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Canadian Pleistocene.

By J. W. Dawson, LL.D., F.R.S., etc., etc.

REFERENCE is sometimes made, in the course of the active

discussion of the Glacial ago in the Geological Magazine,

to the Pleistocene of Canada, a country which, perhaps, as much aj

any other, in its great extent from the Atlantic to the Pacific, and

from latitude 45° to the Arctic Sea, affords opportunities for the

study of the deposits of this period It has occurred to me. m
connexion with this, that it might be use ul to yo»^/fJ«J^^^
present to them a short summary of Canadian facts, as I think .

have established them in publications on this subject, which are,

perhaps, better known in this country than in England.

In the St. Lawrence Valley, which may be regarded as a typual

region, these deposits may be tabulated as follows, m ascendmg

order : '

—

I \ T. ,.iv l.o,U imilpr Bouldcr-elav. \ Those represent land surfaces and sea

'

}Wr' SaS :S: ti gavels and ooa.t Las immediately antenor to

rSvrt.n^i'in denosits of Matthew). ) the Boulder-clay.
.

^.^ 1 on .h r lav or Till • hard clav, or^ The Lower St. Lawrence region hold..

^ Utra ited Ivnd wih boulders, 'local a few marine shells of Arotic spec.es

-rSf and stones often -^^ted

J

^ther .njar^ is r^^^s.^^
an po is e .

^ ^ laarine deposit.

1^ Tower Teda clav fine clav, often ^ llo\d.i Leda [Portlandia) arctua, mi
^ InCited aniwith^a few large t;avelk.d sometimes TeUina groenlandica; and

loX probSy eq^^ to Erie seems to have been deposited in very

„i„v"nt^X^, districts cold and ice-laden water.
.

M fepe- S'cJiv aid probablv San-1 Holds in Eastern Canada a marine

"•een clay ^ of inland districts ;
clay and

sandy clay, in the Lower St. Lawrence,

with numerous marine shells.

fauna identical with that of the northern

-part of the Gulf of St. Lawrence at

present ; and locally affords remains ot

a boreal flora.

Shallow-water fauna of boreal ctia-

Boulder deposit), probably the same and its varieties. Bones of Whales, etc.

gravels, I'eaty deposits. Lake bottoms, modern fresh-water shells.

etc.

' '

The Lower Boulder-clay (c) is often a true and/f'T
.^^f

''^ Ti^J'

restin- on intensely glaciated rock-surfaces, and filled with stones

Tnd bouklers. Where very thick, it can be seen to have a rude

stratification. Even when destitute of marine fossils, it shows its

1 Supplement to Acadian Geology, 1878. Notes on Post-Pliocene
pj

Canada,

CanaS Naturalist, vol. vi. 1871. " Geology of Canada, 1863.


