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peditions of the Hellenes to Asia Minor inspired Homer;
like as the Crusades inspired Tasso, and the discoveries

of Gama in the East Indies set the muse of Camoens
in activity, and called forth the classical epic of the

Portuguese
;

so, too, has the Spanish muse been greatly

occupied with the adventures and wonders of the new
world, and these, in addition to the "Argentina" and
"Araucania" of ErcUla, have called into hfe many
another epic.

The bloom-period of Spanish literature followed quick
upon the bloom-period of the power of the Castilians,

and of their wonderful deeds and sufferings in the new
world. In England, too, Shakspeare foUowed soon upon
the sea-heroes of Queen Elizabeth. In writing one of

his di-amas, "The Tempest," Shakspeare seems to have
had a discovery of his countrymen, that of the Bermu-
das Islands, present to his mind. With the Nether-
landers, too, the culminating periods of their power at

sea and of their Hterature foUowed close upon one
another.

The Europeans of whatever country who went over
to America, were for the most part sailors, soldiers,

farmers, merchants, and other workmen who could speak
no other than the so-caJled « vulgar" languages ; the
" good Latinists" were rare.

In the colonies and states planted by those men


