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Aviation Once More

Zeppelin raids over England have
besn on the increase, and while to
date honors are about even, it is un-
doubted that England would sleep
more soundly if the air defences were
in en impregnable condition. ‘The
most effective’ defence is efficient air
service. The anti-aircraft guns have
dome good work, and have brought
down at least two of the big German
dirigibles, but it is the aeroplane and

~the men like Lieut, Robinson, V, C.,
who are most to be feared by the
Germafis. They can fly out of range

- of the guns, but where they go the
aeroplane can go higher. Getting the
drop on them is a phrage which has
acquired a new meaning.

Canada has a great responsibility in
this matter. Only the most ignoranmy
vor the most deluded can deny that
the destiny of Canada is now being
settled in Europe. Did the entente
allies lose in this fight for freedom
Canada would become, not merely a
dependency, but a colony of Ger-
many, and the status of a German
colony can be judged by the treatment
accorded to the inhabitants of the in-
vaded territories of Belglum and
France, It 1s idle to say that Can-
adians would be differently treated.
Some Canadians would be equailly re-
calcitrant with the patriots of Bel-
glum and France, and the result
‘would be similar,

The paramount importance of air
service to the empire and consequent-
ly to the Dominion of Canada makes
it & constant wonder that the federal
government has not done more for
aeroplaning than it has. The meagre
grants and the cold shoulder of de-
partments that should be interested
will remain as historic blots on the
record ‘of the war government ot
Canada. On various occasions repre-
sentatives of the British maval and
military forces have come over to
Canada since the war began, with the
object of stimulating this indispensable
branch of the gervice.- Even the gen-~
erous grants made by the British
Government, and the fact that our
men are given a three months’ course
of training in England - after their
preliminary training here does not
seem to have caused any ripple of in-
terest in the apathetic Ottawa officials,
Just mow when ‘the brother of the
Duke of Roxburgh is over in the in-
terests of the air service, would seem
to be a propitious time for the gov-
ernment to get busy and do some-
thing, but so many similar occasions
have passed without result that one
hesitates to hope. Hon, Mr. Hazen as
head of department of marine, should
be aware of the exceeding importance
of the aeroplane service to the navy,
and even to the Canadian navy. If
the department of militia be utterly
paralyzed in this motor merve, the de-
partment of marine has a chance to
redeem the reputation of Canada, and
defend its character for common sense
and business: acumen,

We are all aware that young Can-
adians as a class are capable of be-
coming the finest body of airmen in
the world. Their keenness, dash, In-
dependence, dnitiative and native dar-
Ing render them wan unrivaled class
upon which to draw for the support
of the army of flying men, without
which the empire cannot get along.
It has been fairly well settled that
the British navy will henceforth have
its aeroplane auxiliaries with all ves-
gels, and the Canadian navy must fol-
Jow suit in this df it is to retain any
semblance of efficiency. Halifax and
Esquimalt cannot remain™ undefended
from the latest means of attack.

8o frequenily has the royal mavy
whown a willingness to co-operate with
Caneda in this important matten that
it has been a matter of constant
wonder to those on the outside why the

B8O has mnot already organized
':nmmmem fdctory and im-
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bore the burden

sudden removal. It was not the fault
of the hoisting tackle and apparatus,
nor is there anything to show tha
there was any defect in the span
self, which now lies at the
the St. Lawrence River.
explanation of the accident iz that

castings intermediate between the two
pins of the lifting girder, .but ‘these

iversal supporting shoe at each corner
as well as the Nfting girders, The
Engineering Record points out, car-
ried heavier loads at Sjllery Cove,
where the span was erected, than dur-
ing the hoisting operation. More-
over, these castings had been sub-
jected to the most severe and com-
prehensjve tests.

However, by a process of elimina-
tion, the experts have placed the
blame on the castings, and when the
new span is hoisted into place no cast
steel will be used in the hoisting ap-
.paratus, but only the rolled steel.

It is gratifying to mote that the T.
8. newspapers, lay and scientific alike,
regard the fall of the bridge, or rather
the span, as one of those unfortunate
accidents which could peither have
been foreseen mnor prevented. The
span was safely transported from
Sillery Cove to the bridge, arrived on
scheduled time, was connected to the
hoisting chains, and time after time
raigsed two feet. To those looking on,
the ‘great engineering marvel had be-
come a commonplace. ‘There is no
reason to doubt but that the span
rwhen it reached track-level would
have been securely anchored to the
supporting cantilevers, and would have
become an dntegral part of the com-~
pleted bridge. : 5

The Ottawa' correspondent™ of The
Boston Transcript, who like Silas
Wegg, sometimes “drops into poetry,”
suggests that a Nemesis pursues the
bridge and the National Transcontin-
ental Railway, of which it is to be
the final lnk. Perhaps some other
poet will suggest that the imperious
St. Lawrence refuses to be bridled,
and that the river deities have been
at work—possibly the ubiquitous Ger-
man spy may be to blame, altho it is
hard to see how he could have done
anything to the castings after they
had been tested and put under the
heaviest possible strain at Sillery, In
any event, the one thing now is to
build a new span and get it into place
a8 quickly as possible,

The Woman Vote

Women vote in twelve of the forty-
eight states at the coming presiden~
tial election. These twelve states by
no means contain one-fourth of the
country’s population, but they include
great commonwealths like Illinois and
California. No doubt if all the women
in these twelve states go solid for Mr.
Wilson he will be re-elec@ed. But
are they likely to do so?

In 1912 mo result could be traced to
equal suffrage where it had been es-
tablished, except that in California the
Socialist party made a poorer show-
ing than usual. The women not un-
naturally shrank from socialism,
which, as interpreted by some of its
exponents, directly attacks the sanct-
ity of the home, but as between Re-
publicans, Democrats and Progres-
sives the women divided in about the
same proportion as the men, In-
\erited predilections were equally
strong with both sexes, and apparent-
ly the “divided household,” which the
opponents of equal suffrage are so fond
of conjuring up, was not in evidence.

Why then should there be any fear of
the newly enfranchised women voting
almost in a body for the Democratic
candidate? Republican managers have
some such fear, and they are especial-
ly apprehensive about the result 1n
the State of Illinois, It is not that
they fear the suffragettes. Both of
the big political parties alternately
promised and sidestepped the ladies
who descended wupon their national
conventions. Governor Hughes turned
a somersault on the question of equal
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suffrage to win-the woman vote, biit
the president gallantly overtook him.

{Besides that the politiciang figure that

many women who have the suffrage
are not especially keen on the subject.

What the Republicans are worried
about just now is an adroit appeal of
the Democrats to the women voters
of the United States, based upon their
fear of war. It was the Amenican
women that put a sudden erimp into
the preparedness propaganda, and the
American  women are apparently re-
solved that their country ishall not be
drawn into either the European war
or into a war with Mexico. “I never
raised my boy to be a soldier” ap-
pears to be their slogan. 'That the
fear of war may drive the women of

now the nightmare of -the Republican
managers.” The ordinary man is pretty
well satisfled that there will be no
more danger of war under Hughes than
there has been under Wilson, but his
wife and mother are apt to be more
timorous.

‘Worship of peace for the sake of
peace may mnot be an encouraging
sign, but undoubtedly, as the war goes
on, many people in the United States
congratulate themselves . on keeping
out of the conflict. It remains to be
seen whether $he three million enfran-
chised women, ‘who go to the polls in
November, will be influenced by the
peace-at-any-price appeals made to
them by the politicians,

From the Women of Canada

HEvery woman in Ontario, we ven-
ture to think, will be glad to sub-
scribe to the “Prisoners of War” fund
which is being raised at the sugges-
tion of HLR.H. the Duchess of Ceon-
naught in lieu of a persopal farewell
gift from the women of Canada to her
royal highness upon the occasion of
her return to EngMd}At a meeting

of the representatives all the lead-
ing women’s societies 82 Ontario held
at the parliament buildings in Queen’s

‘Park yesterday the proposal was una-

nimously agreed to.

Lady Hendrie as president for the
Province of Ontario announces that
the subscriptions for the fund will he
taken up by the officers of the various
socleties and transmitted to Clarence
Bogert, Esq., general manager, Domin-
‘ion Bank, Toronto, who has consented
to -act as honorary treasurer.

Ladies of the province who are not
connected with any society may give
in their subscriptions to the local post-
office or bank, or remit direct to Mr,
Bogert. Mrs, Arthur Van Koughnet
as honorary secretary will be pleased
to attend to all correspondence in cgh-
nection with the fund, but subscrip-
tions should be sent to the honorary
treasurer.

If the war should end so suddenly
as to leave any surplus, the same will
be expended under the supervision of
her royal highness for the care and
comfort of Canadian soldiers. The
fund is certainly one that should reach
large proportions, but  subscriptions
will close on the 13th inst., as their
royal highnesses will bid farewell to
Canada during the present month,

“There Was a Tavern in Our
Town.”

In publishing the following letter
we believe the literary flavor will ap-
real to the readers who might 4disa-
gree with some of the conclusions. As
the result of a discussion such as may
be found going on in many quarters
at present, it is valuable as the sum-
mary of the views of one who has
seen life and knows the world as only
the worker sees and knows them:

Dear Friend,—Permit me to send
you @ few lines as the resylt of a lata
conversation. ‘The remark of yours
which impressed me most forcihly was,

-{ that this is an important, in fact, a

critical time in Toronto’s soecinl life.
That never occurred to me, The re-
ference was 1o the closing of the hars
-—the “peor man’'s club,” as some
water-gruel people call them, You are
actually engaged in leadirg vour breth-
ren onward and upward. I am not,
and fear that “the devil take the hind-
most” is my creed, Thst is wrong.
of course, but a passive wrong. We
were iagking to the workingman, or as

B City er contemptuously calls him,

the country solidly to Wilson, is justd

“The Man in Oveialis”” Weil, the man

in overalls is over all and under all.{

He “jacks up” the landmarks of our
ex%ndmg nation, and pays toll to %bq
millionaire millers, who grind his grist,

About the bars? The “poor man's
club” is defunct, Yead as a nail, Bx-
cept Baturdays, the poor man was
generally outnumbered and repulsed
irom the trenches by ‘he society swell.
They -drank the strong waters in those
Spas fervently and frequently, s a
duty they owed to their cothes and
pretensions to tility, We have no-
thing to do with them, but hope and

believe that they can slake their thirst|

at “holy wells” known to thomselves,
Now, sir, like Peter, you are a “fishor,
of men” snd as Piscator, you must
tickle your trout Before you catch
him, An eminent physician said that a
confirmed vicicus habit can he best
cured by a substitute. 1 believe in
that treatment. To be plain, f's not
the drink habit but tho social shock
thet strikes one. From Noah down to
Johnny Dewar is a long and wobbly
road, and many fall by the way. The
African savage makes his palm wine
in the sun, and the Mexican peon his
pulque. But Ontario . in ‘general,
Holy Toronto in partitular, will doubt-3
less go dry. . Ve g :

Assuming that other retrea‘s must
and will be found to'change the

habits

of our stray lambs or goats, what syb-

stitute can be s d, ! am. um
. unfit to pose as a orite Moses, bu

I'know my fellow- er—his virtues
and his vices, his big heart and ais
small ways, his high intelligence and
his childish ignorance.  Yes, and like
poor, dear Burns, I am one of them,
and competent to assert.

Let us pass by the middle-aged and
tle elderly workers (their habits arve
fixed) and refer to the wo me-
chanic, clerk or artisan, who toils with
hands and brains for hive.’ I affirm
that an average specimen will not,
grade up in acquired knowledge or
culture with his father, much less his
grandfather, when they were his age,
Physically and mentally may match
them, but the young roosters crow be-
fore they are feathered. The fact is
the schoolmaster baked them so hard
that they are hook-proof and' study-t
proof. He wrote “Finis"| their calf-
gkin cover. Deon't think, kind mastor,
that I am jealous, or bear ill.will to
the dear young sport. I love him.
My heart bleeds and my bowels
yearn for him, He knows
sports and despises me because I don’t.
He worships the jolly-great-big-old-
sporting editor as a god. ' The boy
talks races like a Jehu, and makes his
bets thru dreams, dope and fakers.
But he don’t know a horse. I do. He
don’t know a spavin from a guarter-
crack or the blind ' staggers from 2
sweeney. You could tell him of a rac-
ing cross between a Percheron and a
Messenger, a Hambletonian and -a
Clyde, and he wouldn’t _deny you.
Why? He don’t read, see or listen.
One of the most intelligent men I ever
met couldn't read, t was a power-
ful listener. Another émart, rich busi-
ness man in a country town signed
himself X on account of never hav-
ing learnt to spell. He was a coun-
cilman too, and-owned a mare that
could trot under three minutes to a
road wagon,

Now if our young Harold or Percy
had been pushed out of his home pest
and had the good luck to seek work on
his own shoes in & strange land or
city, and also had the inestimable for-
tune to live in a big boarding house,
far from paw and maw, and the good
pastor, then his metal would be tried.
His intellectual pores would suck up
knowledgo like a sponge. he parloy!
of such an academy is the place to
graduate from. But the high school
par excellence was, alas, the com-
mercial room of a country town tavern.
Dr. Johnson eulogized a tavern. There
commercial travelers, townsmen, doc-
tors, farmers, et al, struck flint against
steel and the sparks flew upward,

Enough of this garrulity, you say;
“What remedy for the vacuum in the
bar do you suggest in addition to the
churches, lodges, libraries, theatres, Y.
M.C.A., as well as athletics, etc.?”

Nothing personally, except thru you
and other masters of the pen. There's
a select few of the young trout who
are well worth catching, and having
caught them, give them the keys to
literary delights apd they will decoy
others if put back in the pond. Tell
them what good authors to read, and
how to form small private clubs where
they can debate, orate, act, sing or
play chess. The churches present a
varied menu of attractions, but there
is the drawback of petrified organiza-
tion, decorum_ and condesce: su-

pervision that chills the young Roscius|

and damns the impromptu,
paints the debating club in
ors—exaggerated;, of course;
Red Faced Man still lives.
my one suggestion is clubs or circles,
strictly limited in number, of varied
tastes, but sufficiently congenial to
preserve harmony. A strong armed
chairman should allow only one to
hold the floor, and eall time, Ag little
machinery or tom-fool rules as pos-~
sible as a machine makes the operator
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morals, etiquet or tashicns,”

Professor Lunt; *“therefore, the .

or woman who has occasion to &

thoughts dewm H:'m .

serve the common =

versally understoed ru

ern the relationship of words. If he

falls to do this, or if he attempts to
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ered without the pale of cultured edu-
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INFANTILE PARALYS!S SPREADS, | @

Special to The Torento World. -

Kitchener, Oet. 2.—Another case of
infantile paralysis is reported by the
medical health officer. The vietim is
the infant child of Geo. Treusch,
Louuaffi?rm. The medical heulth
officer siates that the patlent may
recover, Hopes are held for trxp com- |

tﬂnnold was one, a8 well as most of|
the ruly you
plete recovery.

mighty ones,
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