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By Kriiest Marreaii.

It has tor yeiita hem one of the wrlier» rherlslieil liiipes
that at same ilale or olhpi-. hn imnil .-iiriir.l Ihe time n.'cpasary
to put together, In presentalile shape, some notes and gen. :il In-
formation, Kiithered in file eoiirse of his eervlie In the Delmilment
of Railways and Canals of the Dominion, anil hearing on the
history, the mode of lonstrnctlon and the operation of tlieae ciinals.

But years have heen ereeplnt- on, iind Ihe work, whl.h Is of no
small magnitude and Iniportanic, Is still nniouched. the absorbing
exigencies of everyday breiiil Burning having left no plaie lor sueh
a hors il'ofin-ir.

A last hope had, however, been entertained, and this was, that
on retiring from the Presidency of the Canadian Society of Civil
Engineers, It would be possible to give the hook In an abbreviated
form, but, owing to the same cause, this hope also had to be
abandoned and the paper which Is going to he read ti> you will
have to be conlined to what was jnlen.led to be the openlnK
chapter of the writers ambitious work. It win only be supple-
mented with a summary comlmrison between the present system
of Canadian canals and the results obtained by the early elloru
of those whose part It was to Inaugurate It. This will, it Is hoped
be found of some interest as Indicating In a measure the
marvellous development of our connlry In the course of the last
century.

KAHLV CANALS.

There la something fascinating In going ha:k to the origins
of works, the magnitude of which escape.^ the attention of thosewho see them In their achieved condition and have no time to
even think of the mighty efforts which have been required to
realize them. For Instance, we of the twentieth century use our
canals, benefit hy them, even hoast of them as being unparalleled
a the world, but who among ns has taken the trouble to enquire
into the lirst show of activity of our ancestors in this line ot
progress? The llterathre of onr canal system Is In a very ruJl-


