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Mr. Speaker: I therefore declare the motion carried.

Bill read the third time and passed.

* * *

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE

Mr. Baker (Grenville-Carleton): On a point or order, Mr.
Speaker, there have been discussions with respect to the bill
standing in the name of the Minister of Veterans Affairs (Mr.
MacDonald) to amend the Compensation for Former Prison-
ers of War Act. This is a bill which has the support of al
parties in the House. Would the acting government House
leader be prepared to undertake to go ahead with this bill on
Friday, the next government day? We would undertake in turn
to deat with the measure in ail three stages. The hon. member
for Humber-St. George's-St. Barbe (Mr. Marshall), the hon.
member for Winnipeg North Centre (Mr. Knowles) and
others have been pressing for this bill for a long time and we
are prepared to give it three readings-

Sonse hon. Members: Now!

Mr. Baker (Grenville-Carleton): Members on the govern-
ment benches say "Now!". I presumne the minister is ready to
proceed. In that case we too are ready to proceed.

Prisoners of War

Mr. Cafik: 1 ar nfot sure 1 have completely understood the
hon. member. Arn 1 correct in understanding that between now
and six o'clock members wiIl be prepared to pass this bill in ail
its stages? If so, 1 arn prepared to cati the bill now.

Some hon. Members: Hear, hear!

Mr. Knowles (Winnipeg North Centre): Provided there
could be some voluntary division of the time available so that a
few words might be said by spokesmen for each of the parties,
we would be prepared to do it now.

[Translation]
Mr. Lambert (Beliechasse): Mr. Speaker, that proposai

sounds very sensible to me. We sometimes waste time but, in
this instance we want to save time. As for our party, we agree
with proceeding the way the hon. member for Winnipeg North
Centre (Mr. Knowles) suggested, provided of course the time
is weIl divided.

[English]
Mr. Speaker: The House seerns disposed to let the measure

go through ail stages between now and six o'clock provided
there is some division of the tirne available to allow a repre-
sentative of each party to make some contribution. If the bill is
ready, perhaps it could be called as the next order of govern-
ment business. 0f course, the bill was introduced for first
reading earlier this day so it would require unanimous consent
at each stage before going further. In particular, it would
require unanimous consent to change the motion so as to refer
the bilt to the committee of the whole House.

Is there unanimous consent to proceed with the bill at this
time?

Soine hon. Meinhers: Agreed.

Mr. Speaker: The motion, then, wilI be presented according-

ly by unanimous consent.

COMPENSATION FOR FORMER PRISONERS 0F WAR
ACT

AMENDMENT TO EXTEND SCOPE 0F BENEFITS

Hon. Daniel J. MacDonald (Minister of Veterans Affairs)
moved that Bill C-27, to amend the Compensation for Former
Prisoners of War Act, be read the second time.

He said: Mr. Speaker, I arn very pleased to speak today on a
bill designed to improve the lot of members of the armed
forces wbo were prisoners of war during the first world war
and others who were later evaders in enemy or enemy occupied
territory. The House wilI agree that Canada owes a debt of
gratitude to the men and women who answered the cali of
their country and served so gallantly for the preservation of
our freedorn.

Sonie hon. Members: Hear, hear!
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