
The Baptist

There Bwy have been many who listened with awe to
hii imphetic .uminon., and presented themselves as can-didate for his baptism in implicit faith that the ordinancewas divine, who nevertheless in after years askedSKlves what purpose it had served. It waTa sol^
;Sl!.^"^?»i.'''^?'

crowds fiom every part of Palest

It were, the covenant made between their ancestor kndJehovah. It seemed the beginning of a new am rt.

Zl'^y *^. ^°^^^S^. the Zl Xse*that dimia^ penod m which the race »• d lost its oecu-

S^^J?°*^ H?* ' '"^ ^"^ '*«Pt«« oi profane

.^.^^i
*^ "l**^* """»' ^^^ of faction fights^usurpations, royal cmnes, and outbreaks, blind and brave

^WrhT. ?^ ^ **°t "'' '^"^ ^ the enthusiasmwhich It awakened must have remembered it in later^
ft^^lf '°^"^}°P^ which had not been r^ffi^
fn S^l^' T""? *?°^y *»t »•»« theocracy l«dMt
n,l^^ 7'*°'"''' '^^ *« "^ «'"ti"e had lien into-rupted only for a moment, that the baptised nation hadspeedUy contracted new pollution, and tLt nodelK«had been wrought from the "wrath to come." Andthey

S^^twJf'^. " •'?"•"' ^^ « «'^« parsim^Si^of

tnat wtodi He did not vouchsafe to many nobler genera-

lar greater Elijah to prophesy m vain?
But if there were such persons, they were ignorant of

ZoT^T't'^- J°'««f«Baptbt'^waslikfttriiS!pMorN«^. In 1^ career it was given him to do twothmgs-to maugurate a new regime, and also to nominate-successor who was far greater than'himselT Andby th^successor his work was taken up, developed,lompkS
seemed to his own generation to have lived in vam^dthose scenes on the banks of Jordan to have beentt^ dl-usive promise of a future that was never to beV^?tt^,SLtance of near two thousand years he appears not less b^


