
geniTiil Nk.d'li iin.l Wwf lui^ummt in liiv.mr of tli.' |,iart'h-iil.ili(,v^'

suoh II m.'lliiMl will ii.Til t» 1"' '-'iNiii. aii.l ;i cmiiiMiriMm nuiil.U'.lW'mi

th)^* metlioil Mini lliiit. \>y unliiuin cimkiIs ;iii'l liiilriiads.

TIk- finiu»'i;il iiiwl |M>liti.'Ml Miliir.'t will I'liilmav tlir .|U.-«licMi of wl.iit

it will iMi-l .Mrli .>! till' two <lovciniiiniU to nirry out llir i,l;iiis jTii-

|K,,cd. or ilii' fo-t lo pi-ivivl .iii|iiiiiii's of cniistviictiii'j: ilif ipnii"H>''l

roim>; all.l .llHlrrtlli>Mll.i.vttll,- lvlalioMSoflll.'tWo(io\Vllllnrlltsto

iwh ot.liiT. Ml l^ii iis ivhiirs to .oinnirm', iii»-l ^r l.n.lly >liili'l.

Ill clis.'iis-in- tlif .oiniiirix-ial fculiuvs il will lie lur.'.-iin lo ynAwi

tho ctVirls upon llio various lai,Lie polls of tlic tliTiit Lukes iii.d tin- St.

Lawivnw, and. also, of \hv Atlai.tic sralmunl. of c iilvtini; and pnttini,'

into opiriilion ttif wal.i-way or tin' water-ways i.oonim.Muli'd ,
and to

stfttf iil<i. til.' i.iol.alilo (•liaiii;.'s in iiiclliods .d' tnins|iortatioii wliitli will

lako vlai-.'. iiiid al-o tlu' cliaiip' in llu' niotlinds id'tiad.' witli tin' .\'lun-

I'io .-taliuard ..nd wiili Knn.|i.-, wli, n M.aiinis of r>ll(l() i,n,s di^l.lai'.-

nn:nt\v.'i-lil wlo'ii lid.'ii aiv linill, on tlie (iroat l,ak.s,and put in dilvrt

trado iHiwivn lake ports and ilio liorts of ll„. Atlanlii; seaboard,

Groat Britain and the Contioint.

Orcatand astonishing' ehani;..- Iia\r laliui pla.e in foniparativily

recent -eolo-ieal times in the basins "f the ( ireat Lakes. There are well

,|,.tined hi-h water marks to Indieale, at l>a-t, that the three ,yreat

N,rthwe>lern lak. ^ Were probably liim teel hii;her tl.an they are to-

dav ; thatlliiv was a still -veater lake, now l.ake Winnipe-
;

Halt

Ibr il,imen>e MN.rlloW Horn nil lli.-e lakes tb.wed sonlhwarl to the

Ciirnf MeMeo: and ibat '.ilval aiv,> of ilitry now inhabited and

.•ullivated bv man wre al that lime Mihmer.jed lo a _'ivat depth.

The ui-.ai vaHevs of the Illinois Hiv.r. llie .Minnesota Kiver. and th.

I'pper .Mi>si->ippi a- well, now oeenpied by enm|iaratively smah

..tivaiii-. pi"\e c. n.lu-iv.ly ibal at a .omi^irativcly recent period then'

, tinwed .-oiilliw.inl liival ^ol,„ne~ of waler. and thai l-ake Winnipe-

drained .-oulbward. althoH'jh i.ow dialiiiii'..- norl!iward, .V bypolhe.Ms

was advaiieei. and an endeavour made tosu.^taiii it. by the late (ienerul

Warieii. lo aen.iiiii fi V llii- remarkable ehanu'e in the draimiL'e of llie

.•..mineiil. II'' allril.iited il U< a i-M'.al oyelie ehaiiL'.' in the eoii-

tinenml slop,- wliieh depres-.'d the northerly part ol the eioitiiieiit and

raised the M.ntberly, as. for in-tame, the Florida I'eiiiuMila. a-^ well as

Cape (,'od and other formerly >nbineri:ed iiorlion- of the .\llaiitic

(',.a~l 'Ih;^ '.iveil soiilherly eurreiit of the vast interior ba.sins of

IV,-f wai.r ..I' ill.' eniiiiuriit WIS hemnieil in on the south by an .mei.'iil

l.anl.r. whi.li evl.l.'Utly ei'.'S-.d lli.' .Mi-Ms<ippi near liiaml Tow.'r.

Ill ; l„it ihr wai. i> -laduilly .'iiMli.ir way ihroiejli. au.l llie largely

,1,..,„„„| ,1„. ,,i,at inlmd -.'a. Kilher by this m.aii-' or by lb.' .'liin'.'es

i,; lb,' ...iiliiienlal s,op,'s, the waters were draio.'d from the land, and

the eoii.lilion- Were slowly ehanire.l until we have th" <!i'.at Lakes ..I

1,,-dav.

Al riiieie.;'.! is ill" lowest lini- .'I'.i'^- s.'ero.ii "f ill. iroiii^h or ihab

w.'l; ihn.ii^b whirl, ih" wai.r- of ill.' iak.s tl..w,'.l smilliwanf 'fie'

botloin .dthis Iroinih i.-only aboni S fi. above tlo' present lev.'l of l.ak,'

Miehi'.;an, with :, natural drailiaiiv ami a st.'ep slope down the lllinoi>

Itiver Va l,y fioio lb.' iuime.liat,' Mibiirb- of tlii' eity. At ll v loea.

,i,„i 1ms 1 11 laiill witbiii 111.' la-t half eenluiy th.' seeiunl eity of thi'

i-mlinenl.aii.l al llii- point, .'..nn.'.'tini.' llie lak.' with lb.' tribntari,- .if

tin' Mi>-is<ippi Riv.'r, tlieie was projeeted ill IliTU a eanai t.i the

Illinois Riv.r. Il was proposed by oiieof ilie earlie.-t pion.'ers—.TolieU-

I,, iHl; a .'.iiial ail"" lie' I'liiea;;,! Uivide for eouiinereial ami military

purpo-.'-. In l>'li( .VIb.rt dallalin. seer.'larv ..f 'I'r.'a.sury of lb.'

Lniteil .s^lales. spoke ,.!' Ill,' iiaiion:d ebaraeler ,,f this proposed wat.r-

way. In tb,' fn-l eonipieli. ii-iv,' nporl on ; intiTiial e.'mniuiiieiti.n.,

ll.'WiU Cliiil.'ii ami lioiivrii, iir Morri- in ISdS i,, 1
slT) iir^. d ih.-

" prol..M',l -liip eanal "
a- an .\t. iimou ol th.' Kri.' Canal lo lb.' Mi>

Missippi, ,11 ,'i'.l.'r I.' .'IMii lip u.il'i ..oniiiiiiiie.itioii by Hi,' lak.'s li"in

lb,' llmUoii l!iv,'rlM Ih,' (ill f .'f M.'xie.e Th,' ('.,i"jr. -s .if ili.' rmli.l

Stales as-ist.'il in the pioj.el, :,n.l made a land j;rant ,.l L'^d.(lllll aei'es

in l.s-U'7 for til.' .stnii'lion of th.' w.irk. 'fhe lir-^i eanal was op,'m,l

r,,r naviealion in IMS, In l^ii.'i llo'lSiai.' of Illinois provided for its

,.„n,p|,'li,ii. ; It w.i- .'onipl.l.'.l b> th,- eiiy ,'f Chieai'o b,r draiirme pur-

pos.s III .liil>, l.^Tl. bill 111.' How ihr"iii;li ii prov.'il iii-uflicieiit for the

purpos... ami in ISKl the Stat.- r.'iiuir.'d th.' .'iiv t,, er.'.t piimpinij;


