
the advanciMnent <«f any part of the tomn.unity.
and particularly of its intellectual class. jIocs not
influence and ntW ( t Iienrficiully the whole social
Ixjily. and in ever widening < irdes peimcato the
life of the nation.

Our (listinjjuished
] reniicr. Sir Wilfrid Laurier,

.leclarrd many years aijo that Ottawa shoul' l)e-

«ome the int.llectu.d centre of the Dominion; and
nothing; I take it. would sooner bring about that
result th.'in the weMini; toirether of the material wt
already have here into one vital whole by givinj;

ituhead<iuartersand.)honie—linsistupona home,
for ijcrsona) contact and intercourse are essential
conditions oi" intellectual life and progress

We want something more than an annual
course of lectures, however instructive and inter-
t-stinj;; we want something more than mere books.
We want the smouldering intellectual fires to be
fanned into flame. We want the opportunity for

enlarged and fruitful activity. Just as the erude
gem receives new value by rubbing against matter
of its own substance, so the faculties of man are
aroused, brought forth and polished by rubbing
against those of others.

The transactions of the Society which were
founded <:ome years ago and of which three num-
bers have been issued, should and must, now that
our activities will be devoted more and more to
their true purpose be issued regularly. The value
of the transactions is two-fold: in the first place.
as a medium for putting in a permanent form the
work of members who ure contributing to the
increase of knowledge ; and in the second place, as a
means of offering a quid pro 'jvo for the similar
publications of other societies the world over. The
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