
3049 ~APRIL 15, 1901 35

comimence -with $5,785.38 was paid, the cost
of the building belng $38,525. There was
paid net loss $5,542, and on account of acci-
dent to goods, $1,682.89, or, ln ail $5,785.38.
I would like the hon. gentleman to expiain
this lu vlew of his former statement to the
Hou se.

The MINISTER 0F AGRICULTURE.
The arrangement was ln the nature of a
guarantee of so much on the lnvestment,
and the Department of Justice read that lu
such a way as required us to pay sufficlent
to give them 5 per cent on thelr Inveet-
ment.

Mr. CLANCY. That was only $38,000.
The MINISTER 0F AGRICULTURE.

There was a boss lu the working of the
schemte which made up the difference, and
1 was Informed by the Department of
Justice that we were hiable under the word-
Ing of the agreement for that, and the pay-
men-te were made in consequence.

Mr. CLANCY. That is certainly a very
bold confession. The hon, gentleman came
to the House last year on a similar vote,
and deciared lu the most explicit terme that
the sum to be paid was one-haif or two-
thirds, and that the goverument would be
the judge of what It was to be paid upon.
Then the hon, gentleman entera Into a con-
tract 'with a private concern ; and It now
turne ont that the public purse muet stand
the intereet of 5 per cent on the whoie ln-
vestment, and the deficits on the business
of the company. Surely the hon. gentle-
mani did not enter into a bargain of that
klnd ; and inetead of paying about $1,600,
lie lias paid $6,000. It le the moet shocking

* utatement that ever came from a depart-
ment ; that the Minister of Justice has con-
strued a contract made by whom ? By
the hon. gentleman himself, the government
muet pay this large eirm. Surely this
country will, lu future, look for contracte
to be submItted to the Minister of Justice
before they are entered Into, If we are to
have a recurrence of transactions of this
kIud ? I think it le flot creditabie to the
hon. gentleman to be forced to make such
explanations to this committee.

Mr. MONK. Was there a written opinion
delivered by the Department of Justice on
that point ?

The MINISTER 0F AGRICULTURE.
I cannot tell the lion, gentleman off -hand
whether there was or not. I consuited the
Department of Justice, and they lnformed
mie that that was their opinion.

Mr. MONK. I suppose we couid have
,communication of that opinion If It was lu
writing ? Wiil the hon, gentleman lay It on
the table ?

Mr. CLANCY. There la another Item here
with regard to a flrm at Charlottetown.
Did the hon, gentleman guarantee the
deficît 0f the conceru there as weli ?

The MINISTER 0F AGRICULTURE.
We guaranteed certain earnings on the
cold etorage warehouse less the revenue,
that le to say, the balance ; and this ls the
payment of that.

Mr. CLANCY. That was a private enter-
prise too ?

The MINISTER 0F AGRICULTURE.
Yes.

Mr. CLANCY. I am afraid the hon, gen-
tleman lias adopted these as a sort of step-
chiidren, and le now taking care of them.
In the case of the conceru at Charlottetown,
there le a guarantee of one-haif the deficit
of the rentai of $1,650 and the earnlngs
of $403.26. Wliat is the amount of the
rentai ?

The MINISTER 0F AGRICULTURE.
The hon. gentleman does not read the Item
as I do: ' Guarantee 0f one-haif deficit
between rentai. of $1,650 and earnings of
$403.26.' The rentai was carried on by Mr.
Rattenbury and space euppiied for the pub-
lic, and the earnings were the emalier
amount, and he made up haif the differ-
ence.

Mr. CLANCY. What sum was to be paid
by way of rentai ?

The MINISTER 0F AGRICULTURE.
That depended upon the amount of space.

Mr. CLANCY. What space was the hon.
gentleman to have ? How mucli dld he pay
per cubic foot or cublc yard ?

The MINISTER 0F AGRICULTURE.
I am informed that there were two chamb-
ers there, and If the two were requIred al
the time, we were to pay $1,600. The
rentais depended on the amount of space
utlllzed; that le to say, the space lu the
warehouee which wns bulIt by Mr. Ratten-
bury for a pork-packing establishment, ln
which lie had cold etorage chambers and
plant erected. He set asîde certain chamb- -

ers, whicli we heiped lise to pay for, for
the use of the public. There were two
chambers which were avallabie, and the
rentai was to be accordlng to the use of
the chambers.

Mr. CLANCY. Was there a wrltten con-
tract ?

The MINISTER 0F AGRICULTURE.
There was a wrltten contract between Mr.
Rattenbury and the department.

Mr. CLANCY. Wili the hon, gentleman
bay that on the table ?

The MINISTER 0F AGRICULTURE. TeMNSE FARCLUE
If it le lu writing, I wiî. Th MISE 0FAGiCLTRE
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