicated:- It was’not the inten-
tion. to lwing on- an election at once.
Liooking around the House he thought it
sure that it would not be digsolved ex-
cept for eflluxion of time. (Laughter.)

The measure was due to a promise
made last session” by Hon, Mr. Turner,
and-in framing it the speaker had tried
to do his duty to British Columbia. (Loud
applause.) ;

My, MecBride said the House was to
be congratulated that the government
had at last been prevailed upon to bring
it down. Had it been possible to avoid
doing so the government would undoubt-
edly have withheld such a measure, But
the pressure of the opposition had forced
it.

A redistribution bill necessarily met
with various ' views. Undoubtedly in
drafting it ‘“‘there were others.”” He be-
lieved the Attorney-General would listen
to ‘the buggestions. of the opposition in
committee,, Regarding.the dropping of a
seat’ from IEsquimalt ;. they ® cowld not
deny ‘that despite the fact that it was the
segt of the fleet. its representation -had
lwl dx\lyropm'tmn.ltv to that *of othapy
places, especially in view of the. low re-
. presentation of the Kootenays. Another

Feirprtal could Nvith htﬂéeerpeh% conw'_
the govefinnent, while ‘Qutlii g district
ely on Written comniunicationg:
s astonished that there had been
no-promise of rvedistribution in the
sneech.

The Attorney-General—We didn’t have
the census.

Mr. McBride asked if the governmeat
had drafted the bill since recéiving the
cersus on Saturday night,

Regarding the geographical freak
called Alberni, the placing of Texada
therein was stated to be necessary to
bring the population of Atlin up to the
proper basis. But if the large number
of Japs engaged in cutting wood on the
island was dedueted it would be found
that the inclusion of Texada in the Isl-
onds would not bring’ the total beyond
the limit.

There was every reason, too, to believe
that there would be 10,000 or 12,000 peo-
ple in Alberni in_ a few years. She
would astonish the world with her
growth., The government should keep
the boundaries of Atlin as she stood and
put Texada in the Islands

He also thought that North Saanich
trict. i

He also thought that Cariboo should

ove been. divided, as proposed by the
Semlin government, severing the mining
from the agricultural district. That was
approved by the Finanece Minister.

Hon, Mr, Prentice—No.

want the constitueney in one I don’t see
what business it is of the leader of the
opposition.

Mr, MeceBride—I don’t think the people
of Atlin were consulted.

Mr. Neill-—Well then “‘why did the gov-
ernment double Alberni two times and a
half to take in Texada? (Laughter.)

Mr. Rogers—The member for Alberni
is not honored with the confidence of the
government, C

Alr. Neill—Oh, that's it:
to a basis at last.

>Continuing,  Mr: - McByide said- it was
most - imiportant, i iew that the" bill'‘was
down,; to make it-the wvery ‘bést possible.
(Hmr heéar.)

And in saying that, he thought it most
unfair to preclude the constituency of
North Victoria from a veice on the fram-
ing of a bill in which they were so vitally
interested. -The government had given
no excuse why the bye-election there was
not brought on. Day after day the gov-
ernment had refused to give ‘any reason
why the writ was withheld.

The Minister of Mines took a point of

not be discussed.
Mr. McBride said he was speaking tm-

speak for them, and he thought he -was

liu considering the Islands constituency.
, 'The Speaker ruled Mr. McBride out of |
order.

Reyvelstoke riding had been injudiciously
framed, He hoped existing
ments there would not be seriously dis-
{ turbed. The bill of 1898 must be varied
| only after great care had been taken to
prevent hardships.

He also criticized the conformation of
a number of the other ridings.

He was glad to see Boundary recog-
nized. Its mineral wealth had not been
| exaggerated, but the country had been
seriously handicapped.

i Regarding the lower Fraser, he
| thought the government had acted wise-
ly in leaving the ridings alone,

The giving of five seats to Vancouver
was g departure from the rule in other
provinces. In Toronto with 300,000 peo-

; ple there were only four members. The

! government justified this' on the great

| growth of that 7, yet they must be

i careful not to establish” a precedent
| which would tie the hands of the legis-
| lature in future. While" it was laud-
able to give Vancouver piopmt.mmte re-
presentation it must be rémembered that
it was easier to increase than to de-
crease, and it was almost impossible to

They were iucumbel-\

It would not involve a great |

‘Hon. Mr. Eberts said the government |

provisgion in the act that only a resident
or one who was one up to.a month prior |

fe:m -&Svas that constitheneies mear. tha |

should have been put in Saanich dis-i

Mr. Rogers—If the people of Cariboo.

- vy
We are down

order’ that ‘the North' Vietoria ‘writ could !

| those who had no one in the House to
divided in ! 1 !
i quite in order in discussing the matter

‘Continuing, Mr. McBride thought the |

arrange- !

{ lumber, fish

% !
equitable take away a member from a city once

{ it was granted.

! He thought British Columbia had not
i a population which justified an inc¢rease
| of membership. He wanted to see the
bill as stable ag possible. He would not
commit himself to the advisability of
increasing membership, though perhaps

Columbia justified such a rule.

Neither did they want to see any ger-
He wished he ’
could say unreservedly that he believed !
! the government had been guiltless in-that ;

| rymandering in the bill,

respect.. So far as the opposition was
| concerned, nothing would be left undone
1o place a.bill on the statutes which as
fair and above criticism.

t Capt. Tatlow said: “Mr. Speaker, I

| pointment in regarding this act after

‘ hearing the repeated assurance of the |
Hon. ‘Attorney-General that. the bill when |

brought dewn ‘will
cverybody.’

be satisfactory -to

is to be increascd nom 38 to 42 mem-
bers. 1 'do not see how this can be justi-
fied, as our House to-day.is, if anything,

#nd resources and there is no reason to

cent, a year to the cost of legislation.

steadily increasing, as” follows: 1892
1803, $30,675; 1894, $148,019;
. 9,410; 1896, $30,884; 1897, $41,-
504; 1898, $39,152; 1899, 1\-1}00.), 1990,
$47,993.

crease in the cost of legislation which is
population and revenue and yet it is
proposed to increase the same by over
ten per cent, It simply appears to be’s
loop-hole for a temporary escape flom
facing this-question.on a broad and fair
basis, as must be done sooner or later.

“According to the latest returns there
are some 44,000 registered voters in ‘the
province. This proposed. bill increases
the House to about ome member#for each
1,160 voters—the cost of legislation will
be increased so that éach of the 44,000
voters will pay one dollar and one-half
to the costs of legislation, or if we take
the return of votes cast in-the last gen-
eral election we -find the bill will give
one member for every 647 of such voters
at a cost of over two dollars. per head
for évery such voter. I should rather
have seen the House reduced to say 36
“than .increased as proposed.

#In such a measure as this the.govern-
‘mient had an opportunity of ounce for all
obliterating the unhappy<sectional, feel-
itig” which for a thie prevaileds” ~The
wountry, coukl; fer purposes of redistribu-
ton, have -been divided iuto jits three na:
tural geographical divisions:

1. The country to the east of the Cas-
cade mountains, contained in the Federal
constituencies of Yale and Cariboo.

2. The counutry to the west of the Cas-
cades, comprising the Burrard and New
Westminster constituencies.

3. The Island of Vancouver,

“The population of the province is
177,272, which is on my basis divided
as follows: KEast of Cascades, ¢1,3%9;
West of Cascades, 65,269; \umum er
Island, 50,154,

“This bill proposes to give Vancouver
Island 12 members, West of the Cas-
cades (Vancouver, New Westminster city
and district and Cassiar) 12 members,
and the Interior 18 members.

“A House of 36 members would give
one member to every 5,000 of peopula-
tion.

“Considering the immense area of the
Interior it might be wise to increase its
representation to 14 and by taking a
member- from Lillooet, as proposed in
this bill. We would thus be able to give
three additional representatives to- the
country south of the C. P. R.

“I think the Burrard and New West
minster districts would for the present
be_ content with their present number
of representatives, especially as the de
crease in the size of the House wounld
proportionately increase their voting
power,

“This I think would be a fair and just
proposition, and as such I would ask -for
it the grave comsideration ef this gov-
errment and this House.

“Now I will ask you to look into a
few of the incongruities of this proposed
measure, which I claim is an unjust and
unfair bill in many respects, and which
I can only support in the hope that it
will undergo great changes in committee,

O .two occasions: in” this House—in
1900 - and in 1901—a resolution as
brought in ‘asking for a Redistribution
Rill; thig resolution was in each case
d‘ere'xted by “the ~ ‘government ‘on - the
ground that it ‘wis not expediept to frame
such a measure wntil the ¢éensus returns
were at hand. We' now have these re-
tuerns; but is this bill in any way framed
on them? Whatever may be the basis of
the bill, it is certainly not on the census,

“I find that some thirty constitmencies
are represented by one ~member each
with very disproportionate populations;
for instance, the ‘Islands’ with a popula-
tion of 1,359 (in both of which are in-
cluded Indians) have the same represen-
tation as  Nanaimo and Ressland, cities
of over G,000, or Richmond and Delta
with oyér 5,000 each, to say nothing of
their agricultural, fishing and other in-
dustries in which large capital is invest
ed.

“I find there are: Three constituencies
with a population of between 1,000 and
2,000 each represented by one member:
T constituencies, between 2,000 and '3,-
000 population, each having one-mem-
ber; 9 constituencies, between 3,000 and
4,000 population, each one member; 5 con-
stituencies, between 4,000 and 35,000
pepulation, each one member; 4 consti-
tuencies, between 5,000 and 6,000 popu-
lation, L‘(l(h one mombel 3 constituencies
each over 6,000, with one meniber each.

“Is there any fairness in this? < I find
the New Westminster  district with a
pepulation of 18,851, with its wealth of
and agriculture, has four
njembers, while. the Islands, Columbia
afd Similkameen; with 4,557 people be-
tween them, have three members (less
than the population of either Delta or
Richmond), while the nine constituen-
ciels «of Islands, Similkameen., Columbia,
Esquimalt, Atlin, Cranbrook, Reyelstoke,
Kaslo and Grand Forks, with a total
pn;ml ation of 19,092, have nine members,

“But I am told 1 need not complain
because Vancouver has another member.
1 do vot think the city of Vancouver
wants to see any injustice = done. \\"(‘
only ask a good fair bill. g course  if
this is a game of political grab we must
take all we can get in order to protecty

the exceptional circumstances in British

cannot help admitting a feeling of disap- !

“To commence with; I find the House |

too large in proportion to our population !
add a direct increase of over ten per |

*“Looking over the past ten: years we |
find that the cost of legislation has been |

“Buaz as I say it shows a steady in- |

to-day 'proportionately too high for our |

it was printed about that it was intended
measure that does nots:unduly increase to take a members from Victoria. Vie-
the size of this House—I believe the toria had only )OO voters, while Van-
city of Vancouver would be quite satis- couver had over 4,000,
fied to remain as she now is. We want Moreover, he heid ti to take away
redistribution, not to gain more seats for a member from Victoria would ~uggest
ourselves, but to give others their fair that Victeria had gone backward, whiel
share. was not true,
“This bill, I believe, is based on the ! The govermmnent had therefore left ther
number of votes cast in the last general 0ld constituencies alone as far
election, quite irrespective of the popula- ble. Cowichan could not
tion of the respective constituencies, and taken from it, mnor I
while it may be fair to the number of Comox, for these were ali-small enougle
voters, the capital invested and the other 21red ‘-‘1"
interests involved (I. do not say that it He “10"“(1 the adjournment
i%); but while it may be so, there is one . bate.
interest not fairly represented, that is the | The Homse then rose.
! women and children—the home life of | e
the province, ] Press Gallery, March 25th.
“I tind that out of the 61,889 peoplein, The Redistribution bill passed its sec-
Yale and Cariboo only 20,049, or less ond reading this afternoon amid ap-
than one-third, are ‘women. Whilst on Plause, there being only lissenting
Vancouver Island out of 50,000 people Voices in a full House, excepting for the
over 20,000, or 40 per cent., are women, fl}i,\‘klll(‘(’ of Messrs, Garden Hunpter.
i and in New Westminster and Burrard The three members wko ected were
out of 35,000 population there are nearly members who consider that the biil deals
25,000 women, Has this view been unfairly wi heir respective ridings.
taken into consideration? Mr. Hayward, of Esquimalt, holds that
In Yale-Cariboo there . are 29,110 2 ﬂJﬂpzmlese. Indians and Chi
singlé men and 11,800 married. 1':1(-;\'.(10(1 in the cons returus 1 which
On Vancouver Island there are 18,484 the representation of other constituencies
since men and 12,0600 married, ILEED bnsw_l. L ot n“”ft 1-‘115
In Westminster and Burrard there are 1ol comsideration in the
23,639 single men and 13,500 married. '1”,“'.1&”‘ the 1:1‘;':11 1”“"{
So that an injustice is done to the more '\A“"(hf‘l"\", 1'.“" axtom xond !
settled parts where  the voters—in a 1'2"1“(.. works Lave to be mai
=3 = 4 p I who in return spend annus
muchi  Jurger proportion—are married e AR S e 1,100,000,
nien with families settled in the counfry, : By

! thinks Alberni, from the pc
B Silst in the former bachelors ;dem ~ : sy N

3t 1€ 1 figuration of it under the nec
:ute angd many of tlum are or trax

.. ment; should be labelled Italy, and indi
l“”-‘ r "}"‘”‘": This i » DYOVES ated in his remarks that be would op-
the bill is nov a just one. pose not only the second reading of the
Mr. McPhillips thought a great deal " ¢ onlg impede it as far as pes-
of attention should be paid t‘o the agri- si'l,]‘e in  committee to 41. Step ﬂi»' indise
cultural portion of the province: This * ) - tion it Whit he r;'z:ud\‘ B >
{ had been signally departed from in the ;.. aone his distriet. Mr
{present bill.  The agricultural portions Revelstoke, the otlier mem
had received treztment dissimilar fom poses the 5 1, spoke at s
those where people were engaged M & jri0mo0n, and was Intom“l to with ¢
less  stable occupation. In Dewdney, interest, not only because of the 2
Delta, Chilliwack, etc.,: different. treat- . o merit of. his. remarks  and ,,;\1
ment . was  accorded : than in others. ' gant 1abor he had bestowed on i!."
Delta, with a population of 5,074, re- paration of his data, but because i
turned one member, while Celumbia, the perhaps with one 4“(;*[1tin‘h thv‘l only hme
Chief Commissioner’s riding, with a he Ir'.\ addressed the Hor ] '”(, ,)“ be—
population of only 1,938, also 1 came a member Uf it. He u..x\:u }q- a
on¢ member. Why this discriminati promice in: todave  eforl of bene
He favored a fair measure ol redistri- valuable accession to )
bution, but there must be fairness to strength of the opposition. His conten-
those concerred. For instance, saui- 100 is that Revelstoke .\'ltuil'ul be divid-
mault, with a population og 2,657, had a ' 4q .o t‘\“_l\ﬁ\(l sto 1 iz Bend,
meaber, and Delta 5,074 Yet in the ,1g the Cance River districts soine 1“,£‘,
former there were thousands of men not_ ore, and Lardegu,  Arrow.  Lake \_ and
included: I the census repurns, 1€ 34D~ Prout Taks distriots Zoinz m‘n‘t o ot}wr :
anese, Chinese and Indians were includ- prg holds tha : the i‘} S “." FlfA\x]‘ \,' ‘M:
ed in the census, why were not the men 4y Kadle is the divorcing of ﬂut m\tr et
of ‘the - garrison, whe igh 1‘,‘"“’“‘*‘ frem 'its matural setting, me .
\'(‘:1f'1~3. 13 ;i T -~ “adistriet torthe’ contre of Revel&oh
The character of populpticn™ which dn-"| kg ay s somd -didendbion 10 vesnit.
diiced sstability had dot been congidered. 46 Carihoo. FUCTE
Thern had been a gross’gerryinander i jne ohjectic
Alberni, which he considered & most im- paq ]
portant constituency. It already includ-
ed properties whith would some day be
among the biggest shippers. To bracket ¢4 g disquisition, historical and learned
with it an island, Texada, that had 10 on the potentialities of that old district.
community of interest with Alberni, and Tt is held by the opposition that oms
h could only be reached via Van- member is sufficient for the 1:“']\“;111.“,1'
couver, could be construed as nothing but ¢ that constituency. s
a plain attempt to throttle the free voice 5
of Alberni. It was odd that this change |
had been made at the instance of a mem-
ber who at the last election could not
find language strong enough to condemn
the Premie ander was palpalie
on the face of the bill, as it affected Al- four minBers
berni. There were other consutucncies The 1;*1>\'01‘-v;x}10y1t Le concluded, "had
affected, and it was odd that it affected a0 ite auty faithfully -m.d‘\\'lv?l‘ ,_;T)_
cnly members on the ortosition side, Planse.) el et e eaah
In Llevelstoke, Trout Lake, which was Mr. Neill
tributary to Revelstoke, was cut off and g g .
put into Kaslo, because its voice was i >z Neill said that he previously ex-
regarded to be in opposition to the gov- Diessed the conviction that the govern-
ernment, The trend of trade was from mment would have been in a more digni-
Trout Lake to Revelstoke. Ie con- fied position had they adhered to the
sidered here, oo, that an injustice had resolution of the Premier’s. to withheld
been done, the Redistribution bill tili fuller Gatw
In drafting the bill pelitical reasons ' Was acquired.  The Attorrey-Geperak
had Leen taken into account, He thought had stated that the b
there had been an unnecessary increase the census returns.  Yet it was pre
in membership, and that there had not ; €d on Thursday, and the census re
been fairness and equity 1o all classes. were not  available until . Saturday.
Mr, Martin thought the bill an adwmir- Neither had he consulted the majority
ablo one: better than he expected to see O members,
brought in. If he had a free hand in ! . The Attorpey-General had also prom-
it Lo could make desirable alterations. ?.\'ud that the government would live oukb.
But taking into consideration the con- its natural term. But it was the poliey
stitnoneies of the govermment affected, it ' ©f astute politicians to assmume a° bokk
was most fair. The Semlin government at_““"d“ “,']’(‘“ skating on n ice, andk
had failed to take a, member from Is- this was just such a case.
quimalt. A line had been drawn taking @ Fowever, he was bound to accept the
Ixtension ont of South Napaimo. and Statement that it would not come into
putting it in North Nanaimo. TLhat was ¢fect for two years, and such being the
the reeson why he would not support ¢2%e the Lill was a delnsion ¢ snave,
that bill, although much had been made 234 & waste of time. A Redi tion
of his wfusal to vote for that bill. Al was brounght down on an “‘”“*"
My * McBride—You were to do it in Yy four s. (What business’ man
Cosniitten. would buy goods which wou ‘.‘, lu-, half
Mr. Martin—No. worn out before he neoded thepn
Mr, Kidd=I say yes. Ilo objected to the increase in member-
Ar, Green then jumped to lns feet axd shitie.mot fhecanse ‘of’ addifivral icost of
r(\ul the famous-agreemert:- legislature, snly, h“rh‘.} uie ot the-dn-
. Martin—But they w ouldn’t change  ¢reesed - demand made’ on the govern-
it. I asked Mr. Semlin and he said they Mment which must yield just. before eacl
woualdn’t; general  election. Every member then
Mr, Kidd—Your: sgreemert was- not 'h‘v(‘a‘me more or less a parish jpolitician.
with Mr, Semlin, The  evils of ove -represc itation - had
Mr. Martin: said- Hiat -his = hzveement been  brought to kis attention in New
was with Mr. Kellie, who got Mr. Kidd Zealand, where the colony’was brounght:
to join him. Mr. Semlin, he said, had t© the eve of ‘bankruptey by the large
told him that Dr. McKechnie said he 2Umiber of members. \”‘fr" large con-—
would go out of the Eouse before he - Shtuencies existed, the member became
would agree ‘to-it. nore (‘u,\'m(‘)puhtun. The member for-
Mr. Martin—I never agreed to vote fo: \';n\umlwr had contended for this prin-
the. second reading and have these pro- “I)I.O' not long Sinoe - !
visions, strnck out in comittee. : _h“ held that th,o cities were being wa-
Opposition  members—That's (J:]_\'L represented. The “government
what you did agree, country u:('\mhu‘.\- kad to ‘do an excessiv
Pha bill My Seinkn. intvodnded twas :Lmu'.i.nt of work compared to the
rot one ho aproved of, but came in in JRBHOCTS. 3 g e AR
the shape it was because its supporters’ . 3 alvo drew attention to an injustices
seats had to be protected. o the mrrangemeut fov l'~’:.fl\1‘
The Islands, he said, had 1,300, con- * nd “protested aga {, the p L to.
parad_ to 1.300 in Albeini. The latter strike out tht = lists. il Vis very welk
constituency would ‘have no ‘ysore than ia citicy, bot it would distianchisd niany
300 ‘or 460 Yotes. Foxidn -Wud euly.25 \(\t(‘l‘,\ in & scattered district, such as the
votors, - ./f’”,‘i he represeuted,
. Mr. NeillJt has over 109, | The Rngthy attem; i
Messrs, Martin and McImies said it Proposal to ge ‘mander Alberni by such
had fallen away to 25, a poh_tlv:ll £¢ al as iUE‘ senicr 1:1_'~mhcr
He defended the Alberni arcangement 10F Vancouver was in itself an indiea-
becanso it was necessary to bring up the o8 that, it was regarded as one of the
Doiulating. weak l‘wmt\' in tl‘n- government's armer.
Mr. Curtis—It's the place rou add. ”fi b hoped ‘that Afr. M Atin v o
Continving, M. Curtix said why not E;lut' .aul platform in Alberni and tell
add Rasslepd to Alherni? ;1.)" people there, as l.w h
Mr. Martin said there were 3.301 In- 5 CW5¢ ““'t, th"\. o L £ had to
dians in Alebrni and really only 800 of l”‘d vith Alberni was that it was stil
1 popul fi\.w'{v{-l!« r too la et
M. Ne nated the acenracy of Mr = tv!‘“\f larger than South
Mortin’s fisures re the Indians, ropulation was bt Larze,
Corsiderizg that it was alwars dig- 02 had been obliged to ]
crilt for a member to support a bill which L.]‘\t“‘d of deal
affected him and go home and meet the ii“““;‘ S had
people, ho thonght the hill fair. He held in 1500 in '\“'(‘.Y :
that tha cons encics had been let alane would ey :\“‘ th
as far as possiblie. Victoria he heid had ]',P‘Y't de i In “."”
been let down easy. They should right- \f'“s.( Sy ‘.\“‘
Iy only bavae three members. : Narsino,  while
ATy, McDhillips—Why didnt you ctt it 1","” ght it vn te V25,
off than'? Tht iu : wext two year
Mr. Martio—Well, hecnnee yon made Toud et AR "‘
I a howl in the byc-clection, beeause Creek thcre A be an addition of GO

ourselves, but in a fair measure—a

of the de~

se being

sidews

over ‘and’ above-thé forege-
&, and it is safe to say that
Josenh Hunter been in his place
they would not have gone unanswered,
and the Honse would have heen treated

Continning the debate, XIr. Martin Je-
fended the increase in members. 'Phe-
larger the House the greater the safe-
guards. And be did not tiiini the coun-
try would grudge the, cost of tne extrm

cxactly

Z Vot

b to bLoister up thee

1bent

Lill was based om -~

ey




