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letters from the Hon. Joseph Howe in 1839, from
which I take this extract:—

"Can an Englishman, an Irishman or a Scotch-
man be made to believe, by passing a month upon
the sea, that the most stirring periods of his history
are but a cheat and a delusion; that the scenes
which he has been accustomed to tread with deep
emotion are but mementoes of the folly and not, as
he once fondly believed, of the wisdom and courage
of his ancestors; that the principles of civil liberty,
which from childhood he has been taught to cherish
and to protect by forms of stringent responsibility
must, with the new light breaking in upon him on
this side of the Atlantic, be cast aside as a useless
incumbrance? No, my Lord, it is madness to
suppose that these men, so remarkable for carrying
their national characteristics into every part of the
worid where they penetrate, shall lose the most
honourable of them all, merely by passing from
one portion of the Empire to another ... My
Lord, my countrymen feel, as they have a right to
feel, that the Atlantic, the great highway of com-
munication with their brethren at home, should be
no barrier to shut out the civil privileges and
political rights, which more than anything else
make them proud of the connection; and they feel
also that there is nothing in their present position


